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PREFACE 

HESE sketches, which together make up much 
of the dramatic, and, at times tragic, history 
of the great pioneer railway system of the 
United States, are largely personal reminis-
cences, based on manuscript notes and news-
paper stories, written by the author from time 

to time, as the events occurred from the beginning of the great 
war between the states in 1861. The short amount of the text 
dealing with happenings prior to 1861, was made up from re-
corded and published matter, together with traditional tales 
told to the author, by people who lived during the period of 
time, between the granting of the charter of the company, 
up to the date of the Civil War, when the recollections of the 
writer take the place of all other sources of information used 
in the compilation of the story. Among those who were contem-
poraries of the men who had a part in the promotion and con-
struction of the great work, in its early days, that is from 1827 
up to 1861, several lived for many years after that time, and the 
author was privileged to know some of them with a greater or 
less degree of intimacy, chief among whom were the late John 
H. B. Latrobe, Mrs. John If B. Latrobe, and Mr. Charles La-
trobe—these members of that honored, historic family, survived 
the great war of 1861-65 several years, and Mrs. Latrobe lived 
several years into the present century, with all her faculties un-
impaired when she had passed her ninetieth birthday. Nothing 
pleased this venerable and highly accomplished lady of the olden 
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The Second Volume of these sketches will be issued in the 
near future. It will contain matter of personal and historic 
value from the year 1895, until the present tine. In addition 
it will contain a large number of sketches of men who have 

been connected with the history of the Baltimore-  and Ohio, 
officially and otherwise, with events of interest connected 

with the history of Marylanders and the railroad, ever 

since the beginning of the Civil War in 1861— 
up to the present time. 
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time more than to have an appreciative listener—she knew every-
thing connected with the history of Maryland and Baltimore 
from the time she came, as a bride, in 1832, from her home in 
Louisiana. She was the intimate friend of all the prominent men 
and women of those days, extending through three-quarters of 
a century. She also knew all the great figures in the public life 
of the Nation at Washington prior to the war, also those who 
were active in public life for years after the war, and, often had 
entertained at her hospitable home in Baltimore, Presidents of 
the United States, cabinet officers, Judges of the Supreme Court, 
Senators of the United States, and members of the House of 
Representatives, of all parties and of all political creeds,—and 
in her declining years, she would talk by the hour of the really 
great people she had known, and in her brilliant and fascinating 
manner, would describe their manners, laugh at their idiosyncra-
sie,s, repeat their stories—her memory never failed her, and she 
would describe a reception at the White House which took place 
during the administration of Andrew Jackson or Martin Van-
Buren, or a President of later years, as she would describe an 
event of a week or a month just passed away. 

She was a friend of John W. Garrett. and his family, and she 
was also a friend of Johns Hopkins. She knew all about the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railway, and all those connected with it, 
clear up to the time its troubles began, after the death of the elder 
Garrett. She had lived in a Baltimore and Ohio atmosphere, 
as well as in the political atmosphere of more than two genera-
tions, and a volume could be made up of the interesting stories 
she told from time to time up to a few months before she died. 

It was the author's privilege to have the friendship of this 
wonderful old grand lady of the olden days of Baltimore, and 
from her he learned much about the events narrated in these 
sketches. 

The matter herein published, that is practically all of it re-
lating to the time from the death of Mr. Garrett, in 1884, is 
made up, of reminiscences and data, much of which the writer 
personally knew. This is particularly the case with all that re-
lates to Mr. Cowen and Mr. Gorman, and those who were allied 
with them in the great contest for the control of the railway 
system. The quotations from the discussions which took place, 
and the speeches which were made, were taken down by the au-
thor at the time they were uttered, and they are accurate. All 
ts)  

the other matter has been carefully revised and is correctly and 
truthfully reported, and together forms a picture of certain 
phases of that old-time political and corporation struggle, which 
has never before been given in the same sort of detail, in print. 
Together, it forms a long chapter in the lives of Maryland, which 
is really unique in the history of the country. And that this 
somewhat Machiavellian affair lasted for years, with varying for-
tune, adds not a little to its interest. It was thrilling at times, as 
the battle between these two really great men had the centre of 
the stage, now out in front before the footlights in full view of 
the public, and again behind the scenes—going on practically 
without cessation for years. 

Mr. Cowen is dead, Mr. Gorman is dead, and few of those who 
were taking part with them, are left to tell the tale as it really 
should be told—and today the great railway company, free from 
all its troubles of the past half century, is powerful, efficient, and 
is serving the public probably better than any transportation 
system in the country. Those efficient and highly capable gen-
tlemen who have brought it up, after the wracking and wreck-
ing which it underwent for a quarter of a century, to its pres-
ent high degree of efficiency, deserve the commendation of all; 
but it must not be forgotten, in these days of its power and pros-
perity, that for half a century it was entirely the child of Mary-
land, that Maryland built it and cherished it during all that time, 
and that today it stands as the greatest achievement of the old 
line state, and that to the old line state it owes its birth, and a 
long period of years of nursing care and protection. 

The second volume will continue the story up to the present 
time—and will include short biographic and character sketches 
of the men who were prominently connected with this greatest 
of Maryland achievements, and who have passed away. It will 
also contain sketches of the men who are so ably and efficiently 
continuing the work at the present time, and, while the author 
makes no claim that these volumes will be a complete history 
of the Baltimore and Ohio, they are really history, and bring 
out many heretofore unpublished facts in connection with the 
stirring and dramatic events of this century-old system of trans-
portation. It is undoubtedly a fact that the history of this en-
terprise which had its origin, and the greater part of its growth, 
in and through Maryland and Marylanders, later on becoming one 
of the most important nation-wide arteries of trade and transpor- 
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tation, in the really thrilling and exciting interest of its history, 
excels all others. Almost from its first year, it has been in the vivid 
limelight, and while at the present time it is to all outward appear-
ances, resting in peace, and enjoying its greatest era of pros-
perity, there arc indications, slight it. is true, that its rivals, in-
cluding its old hereditary enemy of the last half century, are 
not idle—that at any time there may occur an outbreak of jealous 
hostility, which will renew a contest which was supposed to have 
ceased several years ago. Fortunately, the company is occupy-
ing a position of such advantage, it is so well-managed and so 
abundantly equipped in all respects, that a contest with its rivals, 
in all likelihood would result in a crushing defeat for those who 
would have the hardihood to attempt to bar its way, in its on-
ward progress to greater success than it has ever before attained 
in the century of its history. 

As a contribution to the history of Maryland, the author be-
lieves that these, at times somewhat random sketches, have some 
value, and for that reason, more than any other, they are sub-
mitted to the public. 

PAUL WINCE/ESTER. 
Baltimore, June, 3, 1927. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

THE dominant factors in the History of Maryland for a great 
part of the past century have been the Baltimore & Ohio 

Railway and the men who made it what it was during its long 
history. And the men who have made it what it now is, and who 
are continuing to add to it as the greatest force in the industrial 
and commercial development of Baltimore City and the entire 
state, are worthy- of every consideration from the people. 

This great enterprise was inaugurated, planned and carried 
out by Marylanders, and for the first three-quarters of a century 
was managed, owned, developed and controlled by Maryland 
men. The engineers who planned and surveyed it, bhe men who 
furnished the money to pay for it, the men who attended to the 
vast amount of business connected with its construction, exten-
sion and maintenance, were all Marylanders (most of them na-
tive to the state,) and not the least important is the fact that 
the men who ran the trains, manned the engines, and in other 
capacities looked after the affairs of the company, throughout 
its entire line, were practically all Marylanders,—men who were 
born, and brought up along the line of the road, and who learned 
the business, as the work was developed—for they had to learn 
all they ever knew by art mil experience, as there were no other 
railways to learn from—it was a new business in the world and 
had to be literally picked up as the work progressed over the 
hills, valleys and mountains, across the streams and through the 
forests, as the iron rails made their vi,-ay to open up the mines 
and fields of the great West to the commerce of the world. 

As the work went on, in its slow way, the boys and men from 
the farms, villages and towns, took up the labor in turn, and in 
time the trains rolled along, and the first great railway was 
climbing the Alleghanies, across the mountains to the Ohio River 
and rich fields of the Central Valleys and plains, and the vast 
produce of the mines and farms was pouring into the cities of 
the sea coast., sailing in ships to foreign lands, and the manu-
factures of the East and Europe were going to the West, to sup- 
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ply the needs of the great population which was rapidly settling 
up the rich lands of the central valleys of the Continent. The 
mines and farms of the rich states of the Ohio Valley, were 
pouring their produce into Baltimore, and the great Maryland 
harbor was filled with ships from all the Seven Seas of the earth, 
carrying away coal, iron, lumber, grain, and all sorts of food-
stuffs to feed and supply the less fortunate peoples of the world. 

And all this was the result of the construction of the great 
iron highway, built by the untiring energy and zeal of a few 
heroic and far-seeing Marylanders, who, backed by the state and 
the City of Baltimore, staked their all on the hazard, and a new 
era was opened up for the extension of the commerce of the 
world, and the benefit of the human race. 

After more than twenty years of trial and struggle, during 
which all sorts of desperate and at times frantic expedients 
were resorted to in order to secure money to keep the work go-
ing on, the construction of the grades and tracks was slowly, 
and almost foot by foot the Ohio River was reached in 1853. It 
was a great event, not only in the history of Maryland, but also 
in the history of the development of the country. The vast 
produce of the Ohio Valley, from Pittsburg clear down to the 
Mississippi, was then open to the eastern seaboard. Steamboats 
and barges brought to 'Wheeling literally millions of tons of all 
sorts of foodstuffs and other raw materials, where they were 
transhipped to the trains and thence taken over the A]leganies 
down to, tide water at Baltimore, and the ports of the world were 
then open to the great fleets which were soon carrying the riches 
of the West across the seas. 

And the commerce of the Maryland harbor in a short time 
increased to such an extent that it became second only to New 
York in the amount of its exports and imports with the great 
commercial nations of the world. 

CHAPTER II. 

T has, no doubt, become nothing more than a legend with older 
I people, and has never been brought to the attention of the 
later generations, but it is a fact that Maryland was the first 
state in the Union to take up actively and energetically railroad 
building, in the way of loaning money for the purpose of aiding 
in the construction of railways throughout the counties, con-
necting various sections with Baltimore City, and by means of 
the Baltimore & Ohio reaching out to the great West beyond 
the Alleghanies and the Ohio River, and in alt this great scheme 
of aiding in the development of mechanical transportation. Bal-
timore city and many of the counties have generously done their 
part with a liberal hand. 

The first and greatest contributors to the construction of the 
Baltimore & Ohio, were the state of Maryland and the City of 
Baltimore, and up to a recent date the state and the city were 
represented on the Board of Directors and had voices in the 
management of the property, The Western Maryland Railway 
was practically built by the City of Baltimore and the counties 
through which it passed, and was really controlled by the city 
up to 1904, when it was sold to a syndicate which later on trans-
ferred it to its present owners. 

The Northern Central received aid from the state when it was 
constructed, and the whole system of steam railways on the East-
ern Shore was built largely by state aid, and Maryland at one 
time was on the verge of bankruptcy, through its liberality in 
granting financial assistance to all sorts of public service cor-
porations, and for a long period of years, the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Canal was such a drain on the State Treasury, that under the 
administration of the late Senator Arthur P. Gorman, who was 
its president for several years, it became a public scandal and was 
a byword of scorn and reproach from one end of Maryland to 
the other. 

In all these years, when the state and city had much to do with 
the policy of the Baltimore & Ohio, through their ownership of 



stocks and bonds of that corporation, there was a constant and 
at times bitter struggle between the politicians and the executive 
management of the road, for supremacy. During the stormy and 
vigorous management of the late John W. Garrett, one of the 
really great railway men who wasdeveloped between the opening of 
the Civil War in 1861, and the early eighties of the last century 
the Baltimore & Ohio dominated Maryland and the City of Bal-
timore with an iron hand, controlled all the great business en-
terprises of the city and state, and Mr. Garrett made his will law 
to the politicians of both parties. Up to the time of his death, he 
was, to all intents and purposes, the absolute Czar of Maryland. 
So great was his influence, that at one time, when he had some 
difficulty in controlling the Board of Directors of the Railway 
Company, several of whom differed from him in regard to cer-
tain important matters of policy, he appeared in the State House 
at Annapolis, one morning, about 10 o'clock, during a regular 
session of the legislature. He went up stairs to the Governor's 
office, sent for the officers and leaders of both houses and told, 
them he wanted them to pass, at once, a bill giving him as 
President of the Railway Company, certain powers not granted 
by the charter. The bill was in the fornt of an amendment to 
the charter. As soon as the House of Delegates met, the bill 
was introduced, reported out of Committee at once under a 
suspension of the rules. The rules were suspended again, the 
bill read a second time, without debate or discussion. The rules 
were suspended a third time and the bill passed by an unani-
mous vote on a call of the roll. The same proceeding then took 
place in the Senate, all the necessary red-tape preliminaries were 
gone through with, and the bill properly engrossed was presented 
to the Governor, who promptly signed it, and it thus became law. 
It was then duly and legally filed with the clerk of the Court of 
Appeals, a certified copy was given to Mr. Garrett, and he re-
turned to Baltimore in triumph, in time for his evening meal at 
home. The Board of Directors met the next day, and were amazed 
to find that their president had stolen a march on them, and 
that they were rendered powerless to thwart any of his schemes. 
It is doubtful if any of the railway officials, in this or any other 
state, could have exercised such high-handed power, and gotten 
away with it. But then Mr. Garrett was an exceptional man in 

every way. For years he was the State of Maryland, and the 
State of Maryland bowed down to him, from Garrett County, 
which was created and named to honor him, clear across the 
state, over the Chesapeake Bay, down to the Atlantic Ocean in 
Worcester County. 
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CHAPTER III. 

DURING the Civil War, the Baltimore & Ohio became the most 
important single factor, next to the army, connected with 

the protection of Washington and the prevention of attacks by 
the confederates on the great commercial and manufacturing 
centres of the loyal states of the North. 

It was the only railway which reached out from Washington 
to the sources of the supply of men, munitions, and other neces-
sary equipments, in the North, eastern, northern and western 
sections of the country. With the Baltimore & Ohio in possession 
of the confederates, the Southern forces would have had the great 
seaboard and manufacturing cities at their mercy, for a time, at 
least, and Washington and Baltimore would have been in the 
bands of the confederate forces, and no doubt the war, instead 
of ending after four years of fighting, would have been pro-
longed for a much greater time. 

But the officials and others in control of this vital system of 
transportation, remained loyal to the Federal government, and 
it was no doubt due to this loyalty that Washington did not be-
come the capital of the Confederate States, instead of the capital 
of the United States, that Baltimore was not taken over by the 
Confederates and made their basis of supplies of all sorts, that 
the large amount of shipping then in the harbor of Baltimore, 
was not seized by the Southern forces, that the West and North 
were not cut off, and the Union forces were enabled to make the 
Potomac, and not the Delaware their first line of defense. In 

fact, it is a matter of history, that in the very early days of the 
Civil War, the loyalty of the Baltimore & Ohio saved the Union, 
and enabled the Government to make the long and laborious 
preparations, which finally helped it to end the war, and pre-
serve, it is hoped for all time, the Union of the States. 

It has always been a source of speculative surprise that the 
Confederate forces did not make an effort to take Washington 
before the war was really under way, and follow it up by the 
capture of Baltimore, Annapolis and Wilmington, Delaware, and 
thus have Philadelphia and Southern Pennsylvania at their feet,  

with the great Navy Yards of the Delaware and the enormous 
manufacturing plants in their possession. That this could have 
been done before the newly raised levies of men front the North 
and West, could have been mobilized, and moved to the front, 
there is little doubt. Indeed it has been one of the puzzles con-
fronting those who have carefully studied this matter, that it 
was not done. 

But the fact is, the chief obstacle in the way of the execution 
of this plan (for that it was one of the earlier Confederate plans 
is ascertained beyond doubt) was the attitude of the men who 
were in control of the management and operation of the Balti-
more & Ohio. Everything had been arranged to seize the road 
between Washington and Baltimore to seize and destroy the 
bridges over the lines leading to the West, and then to make a 
direct swoop in large force on 'Washington and Baltimore, cap-
ture both cities, take President Lincoln prisoner, and thus con-
trol the situation. There was to be an uprising of the Confederate 
sympathizers in Baltimore and throughout Maryland, and in 
Washington, where there were thousands who were ready to join 
in this plan, and it was understood that the Baltimore & Ohio 
operating forces were to aid in the movement. 

But the Baltimore & Ohio officials proved, in a large majority 
of eases, to he loyal to the government of President Lincoln, the 
Confederates lacked arms and ammunition to equip the men 
who were to do the work, and before the measures under con-
sideration could be carried out, the Federal Government had 
quietly transferred large bodies of well-armed troops to all points 
along the lines of the road, and the plot failed. The Confeder-
ates openly accused the railroad men of having betrayed them, 
and reluctantly gave up their plans, and, after scattering through 
the surrounding country to escape capture, a large number of 
them made their way down through Southern Maryland to the 
Potomac river, which they crossed, going over in Virginia, later 
on joining the Confederate forces and remaining with the South-
ern army to the close of the war, when those of them who were 
alive returned to their Maryland homes. Among those young 
Marylanders who were engaged in those plots were the late Con-
gressman J. F. C. Talbott, the late Louis Victor Baughman and 
the late Edward Roberts of Talbot County. AN these men, in 
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conversation in after life, did not hesitate to assert that if their 
plans would have succeeded, they would have captured both 
Washington and Baltimore, and thus have enabled the Confeder-
ates to win the war, divide the Union, and establish the Con-
federate States. In one of the last talks the writer ever had with 
Mr. Talbott, while riding with him on a Baltimore & Ohio train 
from Washington to Baltimore, he said: 

"If it had not been for the managers of this Railway Com-
pany, we would have captured Washington and Baltimore, es-
tablished the capital of the Confederacy in Washington, and 
made Lincoln sue for peace. But I expect that it is best for 
all that things turned out as they did. Many of us were young 
and hot-headed, and did not know what we were about." 

And the late Governor Frank Brown once said, "As a very 
young man at. the beginning of the war, I was an ardent seces-
sionist. I was in the plot to take possession of the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad, and stop all communication from the North with 
Washington. We had everything ready to ditch a military train 
taking several ear loads of Union soldiers to Washington early 
in 1861. But the railway people headed us off, and the plot 
failed, and Washington and the Union were saved. My father 
came down t.o where we were camped in the woods not far from 
Relay and took me home, as I was only a boy. Later on, I did 
help several men, who were going through the lines, to join the 
the Southern army, but that was the last I had to do with the war, 
except to talk and express my sympathy for the South. And 
now that I can look bark on the whole business, when I ani no 
longer young and have reasonable understanding of the situa-
tion, I realize what a misfortune it would have been to the whole 
country, and especially to Maryland, had the Union been de-
stroyed. We all cussed and blackguarded the Baltimore & Ohio 
officials for what they did, but now I know that their course 
was one of wisdom and that their action at that. critical time 
probably saved Maryland and the whole land from irreparable 
calamity, and untold misery. had we succeeded in our foolish 
plot, the seat of war in its early stages would have been trans-
ferred to Maryland, and there is no estimating the devastation 
and damage that would have come to our own people." 

CHAPTER IV. 

T HE Civil War period was a tune of stress and trouble for 
the Baltimore & Ohio, to a greater extent than to that of 

any other railway system in the whole country. Situated as it 
was, through a greater part of its extent, on the border between 
the contending forces in the great conflict, its possesion and safe-
guarding was in many respects the most important duty of the 
Federal Government—for the side which controlled the Balti-
more and Ohio, would control the lines of communication be-
tween the Northern and Southern States and eventually the 
seat of the Union Government. itself. In fact it is now admitted 
that the greatest tactical blunder of which the Confederate lead-
ers were guilty at the opening of the war, was their failure to 
see this. Had they concentrated their efforts on this one object, 
and succeeded in taking possession of Baltimore, Washington 
and the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, they would have had such 
an advantage that they might possibly have forced the Federal 
Government to some sort of a compromise. At any rate, they 
would thus have secured the recognition and possible aid of 
several foreign nations, who would have gladly acknowledged 
the government in control of the National Capital as the domi-
nant power on this side of the Atlantic, and would have acted 
accordingly, in dealing with the two belligerents. 

The late Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, Vice-President 
of the Confederacy, years after the war was over, when he had 
taken up his residence in Washington as an honored representa-
tive of his state in Congress, was asked t.o explain this blunder 
on the part. of the Southern leaders. He said: 

"It was expected by the Confederate Government, that 
Maryland would eventually join the Confederacy, and that 
the Marylanders, aided by the Virginians, would take care 
of Washington, Baltimore and the Baltimore & Ohio Rail- 
way, and such would have been the ease had not President 
Lincoln, realized at once, before the war was really started, 
that the salvation of his government, and the real success of 
his forces in the war, depended on the possession and control of 
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the Baltimore & Ohio, and the approaches to Washington, large-
ly controlled by those who held the operation of that line of 
railway. He, therefore, concentrated all his efforts, and all his 
first available military forces t.o secure and retain possession of 
this key to the whole situation. While the Southern leaders 
were expectantly waiting for Maryland and Virginia to act, 
Lincoln got in ahead of them, and thus saved the day for his 
side at the beginning. The real objective point for all the early 
action of the Confederate forces should have been the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railway, Baltimore and Washington—and there should 
have been no waiting for the local sympathizers to act—all the 
Southern forces should have been directed to this one point. 

"The Virginia authorities, at the beginning, were averse to in-
vading Maryland—expecting that state to secede, which 1 believe 
it would have done, had it not been for the quick action of Presi-
dent Lincoln, in cementing his alliance with the Baltimore & 

Ohio Railway officials. In fact the wisest stroke of policy at the 
beginning of the war, was this action of his in gaining control 
of the only railway which connected Washington with the states 
which were loyal to the Union. One of the first things he did 
after his inauguration was t.o gain over the Baltimore & Ohio 
officials, men whom the Southern States had every reason to ex-
pect would aid them in their fight. 

"There is no doubt in my mind, now that I look back on the 
events between '61 and '65, that the real crisis was passed in 
those early months, after the fall of Fort Sumter, when the 
South was waiting for Maryland to act, and Lincoln prevented 
that state from seceding, largely because of the fact that the 
overwhelming influence exerted by the Baltimore & Ohio was ex-
erted in favor of the Washington Government." 

As soon as it was a settled fact that all hope the Confederates 
may have had of securing possession of this great. Maryland 
Railway system was gone, the road continued functioning ef-
fectively and energetically in its aid of the Northern side, and 
before many months had passed, affairs became practically 
normal. Except for spasmodic raids on the lines from Washing-
ton to the west, there was no further trouble, and the lines be-
tween Washington and Baltimore continued, throughout the 
whole Civil War, to be the chief sources of supplies of all sorts, 
not only to the National Capital, but to all the armies operating 
east of the Alleghany Mountains. 

CHAPTER V. 

uoR twenty-six years John Work Garrett was the dominant 
r figure, not only of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, 
but also of the State of Maryland. During the Civil War, that 
is from 1861 to 1865, he was also one of the most important aids 
to the Federal Government, in all that pertained to the nation-
al forces at work to assist President Lincoln in the preseravtion 
of the National Union, in the prosecution of the war to bring 
back into subjection, to the Washington Government, the seced-
ing states of the South. 

He was made a director of the Baltimore & Ohio Company in 
1857, and on November 17th, 1858, was elected President of the 
Company, on the motion of the late Johns Hopkins, who was 
then the leading financier of Baltimore, and, next to the State 
of Maryland and City of Baltimore, was the largest stockholder 
in the organization. It is reported that he early recognized the 
great ability of young Mr. Garrett, who was at that time only 
thirty-eight years old. 

From 1858, when he became President of the Baltimore & 
Ohio, to 1884, when he died at Deer Park, Mr. Garrett was one 
of the most active, energetic and able railway men in the United 
States. He found the road in anything but good condition, and 
at once proceeded to secure its rehabilitation, and was fast suc-
ceeding in his work, notwithstanding all sorts of financial, politi-
cal and other handicaps, when the war between the states broke 
forth in all its fury, and Mr. Garrett's attention and energy 
were all turned toward aiding Mr. Lincoln in his efforts to save 
the Union of the States, and to keep the railway from utter and 
complete destruction—for he was literally caught between two 
fires, the Northern forces on one side, and the Confederates on 
the other, both struggling for possession of what was the most im-
portant line of communication, at that time, in the country. 

There is no doubt of the fact, that the aid Mr. Garrett and the 
Baltimore & Ohio operating forces, under his direction, did more 
to prevent the capture of Washintgon by the Confederate forces, 
than all other things put together. Conspiracies were being 
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hatched by Southern sympathizers, especially among the young 
men, for the sentiment among all the foremost people in Balti-
more City and throughout the whole state, except in certain 
counties in Western Maryland, was largely in favor of the seces-
sion movement for all the states south of Mason and Dixon's 
line. A few, a very few, of the older families in Baltimore were 
opposed to secession, and many of the business men favored the 
Union cause, but, on the whole, Maryland was secession in senti-
ment, and would have backed up secession and the Southern 
cause had that been possible. In the Eastern Shore and South-
ern Maryland tiections, which were largely slaveholding, the sen-
timent was almost unanimously favorable to the South, and all 
sorts of conspiracies were hatched to aid their friends across the 
Potomac. 

It will thus be seen what a hazardous position Mr. Garrett occu-
pied, as President of the one great development in Maryland, 
which happened to be the one great transportation line which 
was, for the time at least, essential to the preservation of the 
National Government at Washington. This railway was largely 
owned by the people who favored the Southern cause, and it 
seemed that he was risking all to undertake what he did un-
dertake, and, what in the end he carried through in triumph, 
and won the grateful thanks of President Lincoln, and all those 
who were anxious to see the Union of the States preserved in 
their original integrity. 

He worked night and day. He was in Washington, in Balti-
more, and out on the line in Western Maryland, day after day, 
and kept his eye on everything that might. have any serious ef-
fect on his plans to keep the road in operation, and years after-
ward he said he had never really recovered from the physical 
and mental weariness brought on in those terribly exacting times. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Froil twenty-six years, that is from 1858 when he became Presi- 
dentI 	of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, to 1884 

when he died at Deer Park, John W. Garrett was the outstanding 
figure in the business and political life of Maryland, and from 
1861, when the Civil War burst in all its fury on the country, 
to the close of that great conflict in 1865, he was one of the lead-
ing advisors and supporters of the Administration of President 
Lincoln, and one of the closest friends and consultors of Salmon 
P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury, and later Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

There is no doubt of the fact that Mr. Garrett was one of 
the great men of the country during the trying epoch of the 
Civil War. And there is no doubt of the further fact that his 
prompt and energetic action at the beginning of the war saved 
Maryland to the Union, and also prevented Washington and 
Baltimore from falling into the hands of the Confederate forces, 
and thus prolonging the war, and preventing Maryland from be-
coming the theatre of the earliest stages of the conflict. By his 
action, the country between Washington and Baltimore was 
spared the devastation brought on by the contending forces, which 
great misfortune fell on Virginia. As President Wilson said of 
another Marylander, who is now President of the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railway Company, Daniel Willard, during the recent 
World War, "he is my good right arm," so Mr. Lincoln said of 
John W. Garrett in the thrilling days of 1861, when Washington 
and the country generally were trembling with fear and doubt 
about the safety of the National Capital, "his prompt and pa-
triotic action saved the country from a great calamity." 

At the time when Mr. Garrett was made President of the great 
Maryland Railway, and for many years thereafter, the State of 
Maryland really owned the road and the state and city Directors 
were in a majority on the board. In order therefore to maintain 
his influence in the management. Mr. Garrett realized that he 
must have a dominant influence in the State Government., and 
that, most important of all, he must have a Governor who would 
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be guided by him in all matters pertaining to the affairs of this 
great property, which was then, as it is now, the greatest asset 
Maryland possesses. To that end, his agents were busily engaged 
in polities from one end of the state to the other, and to the 
day of his death, the word of the President of the Baltimore & 
Ohio was law to Governors, all state officials, including senators 
and members of the National House of Representatives. So great 
was Mr. Garrett's influence, that in 1880, when the late Senator 
Arthur P. Gorman was in doubt as to his ability to defeat 
Senator Whyte for re-election to the United States Senate, and 
some members of the General Assembly were in doubt, a quiet 
word from Mr. Garrett settled the question, and Mr. Gorman 
won out. Senator Whyte had at one time, a few years before, 
offended Mr. Garrett, and he evened things up when he saw the 
opportunity. He was not of a forgiving disposition, and was a 
believer in the old Calvanistic doctrine, that it was a man's duty 
to smite his enemies and those who had wronged him, in order 
to carry out the old Covenanter theory that in so doing the will 
of the Almighty was enforced. 

Mr. Garrett was an old-fashioned Scotch-Irish Presbyterian—a 
rigid Calvinist in his belief, and had a firm conviction that all 
things were foreordained in the Councils of God from all eter-
nity. When discussing, with his close personal friend, the late 
John H. B. Latrobe, an important matter connected with the 
policy of the Railway Company, about which Mr. Latrobe had 
some doubt, Mr. Garrett said, "I firmly believe that Almighty 
God will take care of this as He does of all things, and I am go-
ing ahead," and he went ahead, and succeeded in his plans. 

At the beginning of the Civil War, when there was grave doubt 
as to the proper course for the railway officials to follow, for 
there was no doubt as to the wishes of Maryland in the matter, 
a large portion of the people strongly sympathizing with the 
South, Mr. Garrett settled the question abruptly, and emphatical- 
ly, without delay, saying, "God never intended this country 
should be divided up and torn to pieces. The best business is 
to sustain the government, and I am going to do it to the best 
of my ability, and when it is all over Maryland will realize that 
my action was best for the interests of the state, and especially 
for the best interests of Baltimore City. We are going to back 

up President Lincoln with all our resources, and arc going to 
begin at once," The outcome showed his wisdom, and in later 
years, many who had criticized his action, praised his foresight 
and congratulated him. 



CHAPTER VII. 

W HEN John W. Garrett became President of the Baltimore 
& Ohio, in 1858, at the age of thirty-eight years, he found 

the whole system practically new, for the business at that time 
was immature, and there was not a really well-organized rail-
way system in the country, or for that matter, in the entire world. 
New inventions were produced almost daily, some of which 
proved useful, sonic worthless, but all had to be tried out. The 
mechanical development of the country up to that time had not 
been great, and very few, even the most far-seeing, realized 
what a great factor in the development of the vast resources of 
the United States, the railway was destined to become. 

Mr. Garrett, however, had what is now called "vision," and he 
saw, perhaps better than any other of the really able men of 
that date, what the railways of the country would du in the fu-
ture, and to that end he worked and devoted all his skill and 
energy. He was fairly started on his great scheme of develop-
ment, and had his plans to make the Baltimore & Ohio the great-
est railway system on the continent, when the Civil War burst 
upon an unprepared, unwilling, and thoroughly divided people. 
He was obliged to postpone the fulfillment of his real, practical 
vision of the future, until after that great conflict between the 
states had settled the fate of the Union, and had made, as all 
hoped, for the future, a real, United States, out of the non-
homogeneous, but rather heterogeneous combination of semi-
independent commonwealths, and had defined the powers of the 
Federal Government, and really created a nation. Instead of 
being able to devote all of his force and energy to improvements 
and extensions, he was obliged to devote his great ability and 
enormous energy to the protection of the National Capital and 
the preservation of the Union of the States. And while he was 
able to add somewhat to the proposed extensions of the system, 
and to add to the efficiency of the operating force, and the general 
equipment, his energy and skill were largely devoted to keeping 
the road open, and to prevent its total destruction, in its most im- 

portant sections, by the hostile forces of the Confederate States 
of. the South. 

He had before him a herculean task. For practically four 
years the Southern forces were making almost daily efforts to 
break through the dividing lines between the two sections of the 
country, and for at least three hundred miles, this dividing 
line was the Baltimore & Ohio Railway. No other line of rail-
way in the country was so situated, and it required all the real-
ly extraordinary skill and energy of Mr. Garrett, and his operat-
ing force, aided by the resources and forces of the Lincoln ad-
ministration, to prevent the total destruction of the roadway, the 
wrecking of a great part of the equipment, and the consequent 
isolation of Washington. Night and day the young and vigor-
out railway president worked—at one time in conference with 
President Lincoln, the general of the army, the Secretary of 
War, or other officials, and later on, out on the road, encourag-
ing and commending his men. The next day he would be in 
Baltimore, looking after and inspecting terminals, conferring 
with his assistants, or holding conferences with the state and 
city authorities, to prevent hostile attacks by the secret South-
ern sympathizers, on his bases of supplies, his connections with 
the states to the north, and with the shipping to and from over 
the seas, for a great part of the importations from abroad, es-
pecially those for the use of the Union forces, were landed in 
Baltimore, as the nearest open port to the capital and the seat 
of the war. The writer has a distinct recollection of Mr. Garrett 
as he appeared at that time (1863). He was in the Treasury 
Department as Mr. Garrett came along the corridor with Sec-
retary Chase—arm in arm, these two eminent men walked slow-
ly along, Mr. Garrett talking in a low tone and the great financier 
of the war, the man who has been known ever since as the "father 
of the greenbacks," and later as the great Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, listening intently to what was said. Those were 
nerve-racking days in Washington, and although Mr. Garrett 
was still a young man, his face had a tired, worried look, show-
ing that he felt the awful strain caused by the great task imposed 
upon him. These two great figures of the history of the war, 
walked slowly down the steps of the Treasury, and crossed over 
to the White House. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

A s stated in another chapter, Mr. Garrett was elected Presi-
dent of the Baltimore & Ohio in 1858, on the motion of 

Johns Hopkins, who was, next to the State of Maryland and the 
City of Baltimore, the largest stockholder in the corporation. 
And from that time to the death of Mr. Hopkins in 1873, he was 
the mainstay of Mr. Garrett in all his plans for the extension 
and improvement of this great railway system. When the com-
pany was hard up for money, when interest was due, and the 
treasury practically empty, Mr, Garrett, who was then practical-
ly the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, as well as the State 
of Maryland, would appeal to Mr. Hopkins, and his appeals 
were never in vain—and not the least of the obligations the peo-
ple of Baltimore and Maryland owe to their great benefactor, 
the founder of their great university and its kindred institutions, 
arise from the fact that. it was largely through his substantial 
aid, that the most important extensions were completed, and the 
necessary equipment was kept in fairly good condition for a 
period of several years, after the Civil War, when money was 
scarce and hard to get, and when the financial situation through-
out the whole land was in a condition of semi-panic, and at times 
chaotic. Mr. Hopkins was, during all this period, the real finan-
cial genius of Maryland, and his aid to the Baltimore & Ohio 
during its times of trial and stress, was but a small part of what 
he did after the Civil War, to maintain the credit of everything 
and everybody, not only in Baltimore, but throughout the whole 
of his native state. This old Quaker, native of Anne Arundel 
County, was a thorough Marylander. He loved his native state, 
he loved Baltimore, and his love was shown in a thoroughly prac-
tical way when he left the bulk of his fortune to be devoted to 
the benefit of the people of the city and state. That his inten-
tions have been disregarded by those left in charge of his be-
quests, does not in the least detract from the merit of his deed. 
Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Garrett were both devoted Marylanders,—
and all their lives were devoted to the welfare of the state and 
city which they loved, and whose people they were anxious should  

benefit by their lives. The love of Maryland was the predomi-
nant characteristic in Mr. Garrett's life. When one of his old 
friends and associates expostulated with him for his course dur-
ing the Civil War, he said he was more concerned about Mary-
land and her people and their prosperity, than he was about all 
other things, and that he was convinced that the greatest calam-
ity that could happen to the state, would result from the de-
struction of the Union. lie was patriotic in the real sense of the 
word—he was a loyal and patriotic American, and he was also 
a loyal and patriotic Marylander in everything that he did. In 
those days Marylanders were the "real thing"—they loved their 
state, it was to them the greatest and best place in the world, 
and both Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Garrett were exemplars of loy-
ally and patriotism to their native state as an integral part of 
the whole Union. In all their works they thought of Maryland 
and of Baltimore all the time. Mr. Garrett in all his great work 
as a railroad builder, thought of the advantages the extension 
of his great system through the West would bring to Baltimore, 
and no man ever worked harder than he to bring prosperity and 
wealth to his native city and state, and it was a great misfortune 
to this city and state that he was taken off by death in the prime 
of his life and usefulness—before he had completed the great 
work which he had devoted his life to carry out. And today, 
nearly half a century after his death (he died in 1884) no matter 
what. has been the history of this great. corporation, no matter 
what its troubles, its misfortunes and its trials have been, it has 
lived and survived, and today is looked upon as the standard 
railway, and the most, efficient and complete transportation system 
in the world—and it is a monument to the energy, ability and real 
genius of John W. Garrett, and will be his monument for all 
time. He was the first really great railway president—he wag 
not only a great executive in the management of men and affairs, 
he was also a great constructive genius. He lived in his work, 
he devoted his life to it, and death came prematurely on him 
as a result of his devotion to that work—for he literally worked 
himself to death. 

And if any man in the country deserves a monument in front 
of the great station for all the railways at Washington, it is John 
W. Garrett. His devotion saved the National Capital to the 
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Union, and his energy did more than any other one man, to 
give that city a transportation system worthy of the nation, in 
his day. CHAPTER IX. 

THE more one's attention is turned to the consideration of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railway, especially during the really 

formative period, the twenty-six years between 1858 and 1884, 
when John W. Garrett was literally working himself to death 
to build up that great system of transportation, the more one is 
filled with admiration for this man, who really deserves the place 
in history as the greatest railway constructor in the country—
and the debt of the State of Maryland, the City of Baltimore, 
and, in fact, the entire country, owes to his memory, has never 
been adequately recognized. The city has never recognized it, 
the State of Maryland has practically ignored it, and the Feder-
al Government, which was for four years under more obliga-
tion to Mr. Garrett than to any other one man, except President 
Lincoln, has passed it by unnoticed. And the great corporation, 
now in the height of its greatest efficiency and prosperity,—the 
foundation of a31 of which was due to the great energy and ca-
pacity of Mr. Garrett, has shown no proper and fitting recogni-
tion of the herculean labors of its greatest President—and now 
that. the centennial of the foundation of this, the first great rail-
way system of the country, is about to be observed, it would be 
a proper and fitting part of that celebration to erect a memorial 
of the great man, who devoted his life to the work—A statue of 
collossal size at the end of the square near his old home at Monu-
ment and Cathedral Streets, and, greatest. of all, most fitting of all 
other memorials, the Congress of the United States should provide 
for the erection of a grew statue, in bronze, of the man who saved 
Washington to the Federal Union, which should stand in imposing 
grandeur, in the square in front of the Union Station in the Na-
tional Capital, as a memorial for his work in behalf of the preser-
vation of the Union of the States during the Civil War. And 
among the first bills which should be introduced in Congress, at 
the convening of that body in December, should be one, presented 
by the Maryland members of the House, to provide for this long 
delayed and long due memorial, as a slight recognition of the 
debt due his memory from the Nation which he did so much to 
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preserve intact, in its hours of darkest need. In fact, the two 
greatest events in the memorial services connected with the Bal-
timore & Ohio centennial, should be the unveiling of his statue 
by the Governor of Maryland on Mt. Vernon Place, and great-
est and most fitting and appropriate of all, the unveiling of a 
colossal bronze memorial by the President of the United States, 
in front of the great Union Station at Washington. He saved 
the city to the Union—there is no doubt of the fact—and no 
man of that day and date deserves more recognition from the 
Federal Government, and he has never received it in the slight-
est degree. And it is a scathing reflection on the state of Mary-
land, on the City of Baltimore, on the great Railway Corpora-
tion which owes so much to his energy, his skill and his ability—
that all have been derelict in their duty in this regard. The 
people have, at times, had spasms of enthusiasm in regard to 
memorials to all sorts of supposed great men of the past, and 
the squares and parks are filled with monstrous creations as 
memorials to the dead, but this one man, who did more in a 
practical, beneficial way, for the city, state and nation, than a 
large proportion of them combined, is without a fitting memorial 
to one of Maryland's greatest and most patriotic sons. 

The influx of outsiders, of people who care not for the old 
time traditions of Maryland, should not be permitted to bring 
about a state of affairs where the great men, the great benefactors 
of the past should he ignored—Maryland has more reasons to 
be proud of John W. Garrett than any man since the great 
Civil War broke out in 1861 	and the neglect of the past 
generation should be atoned for by those of the present day. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE years of 1861, '62, '63 and '64 were full of excitement 
and thrill from one section of the Baltimore & Ohio to an-

other, from Baltimore to Wheeling, during the four years when 
the Civil War was at its height— and the most interesting and 
important events centered in that part of the border, along the 
line of that great highway—which was the dividing bulwark be-
tween the contending states. Raids on one section were made by 
the Southern forces, the tracks were torn up, the equipment 
destroyed, and no sooner had Mr. Garrett's forces, aided by the 
Government troops, put things in order, when a raid was made 
on another section, and more work was necessary to keep the lines 
of communication open to the National Capital, and provide for 
the necessary transporation of supplies and troops to the front, 
for, as has been said before in this story, the Baltimore & Ohio 
furnished the only means of communication to Washington, 
not only from the great sources of supply in the Atlantic sea-
board states, but also from the Middle, North and West, and es-
pecially from the great sources of food supplies in the Middle 
Western States. In fact, this great railway system was the 
key to the whole situation, and, President Lincoln recognizing 
this fact—and his official and other advisers also recognizing 
it, devoted a great part of the energy and skill of the government 
to the protection of what they considered the real bulwark for 
the safety of the Union cause. 

And one of the most astonishing and even at this late day, 
inexplicable features of the events of those stirring days, is the 
fact that the Confederate leaders failed to take advantage of 
the situation which confronted them. There was no time during 
the first year of the war when the Union States, and the Union 
people, were slow to grasp the real meaning of the events as they 
were occurring, wherein the Southern leaders, by a rapid concen-
tration of the forces they had under their control, could have 
failed to capture the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, and all the 
means of communication with the National Capital; could have 
taken possession of Baltimore and "Washington, and held the 



Federal Government, for a time at least, at their mercy. The 
sympathies of Baltimore, and that part of Maryland along the 
line of the road, between Baltimore, Annapolis and Washington 
were overwhelmingly with the South. The Southern Maryland 
counties contiguous to those cities were all in active sympathy 
with the secessionists, and if the Confederate leaders had con-
centrated their forces at any time in the summer of 1861, in that 
part of Maryland, there would have been no great difficulty in 
their way— they could have taken forcible possession of the 
railway, could have taken peaceable possession of Baltimore and 
Annapolis, could have seized the railway between Washington 
and the junction near Frederick, and Washington would have 
been at their merry, and would have fallen into their hands. 
But while they were discussing their abstract right to invade a 
state which had not seceded and joined the Confederacy, Presi-
dent Lincoln was making frantic appeals for troops, with which 
he finally took possession of Maryland and, aided by Mr. Gar-
rett's knowledge of the local situation, he kept the railway lines 
open, and the South lost its opportunity to make its greatest 
strike for its cause during the whole war. Had General Lee been 
less a stickler for states' rights, had President Davis been alert 
and less jealous of the rising popularity of that great Southern 
soldier, the history of the year 1861 might have been different, 
and Washington, instead of Richmond, might have been the 
capital of the Confederate States, for a time at any rate, and 
Maryland instead of Virginia might have been the theatre of 
the early devastating stages of the great war between the states. 

And last, but not least in importance, had John W. Garrett 
been less energetic and less devoted to the Union cause, the 
chances are that Maryland would have seceded from the Union, 
joined the Confederacy and the whole course of American history 
changed. 

CHAPTER XI. 

ALEADING United States Senator, in a letter to Tui MARY-
LANDER, commented as follows on the story of the Balti-

more & Ohio Railroad, as it appeared from week to week in TIIE 

MARYLANDER. 

"It is really remarkable that these interesting facts have not 
been given more publicity in years past. The story of the part 
John W. Garrett took in the preservation of the Union, at the 
opening of the Civil War, has never been presented in the way 
you have detailed it. He was a most remarkable man, and I 
agree with THE MARYLANDER that his statue ought to be placed 
in front of the great Union Station, in Washington. 

"It may he of interest to you to hear, that at certain times 
during my public career, I have had occasion to look into the 
management of the great railways of the Country, and I have 
found that in recent years the only one of these corporations 
that shows every evidence of the strictest loyalty to the public 
interests, as well as the interests of the stockholders, is the Bal-
timore & Ohio, under its present management. So far as those 
in control of that company are concerned, I do not believe there 
is a flaw in the record and I am sure the officials of the inter-
state Commerce Commission will bear out this statement." 

These facts are placed here, thus early in the story, because it 
ought to be especially gratifying to all Marylanders to know 
that their greatest institution, the corporation that has done so 
much for the development of the State, and the City of Balti-
more, is in such capable hands, and after all the trials and mis-
fortunes which have befallen this great transportation system 
since the death of Mr. Garrett, in 1884, it has now risen tri-
umphant, and ranks as one of the greatest and best of all the 
great arteries of trade and commerce in the world—and it is 
not out of place to say that this great success and the conse-
quent prosperity, are largely due to skill, ability and conscien-
tious honesty as well as industry, of Messrs. Willard, Shriver 
and Galloway, who are the executive heads of the corporation. 
The rise from the adversity of a quarter of a century ago, has 
been slow, during the late World War it became more rapid, and 
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since the war it has gone forward to such an extent that it is 
now in the front rank of the best managed, most prosperous, 
and certainly most efficiently operated systems in the whole 
world, And now. as time approaches, when the people of Balti-
more and Maryland will celebrate, let it be hoped in a fitting 
manner, the centennial of the inception of this great and most 
beneficent public work, it should be made a part of that celebra-
tion, to erect both in Baltimore and Washington, adequate mem-
orials of the really great man, who for twenty-six years, de-
voted his life to the work, and whose death was hastened by his 
devotion to his duty. From an industrial and commercial point 
of view Maryland owes more to John W. Garrett than to any 
other one man. Whatever may have been his faults, they are 
forgotten—and the great work lie accomplished atones for any 
mistakes he ever made in his long career of devotion to the con-
struction of this great enterprise. He was the first really great 
railway builder in the country, and his native state and the 
nation which his loyalty and energy helped to preserve, should 
honor his memory, even though the day is late and he was gath-
ered to his fathers nearly half a century ago. 

CHAPTER XII. 

T 11E MOST loyal and practical friend the Baltimore S.; Ohio 
and Mr. John W. Garrett had during ail the trying period 

between the years 1847, until his death in 1873, was Johns Hop-
kins, He was the largest. individual holder of the securities of 
the Company, and from time to time when money was scarce, 
and investors and financiers timid and suspicious, he came to 
the rescue and furnished the funds to enable Mr. Garrett to go 
on with his work, and maintain the credit. of the corporation. 
This happened several times during and after the Civil War—
in the panic of 1868 and at other times, but the most striking 
illustration of this phase of the history of the Company, took 
place during the greatest panic in the history of the country, 
that of 1873, a few months before Mr. Hopkins' death. Banks 
were crashing down into ruin, in all parts of the country. All 
sorts of business enterprises were breaking up, railways were 
passing their dividends and even their interest charges and some 
were going into the hands of receivers, but, when the crisis 
reached the Baltimore & Ohio, Mr. Hopkins came bravely to the 
aid of the Company, he furnished $900,000 in cash to Mr. Gar-
rett, and the credit of the great Maryland Railway Corporation 
came through all that period of trial and disaster unimpaired. 
and firm as a rock. 

Mr. Hopkins died in December, 1873. Ile became a director 
of the Baltimore & Ohio in 1847, and at the same time a large 
investor in its securities—indeed, up to the day of his death he 
was as stated above the largest individual stockholder of the Com-
pany, next to the State of Maryland. Ile never lost faith in the 
great Railway. He made Mr. Garrett president of it in 1858, 
and he never lost faith in Mr. Garrett. These two eminent men 
were the greatest business products of the city and state, and 
together they worked for the good of the Railway, and the benefit 
of Baltimore and Maryland. If Maryland has produeed in her 
whole history, two men who were better business men; better 
`..xeentives, and who have done more for the material advance-
ment of the. city and the. commonwealth, there is no record of 
the fact. In all the years, from 1858, when Mr. Garrett. became 
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president of the Railway Company, up to the death of Mr. Hop-
kins in 1873, they were as a unit in the plans they devised and 
carried out for the extension and the betterment of the Railway 
and its industrial and financial welfare. During all the stren-
uous months of the Civil War, during all the nerve-racking four 
years, when the section of the country through which the road 
extended, was the theatre for the contending armies, Mr. Hop-
kins and Mr. Garrett devoted their time and energy and Mr. 
Hopkins his money, to the safeguarding and preservation of 
this great work of internal improvement, and after the close of 
the conflict in 1865, to its rehabilitation. The road and its ex-
ecutives have had their serious and almost heartbreaking troubles 
since that time. They have had their financial and other troubles. 

They have had to fight for their independent existence from 
time to time, and have had all sorts of dark days and months to 
go through since the death of Mr. Garrett. But all these trials 
have happened in times of peace, and have been settled in the 
quiet surroundings of bank offices and board rooms. But Mr. 
Garrett's troubles were not only financial, factional and political, 
they were also physical and in times of a war of devastation. 
The road and its executives were not only contending with strait-
ened finances and the business panics brought on by the war, 
they were daily faced with the physical destruction, and almost 
irreparable devastation of the whale or at least the most im-
portant. part, of the system and its equipment. No other rail-
way system in the United States has ever faced what the great 
Maryland system faced for four years, from 1861 to 1865, and 
yet through the great ability, industry and wisdom of John W. 
Garrett, it came out in the end, triumphant. It was scarred and 
torn, it was broken, and in places dilapidated, but it never failed 
to measure up what. was expected of it—and in a few short 
months after peace was declared, and the war was over, Mr. 
Garrett was able to announce to the country that his road was 
ready to resume its position as one of the great transportation 
systems, between the Western states and the ports on the coast 
of the sea. He had done his duty to his country, his state and his 
city—he had done much to help preserve the unity, and restore 
the harmony between the contending and belligerent states—and 
now he and his forces were ready to go to work, to restore the 
prosperity of the once devastated lands. 

And he went to work, and for nineteen years, he was untiring 
in his energy in his efforts to restore what had been lost, and to 
add to the vast improvements which were taking place in all 
parts of the land. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

MR. GARRETT literally wore himself out and died before 
his time, working to make the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 

the great and successful public work it became before his death, 
and what it has measurably become since it has been taken in 
charge by the present able management—but the foundation was 
laid by Mr. Garrett, and while others have carried on the work 
through all the years since the death of that great Marylander; 
the foundation was laid by hint and to his zeal and foresight, 
the great and beneficial results, which are before the people, 
today arc largely due. 

The nerve-racking and soul-rending work done by Mr. Garrett 
during the Civil War, told severely on him, and this was fol-
lowed by the refinancing and rehabilitating the road after the 
war. He worked literally all the time, and never stopped. He 
was tired out, and in September, 1882, when Herbert Spencer, 
in opinion of many people the greatest of all modern philoso-
phers, was in the United States, he visited Mr. Garrett as his 
guest at Montebello. In his autobiography (page 472. vol. 2), 
he wrote as follows of the great Maryland Railway Builder. 

"Some years before 1 had met in England, Mr. J. W. Gar-
rett, President of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway. He lived in 
Baltimore during the winter, and in summer, at his residence, 
Montebello, a few miles out. We drove over and by pressure, I 
was induced to break through my rule of taking up my abode 
at an hotel. We spent, at. Montebello five pleasant and beneficial 
days; lounging in the garden, driving, and on one occasion 
being taken down the upper part of Chesapeake Bay, by our 
host, in a private steamer. As a relaxation, he had taken to 
breeding horses, and was proud of his stud. He had many men 
engaged in making a private race course, on which to test the 
speed of his colts. 

"Mr. Garrett exhibited the results so common in America, of 
overwork. When I saw him in England I supposed he was ten 
years or more my senior but. I found to my astonishment that 
he was my junior. To the satisfaction of his wife, I began to 
preach to him the gospel of relaxation—a gospel on which, a few 
weeks later, I enlarged in public at greater length. 

"Poor man! he did not live long to carry on either work or 
amusement. Some three years after, Mrs. Garrett, thrown from 
her carriage, died in a few days, and he chronically out of health, 
succumbed to the shock." 

Mr. Garrett had other troubles and disappointments, which 
wore on him, and really did much to hasten his death. The 
troubles and worries incident to the management of the Railway 
he could overcome—his energy in all matters of a purely busi-
ness character were boundless, and as long as Johns Hopkins 
lived, he had a valuable aid in that great financier, who was al-
ways ready to work along with him in any matter, especially in 
all that effected the great Railway system, to the development 
of which both had devoted the most active years of their lives. 
All during the Civil War period they had stood together in their 
successful efforts to prevent the secession of Maryland, and the 
preservation of the Union, and it is a strange fact that there has 
been little mention in the history of that soul-stirring time, of 
the great services of these two able men, in behalf of the pre-
servation of their country's unity. The writers of that time, 
especially those who were on the ground, were practically all of 
northern birth and education. and were never willing to give 
any one who was born south of the Mason and Dixon line, credit 
for the slightest service to the Union cause—in their prejudiced 
view of the ease, no one but northerners ever were loyal to the 
Union, and no Marylander especially, deserved any credit for 
what was done to aid in the preservation of the Union. While 
the real truth is that had it not been for the devotion of Mr. 
Garrett, Mr. Hopkins, and two or three other Ittarylanders, who 
were firm in their loyalty to the Union, the COnfederates am! 
their secession sympathizers would have secured possession of 
Washington, and established !lit southern capital there, and it is 
a problem. to solve now as to what effect II: Ls. ricl ion would have 
had on the progress of the war. That it would have delayed, 
probably by years, the ultimate victory of the Union cause, is 
not a matter of doubt. 

And yet, the history of that time, as it has been written by the 
learned historians of the north, has made practically no mention 
of these facts—it is silent on what was well-known at the time. 
No credit was to he given to any man south of the line, for any 
vital service to the Union cause. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Tin:: last years of Mr. Garrett's life, in fact, from the death 
of his lifelong friend, Johns Hopkins, in 1873, to his own 

death eleven years later, in 1884, were filled with sorrow and 
disappointment, and the impression which was made on Herbert 
Spencer, as to his age, was evident to all those who came in con-
tact with him. 

He had practically overcome all the difficulties incident to the 
results of the Civil War. The Company was in excellent finan-
cial condition. The aid rendered by Johns Hopkins, in the great 
panic of 1873, had placed the Baltimore & Ohio at the top of 
the list among financiers—it was one of the two or three great 
railway corporations which had met all its obligations on time, 
while in all parts of the country the transportation compan-
ies were passing their dividends, and, in not a few instances 
defaulting on the interest on their bonds, and issuing script to 
pay their current expenses, and the number of receiverships 
among the railways, -was greater than at any time in the history 
of the country, either before or since that time of trial and hard-
ship to all sorts and conditions of business. To all outward ap-
pearances, Mr. Garrett had reached the pinnacle of success. Ho 
had piloted his corporation through the destructive and disas-
trous years of the Civil War, where he was obliged to bear the 
brunt of the contending armies on both sides. He had earned 
the gratitude of the victors, for the part he bad played in the 
protection of the national capital, and the preservation of the 
Union. After the great conflict was over, he had, through great 
difficulty, by his untiring energy and ability, rehabilitated and 
reorganized the almost wrecked and destroyed roadway, and had 
renewed the worn-out and almost useless equipment, and placed 
the great highway, once more at the service of the manufac-
turers and producers of the country. 

He had piloted the Company safely through the two greatest 
financial panics in the history of the land, those of 1868 and 1873. 
He had weathered the serious labor troubles brought about by the 
great strikes of 1877, and his success in all that he had under-
taken, since he took charge of the property as President in 1858,  

had far surpassed that of any other railway official in the whole 
land, since the first railway track was laid out at Relay, and the 
first train was moved out to Ellicott's Mills, He was looked 
upon as one of the great railway kings of the age, and as one of 
the greatest of all developers of the resources of the nation, 

He was the most powerful man in Maryland, and one of the 
most powerful men in the whole country. From the seacoast, at 
Baltimore, out over the Alleghanies to Pittsburgh and the Ohio 
Valley, out through the Middle West through Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Indiana to Chicago, down to Cincinnati, on the Ohio, 
across to St. Louis, his lines and connections extended, and with 
its intersecting and branch roads, into West Virginia and Ken-
tucky, his sway over the transportation of produce and people 
was almost absolute, in its character, over millions of acres, thou-
sands of square miles, and hundreds of thousands of people. 

He was practically absolute in Baltimore and Maryland. His 
word was law in his native city and state. He made and unmade 
Governors, United States Senators, Mayors of Baltimore, Judges 
of the highest courts, and held in absolute control the sessions 
of the legislature, when that body convened at Annapolis. It was 
one of the complaints, feebly voiced at times by some of the so-
called reformers of that day, that no man could be elected or 
appointed Judge in any court, from the lowest up to the dig-
nified occupants of the Appellate Court, at Annapolis, who had 
not received the approval of Mr. Garrett, and, it was common 
talk at that time that Mr. Garrett not only controlled all those 
in the ordinary administrative service of the city and state, but 
that his influence over the courts was equally great—and that it 
was a notorious fact that no important case in any of the courts 
of the state, was ever decided against the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
way Company. 

And yet, with all this power, derived from his long years of 
triumphant success, at a time when he ought to have been at his 
happiest and best, Mr. Garrett had become prematurely old. and, 
it was common knowledge among his friends, that he was a thor-
oughly disappointed and unhappy man. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

MR. GARRETT and his wife were thoroughly congenial, and 
their devotion to each other was looked upon, by all those 

who knew them, as -ideal in its character. Their greatest com-
fort in their declining years was their daughter, Mary, who was 
all that a loving child should be, and when her mother met with 
the accident which caused her death (which was referred to in a 
former chapter) her devotion to her father seemed to increase -in 
its intensity, but the shock to Mr. Garrett was of such a char-
acter, and his worn-out physical and mental condition, really 
brought on his death. 

The great. disappointment in the life of this remarkable man, 
resulted front the failure of his sons to come up to his expecta-
tions. His one great. desire for several years, was to have the 
railway business continued in his family—to have the work to 
which he had devoted twenty-six years of his life, carried on by 
one of his sons—to hand it- down, when it had reached the high 
water mark of success and efficiency, to his son Robert—and to 
that end he had planned for years—but he realized before his 
death, that his plans would probably meet with failure after he 
had gone. He had planned far ahead—in fact had lie left a 
successor of equal capacity and energy to himself, the Baltimore 
& Ohio system . would easily have beconie, in a few years, the 
greatest and most powerful railway system in the world. He 
had planned the New York extension years before he died. He 
had planned a southern extension, in fact southern extensions—
one of which would have formed a direct line to New Orleans, 
and another line down the seaboard states to Florida. and then 
across the gulf states to New Orleans, and on through Louisiana, 
and Texas. to the borders of Mexico, and then across New Alexico 
and Arizona, to -Southern California, and up the Pacific Coast to 
San Francisco. And had he lived, and retained his vigor, there 
is no doubt but that he would have carried out all these plans. 
He had laid out. all these ideas of what he wished to do, before 
certain English capitalists, by whom he was held in high esteem, 
and he felt sure that all that he desired could be carried out—
and -he left all his future work as a legacy for his son to corn- 

piste, and gave him, in detail, instructions as to what he desired 
to be done after his death. 

A few years before he died, when he began to feel the effects 
of overwork and worry, and realized that his health was failing, 
he told one of his intimate friends, with whom he was talking 
about what he had planned should be done, that he feared that his 
son would never be able to carry out this work to a conclusion. lid 
said neither of the boys had shown any real disposition to work 
—they were more interested in having a good time, in devoting 
their energies to pleasure, than to business. lie hoped, however, 
that when the- responsibility was placed on them they might 
develop the old Garrett spirit, and turn out all right, hut the 
fear that they might fail, haunted him. day and night, and he 
could not overcome it, lie had devoted his life to this great 
work, he- had made gigantic plans for the future development 
of the system, and the disappointment. at the prospect that it 
would fail, was so great that it was preying on his mind all the 
time. And there is no doubt that this hastened his death. He 
remarked once to the late Mrs. John II. B. Latrobe, who was 
especially fond of his daughter Mary, "if the boys were only like 
Mary, what a satisfaction it would be to me. I have often wished 
in these last few years, that Mary was a boy. I know she could 
carry on my work, after 1 am gone." 

The history of the Company after Mr. Garrett's death will be 
given in later ehapteni, will show how his worst. fears were real-
ized, and the great plans which he had formulated went to ruin 
—and practieally carried the Baltimore & Ohio down to ruin--
at. least to the verge of ruin, and its slow rehabilitation and its 
resumption of its old time prominence and efficiency, were brought 
about by men, and interests. to whom the name of the really 
great man who was the architect of it all, had become merely a 
tradition—and today, this really great constructive genius, who 
in his time, did more for his city and state, than anyone else in 
her history. is only a legend, except to those of us who are old 
enough to remember what he was and what he did, and we are 
few in number and are fast passing away. Statues have been 
raised in the public squares, and parks, to all sorts of nonentities, 
and almost. unknown mediocrities, but none to the man who built 
the great railway system, and did more than all the others for 
the development of the business and industrial progress and 
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prosperity of the city and state. lie is without a memorial in 
any part of the town, and the name of Garrett, is practically 
unknown and unheard of, except when brought forth by an an-
cient like the writer of these sketches. Here is the place where 
his name should be known and honored by all. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

MR. GARRE'T'P died in 1884. He had completed twenty-six 
years of service as President of the Baltimore & Ohio 

Railway Company, and had built that great system up from 
small beginning until it had become one of the great transporta-
tion lines of the continent. He had piloted it safely through the 
trying and devastating four years of the Civil War period, and 
had earned the gratitude of the nation for his services to the 
Union Government—services which were greater in many ways 
than those of any other one man who was not officially connected 
with the administration—and, with the possible exception of 
Secretary Chase next in value in the early days of the wax to 
those of President Lincoln himself. And had he been from one 
of the Northern States, his name would have been heralded 
throughout the country, and have gone down in the written his-
tory of the nation as one of the saviours of American liberty. As 
he was a Marylander, was a native and citizen of a state south 
of the Mason and Dixon line, he is rarely mentioned by the his-
torians of the period, practically all of whom. have written from 
a biased Northern standpoint, and who have in no important 
instance given credit to a single citizen of any of the border or 
Southern States for any valuable service to the nation during all 
that period of time. The real truth is that a great part of the 
patriotic work which was done in favor of the Union cause at 
the beginning of the war was performed by men in the border 
states, and, had it not been for this work by loyal Marylanders, 
Virginians and Kentuckians, the war would probably have been 
greatly prolonged, the destructive devastation would have been 
much greater, and would have extended far into the states north 
of the line and the whole result of the war might possibly have 
been a compromise and a partial victory for the South. 

There is no doubt but that Mr. Garrett was greatly disap-
pointed at the utter lack of recognition his services received af-
ter the close of the war. The only really prominent men con-
nected with the administration who gave any indication from time 
to time that they appreciated his work were President Lincoln 
and Secretaries Chase and Stanton—and these outstanding fig- 
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ores of the time ail paid tribute to what he had done. Had Mr. 
Lincoln lived there is little doulit len that he would have given 
full credit to the greal Railway Executive for all that he had 
done. But the assassination of the President by a Marylander, 
and the fact that practically all those who were supposed to be 
in the plot to aid the assassin were Marylanders, so embittered 
popular sentiment in the Northern States, that they could see 
nothing but treason and hostility to the Unidn cause and all con-
neeted with it on the part of any inhabitant of that common-
1 visa lth. All this feeling of suspicion and hostility has biased the 
writers who have chronicled the events of the war. And even to 
the present time, the historians who were not even horn when 
the war took place, show the same feeling. Not one of them, so 
far as the writer has been able to discover, has given any credit: 
to the work done by any native of this state for loyalty to the 
Union, and up to t he time of Mr. Garrett 's death in 1884, if there 
had been. even the merest mention, of this great and patriotic 
work in behalf of the Union, the writer has been unable to find 
it out. 

All this adilled to his disappointment and unhappiness in the 
last years of his life. He often spoke of this neglect of his ser-
vires to his old friend, the late John H. B. Latrobe, and bitterly 
resented the injustice of the writers of that time. And he once 
told Mrs. Latrobe that he had prevented the capture of Wash 
ington on three different occasions, by Marylanders and Vir-
ginians, by the promptness of his action, and the loyalty of his 
employees. He had worked day and night for weeks and months 
at times to thwart the plans of the southern sympathihers and 
their allies to surprise and capture the National Capital. lie had 
prevented at one time an uprising which was planned by the 
Secessionists even after the inauguration of Mr. Lincoln. He had 
much to do with the prevention of the assassination of the Presi-
dent-elect while on his way through Maryland to the Capital 
before the inauguration, and he was one of those who did most 
to defeat the plot to kill Me. Lincoln while on his way with Pres-
ident Buchanan up the Avenue. to take the oath of offiee on 
March 4th, 1861. 

These things preyed on his mind. Ile realist 1, as many others 
have done that the public is usually ungrateful, and, together  

with his domestic misfortunes, the untimely death of his wife, 
and the fear that his sons would not prove faithful to the trust 
he had left them to perform, he died, prematurely, a bitterly 
disappointed and unhappy man. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

TEE DEATH of Mr. Garrett was the greatest calamity which 
happened to the Baltimore & Ohio after the rehabilitation 

of the system at the close of the Civil War. The effects were 
not immediately apparent, but it was not long before it became 
evident that the strong, vigorous and dominating personality, 
which had directed the management for twenty-six years, which 
had virtually built it up to its greatest efficiency and prosperity, 
which had piloted it through the storms and devastating stress of 
four years of war, was gone, and that a slow but certain decline 
was beginning, which, after many years, devitalized the great 
organization which Mr. Garrett had built up, and led it into 
bankruptcy and temporary ruin. 

Robert Garrett succeeded his father as President of the Rail-
way Company after his death in 1884. He was young, vigor-
ous, highly educated (a graduate of Princeton) and there waft 
every incentive before him, and every reason to believe, so far as 
the outside observer could determine, that the business of the 
corporation would he carried on with the same force, skill and 
vigor, that had characterized it during the twenty-six years of 
the administration of the elder Garrett. The fact is in certain 
quarters it was believed that the accession of the younger Gar-
rett to the Presidency of the Company, would bring on an in-
creased effort to enlarge the system and extend it to sections not 
heretofore contemplated, and make it what the elder Garrett had 
planned, the dominating railway system of the entire country. 

The corporation was in excellent condition at that time. Its 
credit was at the highest point—its securities were considered 
gilt-edged—its operating force was organized in the best and 
most efficient manner, and the business was all that could be 
handled—and it was handled with promptness and care. In fact 
Mr. Garrett had left everything in the best possible condition in 
every respect, and the Baltimore & Ohio ranked as one of the 
greatest, most effective and highest classed railways in the United 
States, and a brilliant and successful future was predicted for 
it in all parts of the country, and in the markets of the world. 
And while the death of the elder Garrett was deplored, by those  

who knew him, and knew what he had done and was capable of 
doing, greater things were expected of the son, and the people 
of Baltimore, who had a greater personal interest in the welfare 
of the enterprise, as well as a. greater financial interest in it than 
all others, were filled with hopes at the prospect—they believed 
that under the new direction, the prosperity of the city and 
state would be greatly enhaneed, and that the commerce of fir] 
Port of Baltimore would be developed with greater force than 
ever before, and, that the city would soon become the leading 
shipping point. for exports and imports on the Atlantic Sea-
board. And for a time it seemed as if all these glowing expecta-
tions would be realized. The new executive head of the Railway 
Company took hold of his duties with a vigor, energy, and abil-
ity, that. really surprised everybody—especially those who were 
among his personal intimates—and it. appeared as if the pre-
hodings of his father would not be realized—that the young man 
would do all that his fondest hopes desired, and that the respon-
sibility placed upon him, had brought him to a realizing sense 
of what was expected of him, and that he would really make 
good, and would prove capable, in every way, of carrying out 
the extensive plans mapped out for him by his father, in the last 
years of his life. 

No man ever entered upon a great responsibility by inherit-
ance, in this country, with more encouragement on the part of 
the public, than Robert Garrett. He was written up, and spe-
cialized in the newspapers, at great length from one end of the 
land to the other. His entry into his inheritance was hailed as 
the beginning of a new and progressive era, in the management 
of the Baltimore & Ohio, and the plans of the young executive 
were expected to bring to his home town and state, greater pros-
perity than ever before. His advent was hailed with satisfaction 
on all sides, and no man in the city and state of his birth, was 
ever endowed with greater popularity and influence in a few 
short weeks—and there was every indication at the start that it 
was all deserved and that the great expectations were to be real-
ized in the fullness of time. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

HE HIGHLY organized and very practical political machine 
in Maryland, which had its origin in the shrewd and fertile 

mind of William Pinckney Whyte, and later on its fruition in 
the unscrupulous and thoroughly i‘ificient management of Ar-
thur Pue Gorman, who was Governer Whyte's pupil and Later 
on dethroned and succeeded him as head of the machine, was the 
rock on which the Baltimore & Ohio was wrecked and almost 
destroyed. As long as the elder Garrett was in control, he used 
the political machine as one of his chief assets, and, for a time 
even after his death, the alliance was not broken, and peace 
continued greatly to the advantage of the corporation, but also 
to the advantage of the machine—but the alliance was not of 
long duration. It was broken up with a crash which resounded 
throughout the state, and did not end until the machine was 
badly broken and dilapidated, the great Railway Corporation al-
most a wreck, Robert Garrett was dead, Gorman for a time de-
flrried, and practically all those who had taken part in what 
was considered a great Maryland political and financial eatas-
trophy, had been eliminated from the stage, and the great. rail-
way system had not only passed from the control of the Gar-
retts and their Maryland allies, but had ceased to be, what it had 
been from its inception, a purely Maryland and Baltimore in-
stitution. Strangers to the state, interests which knew not the 
Garretts and the tragic history of the man who had built this 
great system which was the pride and glory of Maryland, were 
in control, and are still in control, and the Baltimore & Ohio is 
now one of the great systems of National transportation, and 
while it is still the chief factor in the development and posper-
ity of Baltimore and Maryland, it is no longer the local insti-
tution, which it was wheo it was turned over to the management 
of the younger Garrett, who proved to be unequal to the duty 
handed down to him by his father in 1884. 

There can be no doubt of the fact, after careful review of the 
whole period from 1881-, when Robert Garrott became head of 
the corporation, through all the years of struggle on the part of 
the men who had charge of the work, up to the death of John K. 

Cowen and Arthur P. Gorman, that the control for supremacy 
between these two really able men, had more to do with the de-
moralization and ultimate wrecking of the Baltimore & Ohio 
than all other matters combined. This great struggle lasted for 
practically twenty years. It began in 1885, when Gorman was 
the issue in his contast for reelection to the United States Sen-
ate, although there had been preliminary skirmishes before that 
time. 

At this time Mr. Cowen was really the dominating influence in 
the councils of the Railway Company. He was from Ohio, he 
had been associated with Robert Garrett in their student days at 
Princeton University, and the friendship between these two men 
was of the strongest sort—in fact Mr. Cowen's influence over 
the railway executive was dominating—for the time the great 
lawyer, for Mr. Cowen was a great lawyer as well as a great man 
in other ways, really dominated the Baltimore & Ohio down 
almost to the minutest, details of its management; Mr. Garrett 
would follow his advice in all that he did. 

Mr. Cowen looked upon Senator Gorman as an evil genius, not 
only in public and political affairs, but also in business and all 
other matters. He considered the Gorman influence a blight on 
everything the Senator became connected with, and he determined 
to bring about his overthrow, and aided by a coterie of the ablest 
men in the city and state, he started out on his crusade Which re-
ally did not end until the hand of death had removed them both 
from the scene of strife. And, backed by the vast resources of the 
great railway corporation which stood ready to obey his call, he 
and his colleagues opened up the war—the result of which, af-
ter many years, was a batfered and badly broken up railway 
corporation, a more or less crippled political machine, a large 
number of political and business funerals, the battle at one 
time in favor of Mr. Cowen and the temporary defeat of Mr. 
Gorman, and, at the conclusion of the last great fight, the final 
crushing out of Mr. Cowen, and the triumphant return of Gor-
man to the Senate for a fourth term; a triumph which was soon 
followed by the death of the Senator, and the end of the war 
which had lasted more than twenty years, and had left in its 
wake more destructive effects than were often mused by real 
physical contests. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE FIRST great fight, in which the Baltimore & Ohio entered 
with all its force and vigor, was that of 1885, in which 

every effort was made to dethrone Senator Gorman, and defeat 
him in his desire to secure an election to the Senate for a second 
term, and the opening battle took place in the election for Mayor 
of Baltimore City—the City election taking place one week be-
fore the state election—and it was realized by Mr. Cowen and his 
aides, that a victory over the Gorman-Resin Ring, in Baltimore, 
would bring about such demoralization in the ranks of those who 
were called the regulars, that it would be easy to carry the anti-
Gorman forces through to victory in the entire State, the next 
week. 

Baltimore City had seen many strenuous contests in the past, 
but never one more dramatic, and, on the result of which more 
depended, than that of 1885. 

On the one side were to be found the old line element of the 
democratic party—the men who had been practically side-
tracked, in polities, ever since Mr. Gorman had defeated Wil-
liam Pinckney Whyte, for the Senate in 1880. The candidate of 
the reformers, as they were called, was George William Brown, 
Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench, who had been Mayor of 
the City at the opening of the Civil War. He was nominated as 
a fusion candidate, and endorsed by the republicans, and all 
those democrats who were opposed to the domination of the old 
Gorman-Basin machine—among those who were supporting 
Judge Brown, were practically all the men who, at that time 
were such democrats as General Bradley T. Johnson, who had 
led the Maryland troops in the Confederate Army during the 
Civil War, Severn Teaekle Wallis, easily the leader of the State 
Bar, and noted as one of the greatest orators in the South, who 
had been imprisoned by the Union authorities for treason in the 
early days of the Civil War; William L. Marburg, who had 
sprung into fame almost over night as a lawyer and orator of 
the first class—and most others of prominence, high character, 
and unusual ability in the professional, business and social life 
of the city—and state—and back of all, as the real backbone and  

great bulwark of the anti-Gorman, anti-ring fight, were the great 
figures of John K. Cowen, Robert Garrett, and the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railway Company, with its army of officials, employees of 
all ranks, and its treasury—all working night and day to over-
throw the great political machine, with which the powerful rail-
way interests had been allied for years, during the life of John 
W. Garrett, who had helped build it up, and who had utilized it 
practically up to the day of his death. 

On the other side, backing James Hodges, the ring or organi-
zation candidate, the mail whose defeat or victory was expected 
to make or break the power of Mr. Gorman, was allied the city 
machine, whieh was then in the zenith of its power, and to which 
belonged practically all the active party workers in the city—
the great lawyers were with two exceptions, all against them, 
but Mr. Gorman, at this time, showed more than his usual skill 
and strategy—and, to offset the defection of the powerful Bal-
timore & Ohio Railway influence, he made an alliance with the 
Great Pennsylvania Railway Company, which, up to that time, 
had never taken any part in the political affairs of the state. It 
had always remained quiescent in campaigns, and, so far as 
railway and other corporation affairs were concerned, the Bal-
timore & Ohio had been supreme in Maryland, 

To offset Mr. Cowen and his aides, to counteract the powerful 
influence of the Baltimore & Ohio and its coterie of great law-
yers, Mr. Gorman threw into the breach, Mr. Bernard Carter, 
next to Mr. Cowen, a great lawyer, and orator and the, until 
that time, unknown power of the Pennsylvania Railway Com-
pany, which had been gradually and quietly building up an in-
fluence, not only throughout the state but also in Baltimore City, 
and this contest between the Gorman machine, and the so-called 
reformers, became in reality, a battle to the last ditch between 
the two great railway corporations, the Baltimore & Ohio and 
the Pennsylvania, the one a thoroughly Maryland institution, 
built, owned and managed by Marylanders, the other a foreign 
organization, whose only interest in the eity—and state, was 
derived from the facts that II aryland was a highway to aid in 
the increase of the commercial supremacy of Philadelphia, and 
ineidently to pick up, whatever it col 1d in the way of Maryland 
business, where that could be done without extra exertion and 
extra expense. 
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The battle line thus formed in the fall of 1885, was a great 
one, for on its issue depended not only the welfare of the in-
dustrial, but also the prosperity and welfare of great business 
and corporate interests as well, the effects of which were to last 
for more than a generation. It was to be a battle of giants. 

CHAPTER XX. 

W NILE the campaign of 1885, especially the contest for the 
control of Baltimore City, was ostensibly a fight to over-

throw the Gorman-Rasin Ring, which had absolute power in 
both the city and state governments, it was really a contest be-
tween the two great railway corporations, the Baltimore & Ohio, 
which had been practically absolute in Maryland affairs for a 
generation, and the Pennsylvania Company, which desired to 
dethrone its rival, and gain the position of supremacy—and 
the fight became bitterly personal, and men and character were 
handled by both sides without gloves. No limit was placed on 
the speakers and writers, and men of prominence, heretofore of 
high character and unblemished reputation as citizens, were 
villified, abused, and called all sorts of names, all sorts of sin-
ster and even criminal motives were ascribed to them, and the 

meetings, which were held day and night in all parts of the city, 
were lurid with abuse and villification on both sides. There were 
no neutrals in that fight. The reformers, as they called them-
selves, had the best of the situation so far as the ability and char-
acter of their advocates were concerned, and, baeked by the Bal-
timore & Ohio, and kindred business interests, with a force of 
the leaders of the bar, and prominent business men of all classes. 
they invaded every nook and -corner of the city, and nothing was 
talked about, or even thought about, but the campaign that was 
going on. On the side of the Ring were arrayed a large propor-
tion of the city officials, the practical politicians, and few, a very 
few of the leaders of the bar, most prominent among whom were 
Bernard Carter, Attorney for the Pennsylvania Railroad Com-
pany, and the late John P. Poe, afterward Attorney General of 
the State. 

The vilest and most sordid motives were attributed to the 
leaders of both sides. Men who were supposed to be of irre-
proachable character, on the one side were openly accused of all 
sorts of iniquities by the partisans of the other side, and fights 
were frequent, and at times bloody in character. And all the 
energy and influence of the two great railway companies in 
Maryland, were arrayed on opposite sides, fighting each other 
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as if it were to be a battle to the death, and as if the very ex-
istence of these two great railway organizations were dependent 
on the issue. The Baltimore & Ohio, which had been the real 
backbone of the old democratic organization as long as John W. 
Garrett lived, broke completely away from it. Under the lead-
ership of John K. Cowen the great Maryland corporation bent 
every effort to destroy its old-time ally, which it had used so 
profitably for many years, and backed a heterogeneous alliance 
of dissatisfied democrats, inefficient and untrustworthy repub-
licans, and a rabble of venal floaters, which had been bought up, 
but which, in the end, sold out to the more skilful and unscrupu-
lous leaders of the regular Democratic Ring. 

The whole campaign was full of dramatic and startling sur-
prises. Mr. Cowen, in his scathing and fiery eloquence, not only 
attacked Senator Gorman, and the democratic leaders, by name, 
and held them up to the derision and scorn of the people, but he 
also made a violent attack on the Baltimore Sun, which was sup-
porting the Ring. The Sun replied, and for days the contro-
versy wet on. So far as the argument was concerned, Mr. Cowen 
and his side had by far the best of it. They not only had the 
glaring facts to back up their accusations of corruption and 
fraud on the part of their opponents, but to all appearances they 
had the popular sympathy, for there is now no doubt of the 
fact, the majority of the conservative, law abiding citizens, had 
become weary of the arrogance, corruption, and tyranny of the 
old corrupt organization, which was under the absolute control 
of two of the ablest and most unscrupulous men that ever domi-
nated a city and state, in any part of the land. There never waE, 
any question of Mr, Cowen's honesty and sincerity in that or 
any other fight—indeed he was too honest to cope with such men 
who never claimed to be governed by honest or praiseworthy 
motives in any connection they ever had with public affairs. And 
many of the men who were allied with the great railway lawyer 
in this fight were also actuated by the highest and most patriotic 
motives. Others, however, and they comprised the greatest por-
tion of the Anti-Ring forces, were not actuated by principle in 
anything that they did—not a few of them had been cast out by 
the organization; others were disappointed office seekers, who 
were anxious to get even with their opponents. While many 
ethers were actuated by the desire to get some of the money  

which was being poured out like water by the reformers and 
their allies—the greater part of which was furnished by the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, that organization finally 
realizing that the contest had become more than a struggle be-
tween two political factions and parties—that it was really the 
beginning of a gigantic fight for supremacy between two corpo-
rations—a fight between the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Com-
pany, striving to hold its power in the state where it came into 
existence and which it had dominated for many years, and the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, which was determined to wrest 
that domination away from its rival, and assume the power itself, 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

TEE contest for the control of the City of Baltimore, on which 
depended the control of the entire state, and the re-election 

of Mr. Gorman to the United States Senate, ended in confusion 
and tumult, with both sides fighting for votes, regardless of 
means and regardless of expense. Money flowed like water, and 
votes were bought by both sides in the most open and brazen way. 
Reformers who had passed the best years of their lives fighting 
for purity and decency in politics, threw aside all moral and 
other restraints, and bought votes by every means possible, just 
as their opponents of the Machine were doing, and the city on 
the last days of the campaign, and especially an election day, be-
came the scene of a veritable .saturnalia of corruption and rot-
tenness. It had at last been realized by the Baltimore & Ohio 
Rai!wily officials, that it was a fight to the finish for the control 
of the city and state—a control which that great corporation had 
held, almost unquestioned, for nearly half a century, and which 
their powerful rival, already entrenched in the control of the 
neighboring State of Pennsylvania, was fighting to add to their 
already great possessions. So that. in the end, the contest in 
Maryland in 1885, became a real struggle for supremacy be-
tween two great system of transportation, instead of a battle for 
supremacy between two great political parties. 

In the midst of this tumultuous and turbulent, acrimonious 
and at times, desperate struggle, in the forefront on the side of 
the Fusion or Anti-Ring forces, was found John K. Cowen, Gen-
eral Counsel of the Maryland Railway Corporation, a real giant 
among men, not a few of whom were also giants in ability and 
force, but Mr. Cowen at. that time intellectually, physically, in 
courage and all other qualities, towered above them all—even 
such men as Severn Teackle Wallis, Gen. Bradley T. Johnson, 
William L. Marbury (then rising into great prominence), the 
latter of whom alone remains as a partaker in that great fight. 

The great railroad lawyer was then at the apex of his career, 
and in the prime of his manhood and ability, both physically 
and intellectually. He was a born fighter, and he made a great 
fight. Like all the others he threw scruples to the winds. He  

was fighting the Devil, he said in one of his speeches, and the 
only weapon with which to fight Satan was his own weapon, fire, 
and fire was used on both sides—but political fire was a weapon 
with which the old regulars of the Democratic Gorman-Basin 
organization were familiar, while Mr. Cowen and the reformers 
were amateurs in its use. 

With. few exceptions on the side of the Fusionists and their 
allies, the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, and a large pro-
portion of the financiers and business men of Baltimore, were also 
to be found practically all the representatives of the old Mary-
land-before-the war aristocracy—the people whose fathers had 
made Maryland great and famous from Colonial tunics down 
through the period of the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, 
and even the war between the states, from 1861 to 1865. These 
people resented the dominance of Senator Gorman who, had 
overthrown the. old-time regime of the Maryland land-holding, 
slaveholding, aristocracy, and, to use the expression of one of 
the leaders of that claw, "the scum has risen to the top and now 
wants to smother everyone." In order to overthrow the dom-
ination of "the scum," as they called them, they were ready to 
ally themselves with the Republicans, the negroes and anybody 
else no matter who or what they were, so long as they aided in 
the restoration of the representatives of th.e old family regime to 
power. These were the people whose forefathers had fostered and 
built the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, who had owned and managed 
the banks, who controlled the great mercantile houses, who had 
built and sent out the ships which had made Baltimore and Mary-
land famous for more than a century, and who had been every-
thing in the city and the commonwealth from the earliest times. 
and whose sway had never been challenged or denied. They, and 
their fathers. had been the governors of the state, the mayors of the 
city, the senators of the United States, the members of the House 
of Representatives, the judges, and who believed they had a here-
ditary right to all these places of honor and authority. And Gor-
man and his crowd of followers had not only challenged their 
right to these things, but had taken away from them some of the 
greatest. of these hereditary honors, and were preparing to take 
away others. Truly the stirring up of the political pool had 
brought the scum to the surface, and that scum was threaten-
ing to smother everything connected with the old regime. As a 
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consequence, all these heterogeneous elements banded themselves 
together back of Mr. Cowen and the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
Company, in the great contest for supremacy—against what was 
called "the common herd," back by the powerful, but alien rival 
of the Maryland Corporation, the great Pennsylvania Railway 
of the North. 

And acting under the influence of Mr. Cowen, ready to do all 
that he wished was Robert Garrett, who has succeeded his father, 
the late John W. Garrett, as President of the Baltimore & Ohio, 
and whose interest in the fight from many standpoints was great-
er than any other individual or set of individuals. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

kl,T1 M ORE City has witnessed, in its long history of nearly 
13 two centuries, many great. and stirring political contests, 
Out never one on which so much depended as on that fought 
out in the fall of 1885. In the early days of the nineteenth 
century, mobs ravaged the town during nearly every campaign, 
riots were frequent, people were shot down in cold blood over 
struggles for partisan victory, often where the stakes at issue 
were neither great. as to honor, or of much value from a finan-
cial standpoint. Houses were burned by mobs in their mad par. 
tisan fury, but the issues in those early days were largely based 
on personal matters, and were generally brought about as a 
result of the work of leaders, or of factions represented by cer-
tain leaders—but this campaign for control of the city and state 
government, in 1885, was of an entirely different sort, and few 
of those engaged in it had any real and accurate understanding 
of what. it all meant, and what it was all about, for it brought, 
a new issue into the public life of the city and state, and devel-
oped new forces, led by new men—it was a fight, the echoes of 
which, have hardly died away at the present time (1927), and 
the results of which have had such an effect on the political and 
business life of the state, that those who are old enough to recall 
the events and the men of that day, are constantly reminded of 
what. was done then, and what the acts of those days. and the 
generation which followed them, have brought about in the com-
monwealth. 

The men who were in the centre of the stage then are all gone 
—not one of those who were leaders on either side is now alive—
the nearest living approach to a prominent participator in 
those fights, is William L. Marbury, and he was too young then 
to be a leader—while he was active and capable in the aid he 
gave to his side, he was no more than a lieutenant. Cowen is 
gone and his great rival Gorman is gone. Bernard Carter, John 
P. Poe, Teackle Wallis, Bradley Johnson, William T. Hamilton, 
Ferdinand Latrobe, Isaac Freeman Rasin. and practically all the 
able men who engaged each other in battle array, men whose 
names were household words in the city and state, have all been 
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gathered to their fathers, and are no more than spectacular tra-
ditions to those of the present day, except a mere handful of 
ancients, who, like the writer of these sketches, lags, in the opin-
ion of many, superfluous on the stage. One by one, all have 
gone, Robert Garrett was among the first to depart, and 
the name of the great family, which had so much to do with the 
development of Baltimore and Maryland for more than a gen-
eration, is rarely heard in connection with the state, in the af-
fairs of which the older Garrett took such a dominating part. 
The others are names, no more, names which the few who can 
remember them in the days of their glory, may endeavor to use 
to conjure with, but they conjure no longer, a new generation 
has taken their place 	a generation of purely practical, money- 
loving worshippers of mammon whose contests are waged in 
back rooms, or on the upper floors of some of the vast and tower-
ing temples of mammon, which rise almost to the skies in all 
parts of the fast overgrowing, sordid town. The battles for po-
litical and financial conquests and supremacy, which were fought 
out in the open, in the days prior to and several years after the 
great railway corporation and political battle of 1885, are now 
fought in the dark, in the secrecy of closets and clubs—the men 
who are now doing the work, are schemers and manipulators, 
and real battles are no longer fought. Like the battles of the 
great war, recently closed, the weapons instead of being used in 
hand-to-hand contests of man to man, with sword, spear, battle 
ax and gun, are poison gas, and the attacks are made in the dark 
under the ground, or in the clouds of the air after night. 

And under this management, and under such circumstances 
the fight came to a close—filled with abuse, personal, political 
and financial; charges of fraud, dishonesty and all sorts of cor-
ruption and rottenness, were bandied forth, from side to side. 
Not a man of any prominence on either side, escaped. The lead-
ers on both sides, were openly and violently blaekguarded, and 
villified, not only on the hustings but also in the newspapers. 
Charges of gross immorality and dishonesty, were hurled at. men 
whose names had before that time been synonyms for all that 
was noblest and best in the citizenship of the city and state—no 
one escaped, and liar, fraud, rascal, scoundrel, hypocrite, and 
even thief and assassin, were terms in common use, as they were 
applied to leaders on one side or the other, by their opponents. 

It was a fight never to be forgotten by those who were here to see 
it, and its effects are evident today, in the maintenance of fam-
ily and political feuds among the children of those who took part 
in it, and in some parts of the city and state, the old factional 
alignments, which originated in that memorable contest, are kept 
up among the descendants and successors of the men who were 
active in the affair of 1885. 

And as election day drew near at that memorable epoch, the 
conflict for supremacy between those two great corporations, the 
one hacked by the efficient, and thoroughly capable Gorman-
Rasin political machine, the other backed by a great multitude 
of all sorts and conditions of men, full of zeal and enthusiasm, 
but disorganized, and working together without efficient system 
—like raw militia against the trained regulars of the Gorman-
Rasin forces. 

And during the whole contest, Mr. Rasin, whose skill was 
greater than that of any other leader, seeing that he was prob-
ably outnumbered by his foes—placidly said to those of his men 
who were fearful: "Do not worry about it—give me the window, 
and I don't care who has the votes." And Mr. Rasin had the 
window, 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

iG
IVE ME the window, and I don't care who has the votes," 
said Mr. Rasin, and that was the key to the whole sit-

uation. He had, the window, he controlled the election officials 
in every precinct in the town. No matter how great the major-
ity opposed to his side might be, when the polls opened, and 
when the votes were all east and counted, he could make the re-
turns to suit himself—he could figure out a majority for his side 
in due, legal form, no matter if the ballots actually deposited in 
the boxes, if properly counted and registered, would show sev-
eral thousands in excess of those cast for his candidates. The 
regulars, as they called themselves, that is the leaders who knew 
what had been done in former years, knew what could be done 
again—they had great confidence in Mr. Rasin—they knew if he 
made up his mind that his ticket should be elected, legally or 
otherwise, it would win—there need be no doubt of that. 

But the fight continued to rage with unabated vigor on both 
sides. Roused by Mr. Cowen and his allies, the Baltimore & 
Ohio interests at. last became alive to their danger. They realized 
that all the forces of hostility to the continued domination of 
that great corporation, and its allied interests in Maryland, as 
well as elsewhere, were arrayed against them. They also real-
ized that Senator Gorman, since his break with them after the 
death of John W. Garrett, and his realization that Mr. Cowen 
and his forces were determined to eliminate him and his methods 
from the public life of the city and state, was engaged in a life 
and death struggle, not only to secure his reelection to the United 
States Senate, but also to retain his leadership of the Democratic 
party organization. If the city election were lost, if the regu-
lars failed to elect Mr. Hodges Mayor of Baltimore, he knew 
that Rasin and his forces would join the winning side, and that 
there would be a realignment all along the line, and that he 
would be left out in the cold, a political derelict with all his 
power taken away from him. 

In order to watch, as well as take part in the direction of af-
fairs, the Senator took up his headquarters in Barnum's IIotel, 
then the political center of Maryland just as Rennert's is at the 

present time. And day and night he worked, waited, and watched 
the game that was going on around him, and of which he himself 
was the real center, and on the result of which depended, not 
only his own political future, really all his future, for his whole 
career was political, practical polities, and nothing else. He 
realized that if Hodges should be defeated, it would be useless 
to fight. longer, that this first battle of the war, would determine 
the result, that the war would be practically over. And he knew, 
and the Baltimore & Ohio Railway people knew, and the Penn-
sylvania Railway people knew, that. in the background, purpose-
ly kept in the background by both sides, the real ground for all 
this, tumultuous, enraged and desperate struggle, was not the 
election of either Judge Brown or Mr. Hodges, as Mayor of Bal-
timore,—they were no more than mere pawns in the game—it 
was the continuance of the supremacy of the great. Maryland 
Railway Corporation over the business, transportation, and po-
litical affairs of the city and state, and the curbing of the rising 
power of the rival company which was managed, owned in, and 
devoted to the development. and further supremacy of the City 
of Philadelphia. And yet, to all outward appearances, the con-
test. was purely local—a contest for the control of the city gov-
ernment of Baltimore, and the distribution of the petty offices, 
and other perquisites incident thereto. Few imagined what was 
the real ground work of the struggle—but Mr. Gorman knew, 
and Mr. Cowen knew, and, while others may have surmised some 
of these things, their surmises were indefinite—they had no cer-
tain data on which to base any real knowledge of the true state of 
affairs. And those who did know, no matter on what side they 
were aligned, were too wise to make public the facts at the basis 
of the fight. And it is a strange fact, that the real truth of all 
these things did not dawn on the general public for years—it 
was not until the Baltimore & Ohio was practically a wreck, that 
it was in the hands of receivers, that the last set in the drama, 
planned and carried on by Mr. Gorman and his allies for several 
years. failed to turn out. as they had been scheming to have it 
turn out, that people were convinced that the entire game had 
been carefully planned, after the death of John W. Garrett, and 
that the eity campaign in 1885, was the first inning of the game. 
Gorman and his conspirators won the first inning—they also won 
several others, alternating in losing and winning, but the last 



and final inning went against them, and they lost out, after 
scheming, conspiring, committing all sorts of frauds—they lost, 
but their opponents did not. win. It was like the old story of two 
dogs fighting for a bone, while they were struggling over it, 
another dog sneaked up and ran off with the prize. 

But the city election came off in due time. The contest was 
strenuous until the polls closed, and the vote was counted. All 
day long the struggle went on, the dead in the cemeteries were 
voted for Hodges; the town swarmed with repeaters of all sorts, 
sonic, of whom voted as often as eighteen times; all sorts of 
frauds were committed, and the catalogue of crooked perform-
ances would fill a small volume. 

While all this was going on, Senator Gorman and Mr. Basin 
sat. in rooms in Barnum's tiotel; messengers were going and 
coming all day, and until the last votes were counted, and the 
result made known. Mr. Hodges' majority over Judge Brown 
was twenty-three hundred—it was in accordance with Mr. Ha-
sin's orders. 

"Give me the window, and I don't care who has the votes." 
Gorman and his Pennsylvania allies won. Mr. Cowen and the 

Baltimore & Ohio lost. The first battle was over, but the war 
which then began lasted nearly twenty years, and the wreck and 
ruin wrought by it has not entirely disappeared, although all the 
chief actors in the tragedy have been gathered to their fathers--
have gone to their reward and, verily, their works do follow them. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

I N THE PAIL of 1891, down on the Eastern Shore, at Rateliff 
Manor, the residence of Senator Charles II. Gibson, was gath-

cre,1 a notable company of prominent men. 
First, was Senator John G. Carlisle, of Kentucky, later Sec-

retary of the United States Treasury in the second Cleveland 
Cabinet. 

Second, Ferdinand C. Latrobe, Mayor of Baltimore. 
Third, John P. Poe, then candidate for Attorney General of 

Haryland. 
Fourth, ea-Congressman Charles H. Gibson, who a few weeks 

later was appointed United States Senator to succeed E. K. Wil-
son, and fifth, Frank Brown, Democratic candidote for Gov-
ernor. Last, and most important of all, was Senator Arthur P. 
Gorman. These gentlemen were out campaigning for the Demo-
cratic ticket, and were to address a mass-meeting at Easton the 
following day. The writer of these sketches was also present, as 
Mr. Gibson's secretary. 

In the course of the conversation after dinner, Senator Car-
lisle said: "Gorman, whatever brought about the break between 
you and the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company? At one time 
you, and your party organization and that company worked to-
gether—in fact the alliance between the two was considered iron-
clad in its character—and I was greatly surprised when the 
break came in such a violent and vigorous way. What brought 
it all about?" 

Mr. Gorman said: 
"It is a long story. But the facts are that I saw the break 

was inevitable, even before the death of John W. Garrett, who 
had always been my friend, even from the time I was an em-
ployee of the Senate during the war. 

"I knew that Robert Garrett would be completely under the 
influence of John K. Cowen, and that Cowen was my avowed 
enemy—in fact Mr. Cowen told me as early as 1883, that I and 
my organization ought to be overthrown. At that time we were 
trying to strengthen the state and city organizations, and at one 
time I was in Mr. Garrett's office talking with him about some 
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matters he wanted attended to in Annapolis when the legislature 
should meet in a few weeks time. 

"Mr. Cowen came in, while we were talking matters over, and 
Mr. Garrett asked him some questions the purpose of which I 
have forgotten. Cowen replied, and, in the course of the conver-
sation, he expressed his opinion on the conduct of both city and 
state affairs by the organization, and was severe in his stric-
tures on certain people, and was especially critical in regard to 
Rasin and myself, holding us responsible for what he considered 
the 'corrupt and criminal city machine.' He said we would have 
to change our tactics, or we would be 'thrown out by the people,' 
and that he was ready to help it. 

"Mr. Garrett laughed, as he said: 'Well, Cowen, I believe you 
will have your hands full if you undertake that job,' and changed 
the subject. 

"I knew, then, that Cowen would do all he could to put us out 
of business, if he ever bad a chance, but as long as Mr. Gar-
rett lived, lie was not able to do much except blackguard us, al-
though he was personally openly hostile. 

"When Mr. Garrett died, and Robert succeeded him, as the 
head of the Baltimore & Ohio, it soon became evident that Cow-
en's influence over the young man was paramount to that of all 
others, and that his time to 'put us out of business,' or at ]east 
to try to do it had arrived. 

"Rasin and I called on Robert. Garrett to talk matters over 
with him, and to find out what his position would be toward the 
organization, of which Rasin and I were the active heads. Ho 
was agreeable and polite, but did not seem to have formed any 
plan as to what he would do. At. last, just before we were about 
to leave, he sent for Cowen, asking us to wait• a moment. Cowen 
came in and Garrett told him the purpose of our visit. He soon 
settled the position of Mr. Garrett and the Baltimore & Ohio—
in fact he made an open declaration of war, war to the knife 
against us and all those that. were allied with us. 

"He was emphatic in his denunciation of the whole political 
system, and all connected with it. He said Rasin and I were al-
lied with the lowest criminal classes of the city, and that our 
control of the city and state governments was based on fraud 
and corruption and should be overthrown, that the whole struc-
ture of the organized Democratic party in Maryland, especially  

in Baltimore City, was based on criminal practices, and on our 
control of the real criminal and send-criminal classes—that the 
underworld, and the allied forces of the underworld, were the 
bases of our power, and that he was going to devote his time and 
energy to overthrow us, and. to that end would form any com-
binat•ions possible to gain his point. In fact he was brutally 
frank in all that he said—he told us in. plain language what he 
thought of us and what, he thought of our work in both city and 
state politics. He called it 'a system of organized political brig-
andage,' of which Rasin and I were the acknowledged leaders. 

"He told us what he expected to do, whom he expected to have 
as his aides, and, in strong words, without regard to politeness 
or any show of decency, made a plain declaration of war, and 
warned us what to expect. 

"At last, after lie had gone into all sorts of details as to our 
iniquities, and shortcomings, he said: 

"And the most important and influential of all the allies we 
expect to have, in this grim fight to the death, of one side or the 
other, is Mr. Garrett, backed by all the power of the great corpo-
rations of which he is the head. Now you know, gentlemen, 
what to expect; I have made no concealment of our purpose. 
Our cards are all on the table before you." 



70 	 GREAT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY Or 	 THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD 	 71 

CHAPTER XXV. 

WHILE COWEN was laying clown to us his ultimatum," 
continued Senator Gorman, "I was watching Mr. Gar-

rett. He was evidently, uneasy, but said nothing. He looked up 
at Cowen, from time to time in an admiring, but surprised sort 
of a way, and it was diffzeult to determine whether he was ap-
proving what his counsel said, or was indifferent to the purport 
of it. Toward the end of the conference, lie appeared to be 
bored, and uneasy, and Cowen, observing this, closed his dis 
course as to our iniquities, rather abruptly, with the words, our 
cards are all on the table before you." 

"Basin sat there all the time saying not a word. He was evi-
dently surprised at the hostility manifested by Cowen (he said 
so afterward). He was really opposed to a break with the Bal-
timore &. Ohio, with which be had been working in harmony for 
so many years." 

"When Cowen had finished, I saw that Mr. Garrett was anx-
ious to have us go, but I was determined to find out from him, in 
plain words, whether he agreed with Cowen, and whether he 
really intended to back him, to the extent he had led us to ex-
pect. So I asked him, pointedly, if his views had been correctly 
stated by his Counsel. He said they were, that be intended to 
leave the management of all such matters to Mr. Cowen—that he 
knew nothing about them—that he had the utmost confidence in 
the loyalty and gobd judgment, of his Counsel, and that all such 
questions would hereafter be in his hands. We then left the 
office. 

"As we came out, Resin said: 'Well, we arc going to have a 
hell of a time. Cowen evidently means business, and Garrett 
will back him, for evidently he intends to shift all this respon-
sibility on his shoulders. He does not like work, he does not like 
responsibility, and will do nothing. What do you think of it 
now?' 

"We are in for a fight for our very existence as an organiza-
tion, and as leaders of that organization, I said: and the sooner 
we prepare for it the .better. I never had any hope that we could 
do anything with Cowen, but I had some hope that Garrett might  

assert himself, and take a course of his own. He has none of 
the qualities of his father. He doesn't like work, he doesn't like 
responsibility and we have nothing to expect from him. We 
must make other alliances to offset this defection, but there is no 
doubt we have lost the most powerful ally we had—but I do not 
intend to give up the fight. We can make another alliance, and 
we must do it without further delay." 

"And that, gentlemen, said Senator Gorman, "was the be-
ginning of the fight which is still going on, and that is why the 
Demoeratie organization made its alliance with the Pennsylva-
nia Railway Company. This fight has now been going on for 
Nix years and more. There is a lull at. the present time, hut it 
will soon break out again. We have beaten them to a standstill 
in every fight up to the present time. They are not interfering 
with us in this campaign—we are too strong now with the peo-
ple. I had expected that they would make a fight against my 
reelection to the Senate this year, but wisely they considered 
they would be wasting their time and energy. The last time I 
saw Cowen, I asked him what he intended to do this year. He 
said they were resting, preparing for the next fight. He also 
said that my management of the Force Bill fight had strength-
ened me beyond all reason, that the Republicans were so com-
pletely disorganized in Maryland that he could hope for no help 
from them." 

"Before we parted, he said : don't think we have given up. 
You remember I told you that the fight would continue until 
we had put your crowd out of power. It is going to be a longer 
fight than I expected. You have proved stronger and more re-
sourceful than I ever believed you would be. But we forced you 
to give us a fairly decent election law, when you were compelled 
by public sentiment to pass the Australian ballot bill, You said, 
in one of your speeches in opposition to that law, that it ought to 
he labelled a bill to relegate the Democratic party to the rear. 
You will find that. in the end you were a true prophet. It may 
take seine years to do it, but in the end it will be the means of 
overthrowing your power. 

"We are having no trouble of any consequence now with Cow-
en and his Baltimore & Ohio Corporation, which he dominates 
with more absolute authority than ever. But at the first oppor- 
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tunity they will get after us again, and no one wilt be surprised 
when they do so. 

"And that gentleman is an account, in a few words, of the 
break between the Democratic organization and the Baltimore & 
Ohio." 

And, as a closing sentence Mr. Gorman said: 
"The truth is, it all had its inception in Cowen's hostility to 

me, personally. He placed it all on the high plane that he was 
fighting for what he called purity and decency in politics. That 
was only an excuse. He eared nothing for purity and decency in 
polities. He cares nothing now. He wanted power, and I stood 
in his way, so he determined to put me out of business,' so that I 
could do no harm," he said. 

"I am still in business, and he has failed to overthrow me. For 
the present he has yielded to a truce. But the fight will open up 
again, later on. Of that I have no doubt." 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

SEN ATolt CARLISLE asked Senator Gorman a few questions re-
garding the relations of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway com-

pany and the Democratic party, and the discussion of the sub-
jeet was continued for the rest of the evening. Mr. Poe, Gener-
al Latrobe and Governor Brown (he was elected Governor later 
on) joining in from time to time. In reply to an inquiry from 
Senator Carlisle Senator Gorman said: 

" Cowen is not a Marylander. He is from Ohio. He was in 
Princeton us a student, with Robert Garrett, and Garrett brought 
him to Baltimore. As long as the elder Garrett lived, he was in 
the background although he became somewhat prominent even 
then. He is a man of the most unbounded ambition. He wants 
to rule, and is not willing to submit to the dictation of anyone, 
not even his employers, and after the death of Robert Garrett's 
father, he became the absolute dictator of the Railway Company, 
and has continued to be its dictator ever since. His one great 
chject has been to overthrow the Democratic organization in 
Maryland, and install in its place a hybrid combination of his 
own, and while he is comparatively quiet now, he intends to 
break out again at what he may consider an opportune time. He 
is ready to go any length to win out. He is using all the force 
and power of the Railway Company for this one purpose. All 
other matters are secondary with him to this, he is determined to 
put me, and the organization of our party, as he says 'Where 
we can do no harm.' He has been at this work now for more 
than six years. 

"Offers have been made to him to compromise, but he is un-
compromising, The Railway Company is always wanting some-
thing from the City of Baltimore and the State of Maryland, up 
to the time when Cowen entered into the field, it always got 
what. it. wanted, and the railway people and the state and city 
leaders worked together hand in hand, in harmony, and there 
was never any trouble. 

"Now the ease is different. They are obliged to fight for all 
they get, and they get very little. They have spent large amounts 
of money in their efforts to destroy our power, and have failed. 
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They are ready to spend more and will have to spend more, and 
then they will not win, and all this hostility, which is really 
directed at me, has done the Railway Company no earthly good. 

"Up to the time of this fight, which Cowen has called, 'a grim 
fight,' began, the people of the state, and especially the Demo-
crats who comprise a vast- majority of the best people in the 
state, were proud of their great. railway, which they looked upon 
as their own greatest, institution, which they, and their fathers, 
had built and developed, and really cherished as a part of the 
state's assets. 

"They resent. the intrusion of this man, an alien to our state, 
and his efforts to destroy the party organization to which nearly 
all of them belong. They do not look upon Cowen as a real 
Marylander. They look upon him as an interloper who has come 
here, has gained control of their greatest. business asset, and 
row wants to dictate to them in all public matters, to dictate 
the policies of their city and state, to say whom they shall elect 
to office, and in other words, to boss everything and everybody 
in Maryland, not only in their business affairs, but also in all 
their politica! and other public matters. And they do not in-
tend to submit to it. 

"Cowen has gathered around him a number of our own peo-
ple, and they are aiding him in his work, and have been aiding 
him even since he started out to play this game. Most of them 
are disappointed office-seekers, men who have either been turned 
out of office or who have been refused office, and they are ready 
to do his bidding, even to the extent. of destroying or crippling 
their own party, and thus going hack on the very organization 
which has been the bulwark of all that is decent and hest in 
Maryland ever since the reconstruction period at the elose of 
the Civil War. 

"As a result. of all these things there has arisen throughout 
the entire state a feeling of bitter hostility, not only toward 
Cowen and his followers, but also toward the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway Company, and a large proportion of the people of the 
state, especially all those who are loyal Democrats and real Mary-
landers. are beginning to look upon the Baltimore & Ohio and its 
managers, as enemies, not only to their party, but also to the 
city and state. And in the end this sentiment will have a decid- 

edly bad effect on everything connected with this, the greatest 
business enterprise in the state. 

"So much has this view of the case impressed me, that, on one 
occasion, not many months ago, when I met Cowen in Washing-
ton, I told him what I believed would be the final effect of this 
fight, that the goat would be the Railway Company. 

"He laughed. and said in reply: 'You and your crowd will be 
responsible for all the evil that may result from what is going 
on. For the good of the state and city, you and Rasin should 
get out. If you do, there will be no more trouble, and until you 
do get out, this fight. is going on, no matter who may be hurt in 
the final outcome.' " 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

BACK of all the fight between the Railway Company and the 
Gorman Ring, it. gradually developed that the real object 

of the Senator, and the business and professional men who were 
in the alliance of the political leaders, and the Pennsylvania 
t 'ompany, was the secret intention to wreck the great Maryland 
Corporation, and force it into the hands of a receiver, with the 

entual expectation that it would pass into the control of the 
rival corporation. While these objects were carefully kept un-
der cover, the fact was known to those who were in the confi-
dence of Mr. Gorman—it was also understood that everything 
possible would be done to embarrass Mr. Cowen and those who 
were allied with him in his fight. 

All sorts of reports and rumors were spread about throughout 
the country, that were detrimental to the management of the 
Company. New York financiers and moneyed men in all the 
large cities, were flooded with reports as to the shaky condition 
of the Company. The equipment of the property was derided, 
the management was criticised for its supposed inefficiency, and 
extravagance, and it was even accused of dishonesty. 

These reports were sent out from day to day from Baltimore 
and Washington, and, through the influence of Senator Gorman 
and his allies, were spread broadcast in the newspapers from one 
end of the land to the other and especially in Baltimore, New 
York and Philadelphia. As a result of this hostile and insid-
ious propaganda, the financial circles were gradually permeated 
with suspicion, and the securities of the Maryland Corporation 
were greatly depressed in the stock market, and the borrowing 
capacity was reduced to a. minimum until it became almost im-
possible to secure loans, which were necessary to keep up the 
standard of efficiency in the operating department, and to pro-
vide for further extensions of the road where such had been 
planned, and, in some instances, were in course of construction. 
The conspirators had practically forced the management to the 
wall, where it was gasping and struggling for existence. They 
openly boasted that they were at last in a position to gain their 
point—that they had Cowen where they wanted him, and that 

it was only a matter of time, when, to use Senator Gorman's 
expression, they "would be able to drive Mr. Cowen and his 
forces completely out,"—that he would be shorn of all power 
and rendered helpless and hopeless and incapacitated to fight 
against them any more. But Mr. Cowen did not give up—he 
continued to fight on and did not give up the struggle for sev-
eral years—and before he gave up the contest, he really over-
threw Gorman and his Ring, turned them out of power for a 
period of four years, defeated the Senator for re-election, kept 
him out of the Senate for four years, and, to all appearances had 
won the fight. But the victory was only temporary—the fight 
(lid not stop, and while Gm-man and his forces were shorn of po-
litical power for the time being, they did not stop, but quietly 
and forcefully, under cover it is true, kept on, and in the end 
were returned to the control, and regained all they had lost, as 
far as the government of Maryland was concerned. 

They gained one point, however, but the result of their vic-
tory was barren, so far as it brought any personal advantage to 
them. For years their object had been to place the Railway into 
the hands of receivers by destroying its credit—and, so far as 
they were able, making it not only a financial but a physical 
wreck. They succeeded in forcing the receivership, in greatly 
crippling the efficiency of the entire system, and thus injuring 
1he prosperity and welfare of thousands of innocent people whose 
fortunes were either destroyed or greatly reduced—they failed 
to gain their principal object,—which was the control of the re-
et.ivership, and thus obtain the control of the management of the 
entire system, to do with it whatever they might desire. 

Senator Gorman's closest friend and business ally was Thomas 
M. Lanahan, who was reckoned the shrewdest., ablest and most 
unscrupulous lawyer in Baltimore. Mr. Lanahan was a careful, 
dignified, reserved, and quiet lawyer, who never allowed his 
right hand to know what his left was doing, and the public gen-
erally never knew what he was doing, professionally or other-
wise. He was the advisor of the Senator, not. only in all ordin-
ary business matters, but also in all important matters connected 
with his work in the Senate at Washington. He was noted as 
the richest lawyer in Baltimore, and he was a frequent visitor 
to the Capitol at Washington, where, in a quiet and skilful man- 
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ner, aided by the Maryland Senator, he managed the passage 
through Congress of many of the important business deals which 
were ever put over on the people of the country, by Congressional 
action. In other words, Mr. Lanahan was one of the ablest and 
most successful lobbyists ever known in the legislative hails of 
the government, and one of the greatest and most notable of all 
his achievements, was the amendment of the Sugar Schedules in 
the Wilson Tariff Bill, in 1894, for which President Cleveland 
denounced Senator Gorman not only as a traitor to the Demo-
cratic party but also to the country. 

And Mr. Lanahan was the man picked by Senator Gorman, 
and the enemies of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, to 
be the receiver of that great system of transportation, when they 
had accomplished their plans, and brought it to the stage of 
bankruptcy. 

But Mr. Lanahan never became the receiver. The Court ap-
pointed Mr. Cowen and Oscar G. Murray. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

T HE simple announcement that the United States Court had 
appointed John K. Cowen and Oscar G. Murray, receivers 

of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, meant much to the gen-
eral public, because it marked the end of the control of that 
great Maryland enterprise by the people of the state where it 
originated and where it had played such an important part 
in its development, for more than two-thirds of a century. It 
also brought about a great reduction in the incomes of thousands 
of people of all classes and conditions—for the securities of the 
company were widely held, in large and small amounts in all 
parts of the state—widows and orphans, banks, trustees of es-
tates, public and private institutions, charitable, educational 
and otherwise, were crippled and faced disaster, when the Bal-
timore & Ohio Coinpany ceased to pay dividends. Among in-
stitutions, the greatest sufferer was the John Hopkins Trust, 
including not only the University, but the Hospital, for a great 
part of the Hopkins estate was made up of securities of this con-
tinental system of transportation, and the State of Maryland 
and citizens individually were obliged to go to the assistance of 
these, Baltimore's two outstanding institutions, in order to pre-
vent a serious crippling of them in their work. Families, which 
had for years depended on the regular dividends of the Balti-
more & Ohio for a major part of their income, were obliged to 
reduce their expenses, in order to meet the effect of this catas-
trophe—and trust funds and other supposed-to-be gilt-edged in-
vestments were sadly depleted so far as their income producing 
ability was concerned, and more people were affected by this 
failure than by anyone thing that had ever happened in the 
history of the commonwealth. 

The result of the selfish machinations of Senator Gorman and 
his coterie of scheming, unscrupulous politicians and business 
men, on the one hand. and Mr. Cowen and his coterie on the other 
hand, had wrecked, for the time being, one of the largest, most 
important, and most valuable systems of transportation in the 
United States. Their struggles and conflicts for control of the 
state and city government, had made the Baltimore & Ohio a 
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target for attack on all sides, and the inevitable result followed—
it was laid out, prostrate and helpless, a prey to its foes, and 
the men who had smashed it into a shapeless mass, never profited 
by their work. Others, alien to the state and alien to the people, 
who for more than half a century had devoted all their means 
and all their energy to the construction and upbuilding of this 
great enterprise, profited by the devastating work. Its control, 
and even its management, were taken over by others, and it has 
taken years to rehabilitate it, and to overcome the evils brought 
about by a few ambitious and unscrupulous men, in their con-
tests for power and wealth. 

Senator Gorman was often called the evil genius of Maryland 
polities. During his long, and often picturesque career, he never, 
at any time in any of his public or private utterances, claimed to 
be governed by principle, or to have principles of any sort., based 
on morality or regard for the public good. To him the end 
justified the means, no matter how crooked and unscrupulous 
those means might be, and when, after the death of John W. 
Garrett, the man who was destined to be his arch-enemy and 
evil genius, John K. Cowen, succeeded in lining up the forces of 
the Baltimore & Ohio Company, and its great resources against 
him, he determined to destroy or take away from his adversary 
what he knew was the bulwark of his strength—even if he had 
to wreck the greatest asset the state possessed. He worked day 
and night lo attain his object. It was never out of his mind 
Anything he could do, any alliance he could make, which was 
detrimental to his foes, either material or otherwise, he was 
ready to make, no matter what might be the effect on others—
and no matter who those others might be. 

The result of this long-drawn out fight—it lasted for years, 
with varying phases—now one side up and apparently about to 
become victorious, now the ease reversed and the other side up, 
while the principals in the struggle were passing the meridian 
of life, but there was never any letup, never any real cessation—
sometimes outwardly, with trumpets blowing, drums beating 
in a political campaign—at other times, while all was outwardly 
quiet, the mining and countermining was going on under ground 
—but it never stopped, there was never any rest—and in all 
the history of corporation, and mingled corporation and political  

contests in the land, there was never one in which so much was 
involved, and in which more people were injured, morally and 
financially, than in that which resulted in the wreck of the great 
Baltimore & Ohio Railway system, more than a quarter of a een-
tury ago. 
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CHAPTER xxrx. 

THE fight of Senator Gorman and his allied forces against the 
Baltimore & Ohio, and the so-called reformers, under the 

leadership of Mr. Cowen, developed many unique features which 
were not visible to the public, but. which had great influence on 
the outcome of the struggle. It was a skilfully managed affair 
from start to finish. It had many of the features of a Iong 
drawn out, crooked game of cards—crooked on both sides, for 
while so far as Mr. Cowen, and his allies were concerned, there 
was a determination to play on the square, there was never 
even the slightest pretense on the part of Mr. Gorman and his 
forces, that they would play in the same way—in fact it was 
thoroughly understood that the Gorman end of the game would 
be played without scruple of any sort, without regard for law 
or fair play, or any consideration for ethical or moral propo-
sitions. 

When Mr. Cowen, in the presence of Robert Garrett, told 
Senator Gorman what they intended to do, he said, to use his 
own words, "Our cards are on the table, you know what we have 
determined to do, you have fair warning." 

The Senator did not lay his cards out on the table—he was 
never known to do that, and, it may be placed to his credit, in 
all games, political or otherwise, that he never pretended to 
play a fair game, and he never believed that any of his opponents 
were sincere when they said that, they would play fair and 
square, in anything, political or otherwise. He did not believe 
in square games, hr did not believe that others believed in square 
games, and, therefore, he only smiled his usual, doubtful, cynical 
and sarcastic smile, when Mr. Cowen said he had laid his cards 
out on the table—the Senator had no doubt but that the great 
railway attorney had stuffed a few aces and bowers up his sleeve, 
to use when the proper time arrived. 

As a result of this phase of the contest, which soon became 
evident to all, Mr. Cowen was obliged to change his tactics—be 
saw that he must play as Gorman played, or lose out without 
great delay. He realized, that when his opponent played with 
marked cards, that the decks were stacked, he at once said, "if  

they intend to play that sort of a game, we will do the same 
thing. When you fight the devil your only safe weapon is fire. 
We will use fire," and from that time on both sides played the 
same sort of a game—both sides used all sorts of tricks, no mat-
ter how unscrupulous, in order to thwart each other. On the 
surface there was much blowing of trumpets and beating of 
drums—underneath the real work was going on, unseen by the 
public at large, and no more crooked, unscrupulous, and un-
principled game was ever played in this or any other country or 
in any other age. The famous conspiracies of the middle ages 
were models for this, and while there were no such assassinations 
as those prevalent in the days of Machiavelli and the Borgias, 
characters and reputations were assassinated without scruple. 
Senator Gorman had a mediaeval mind, the maxims of Machiavelli 
were his maxims, and, Mr. Cowen soon saw that he was playing 
a Borgian game, and he adopted the same tactics. Like those 
struggles for wealth and power in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries in Italy and France, this great struggle lasted through 
years, with apparent victory perching now on one side and now 
on another—with the stakes, the control of a state and a great 
business enterprise, a great system of National transportation. 

And, like its mediaeval prototypes, there was no permanent 
victory for either side—there was only destruction and ruin 
left, and the contestants died, and others who had taken no 
part in the great struggle gained the prizes—and now all the 
giant figures who held the stage for all those years, who in 
turn received the applause or the execration of the people, are 
no more than traditions. The ill they did in life, lives after 
them—the little good they did has been interred with their bones, 
and all are fast passing into the limbo of forgotten memories. 
They struggled and fought for years for a great prim—they con-
spired and deceived, they robbed and swindled to gain their 
point—they held the seats of the mighty of the land for a gen-
eration—and now they are almost forgotten memories. 

As the inspired Psalmist of Israel said three thousand years 
ago: 

"I myself have seen the wicked in great prosperity, and flour-
ishing like a green bay-tree." 

"I went by, and lo, they were gone, and the place that saw 
them once, Own see them no more forever." 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

THE long-drawn out contest between the Baltimore & Ohio 
and the old Gorman organization, was dramatic and inter-

esting on the outside, but the underground work was equal to 
the best sort of mediavaI secret service, described in the records 
of the conspiracies of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 
Plots and counterplots were going on, and while Mr. Cowen and 
Senator Gorman were engaged in their stage play before the 
public, the real, effective fighting was going on under the sur-
face in Washington, Baltimore and New York. 

One of the men who was actively but secretly engaged in 
all these trying times, times which made Mr. Cowen old and 
gray before his time, and had lasting effect on Mr. Gorman, 
both physically and mentally, for the strain was heavy, was 
Eugene E. Grannan, at that time head of the secret service force 
of the railway company. 

No man in Maryland was more active and efficient in that 
sort of work, and few, very few, knew anything about it. One 
day he would be in Cumberland, or Oakland, and the next day 
he would be in Hagerstown or Frederick, while a day or two 
later he would be in New York. Day and night he would be on 
duty, and probably no one but Mr. Cowen ever knew what he 
did and how he did it. And that he thwarted and upset many 
of the plans and schemes of Gorman and his co-conspirators, was 
admitted by the few who were on the inside of what was going 
on. In regard to his work, Senator Gorman once said that Gran-
nan was the most useful and as well as the most skilful man he 
ever knew for that sort of work, and so impressed was the Sena-
tor that he enlisted certain men of prominence to see what could 
be done to call Grannan off. 

As a result of this desire to get rid of him, or to entice him to 
leave the service of the railway, an arrangement was made for 
Grannan to have an interview with Gorman, which took place 
at the home of the Senator in Washington. 

In this interview Gorman did not beat around the bush or 
attempt in any way to camouflage his desires. He came out  

plainly—he said he wanted to get Grannan away from the Balti-
more & Ohio. He wanted him to work for his side, or if lie 
could not do that, to get him away from Cowen. 

He told Grannan that he was the most efficient and capable 
agent enlisted against them—that he was doing their cause more 
harm than any other one man. 

He offered Grannan money, but that was refused, and then 
offered to secure him a place in the Government service, at a 
salary greatly in excess of that which he was receiving from 
Cowen—he wanted above all other things to get him away from 
Cowen, and he was ready to do all in his power to attain that 
end—what did Grannan want/ 

All the offers of the Senator were refused—Grannan told him 
that he had never been disloyal to any cause, or any person, 
in whose services he was enlisted, and that he did not intend 
to be disloyal now, no matter how great the reward might be, 
and he went to work with more zeal and energy than ever. And 
in the latter years of his life, when he had retired from all ac-
tive duties, it was his proudest boast that he never betrayed a 
trust, and was faithful to his employers through all the tempta-
tions and trials of those strenuous years, when those for whom 
he worked were literally in a death struggle for their very ex-
istence. When they were in a death grip with one of the most 
iniquitous and powerful combinations of powerful conspirators, 
both political and commercial, ever known in this or any other 
land. And that he proved faithful to the end is a matter of 
history. He never wavered in his allegiance, he was never doubt-
ed as to his unwavering loyalty, and in his declining years, he 
was honored by all who knew him. 

Near the close of his career, Mr. Cowen paid a tribute to Mr. 
Grannan. He publicly said that in all his long and trying ex-
perience, in his strenuous life, he had never been connected 
with a more honorable, faithful and upright man than Eugene 
Grannan. That he had remained steadfast in his allegiance to 
the Baltimore & Ohio Company, through all its troubles and 
trials. That his work had been valuable beyond calculation, 
and that it was an honor to have been associated with him in the 
work which they had done. He had never for an instant, failed 
in the performance of his duty. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

A s an illustration of the closeness of the watch the contending 
forces kept on each other, in the struggle over the Balti-

more & Ohio Railway, when the fight was at its most intense 
point, the writer recalls that one morning after he had left 
Union Station on his return from New York, he overtook Mr. 
Cowen, who was walking down Charles Street, to his office. 

At that time the discussion of the status of the Railway Com-
pany was a matter of considerable public interest, and there was 
more than the usual amount of talk as to the probable outcome 
of the contest, between the forces Ied by Mr. Cowen and those 
led by Senator Gorman. It was the general impression that an 
extremely critical point had been reached, and it was a matter 
of almost daily expectation that something startling was likely to 
happen at any time. 

Senator Gorman and Mr. Thomas M. Lanahan were in New 
York. The writer had seen them on Wall Street the day before, 
and later in the evening had again seen them, together with 
several other gentlemen, in conference in the lobby of the Hoff-
man House. He had exchanged a few words with the Senator, 
who said he expected to be in New York for several days. 

Thinking that Mr. Cowen, whom he knew was always inter-
ested in the movements of the Senator, his great rival, he said: 

"I saw Senator Gorman and Mr. Lanahan in New York yes-
terday. In fact I saw them twice—once on Wall Street and 
later in the lobby of the Hoffman House. They were evidently 
about to have some sort of a conference, for, In company with 
several other, rather important looking men, they went up stairs 
about eight o'clock and did not come down again until after ten. 
The Senator said he expected to be in New York for several 
days." 

Mr. Cowen was at once interested. He said: "Did you recog-
nize any of the men who were with them?" 

"Only one. Mr. Massey, the General Counsel of the Pennsyl-
vania Railway Company, whom I knew by sight was the last of 
the crowd to arrive. They were apparently waiting for him, for 
as soon as he came in, they went up stairs. Mr. Massey had with  

him a young man, who was carrying a very large portfolio, and 
was evidently a secretary." 

Mr. Cowen looked at his watch, and said : 
"I must go to New York, I shall have time enough to go to 

the office and catch the next train. I am very, very much obliged 
to you for this information. Ride down with me," he said, as 
he hailed a cab. "I usually walk down town, but I have no 
time to spare today." 

On the way down Mr. Cowen put me under a rigid cross exam-
ination, to find out if I could tell him more about the movements 
of Gorman and Lanahan. But I had told him all I knew—I had 
seen them twice, once on -Wall Street and again at the Hoff-
man House, where I had exchanged a few words with the Sena-
tor. Mr. Lanahan and I had simply exchanged words. He had 
no use for newspaper men—he despised reporters—and he es-
pecially despised the reporters of the newspaper for which I was 
working at that time. In fact during all the years I knew Mr. 
Lanahan, knew who he was and he knew who I was, I had never 
exchanged a dozen words with him, except on one occasion 
when he ordered me out of his office, after I had asked him for 
some information a.s to what he was doing in Washington at the 
time he was there, leading the lobby in the work of emasculating 
the celebrated Wilson Tariff bill in the session of 1894. 

Later in the week when Mr. Cowen had returned to Baltimore 
I called at his office. (I was in the habit of calling there regu-
larly. We were good friends, and he once paid me the compli-
ment to say that I was one of the three newspaper men in his 
long experience who had never misrepresented, misquoted or 
deceived him). He said, when I entered his office: 

"W....41, I want to thank you for the information you gave me 
a few days ago. I was sure when I heard Gorman and Lanahan 
were in New York and were in conference with Massey and 
those other men, that they were -up to some devilment. I cannot 
tell you what it was, but my timely and unexpected appearance 
on the scene enabled me to thwart their plans. They are persis-
tent, and have to be watched at every point. Gorman and Lana-
han are a well-matched pair. They are both cautious, careful 
and subtle. They are up to all sorts of schemes. We think we 
have them headed off at ono point, when they appear at an- 
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other, and when we believe they are in one place, they are real-
ly in another. Now the very day you saw Gorman in New York, 
it had been reported to me that he was at home in Washington 
with a bad cold. 

"I had been expecting notice of that meeting in New York, 
but the report that the Senator was at home sick had thrown 
us off the track. Your information therefore, accidental as it 
was, was of great value, and it is highly appreciated." 

And that was an instance of certain phases of the great fight 
between these two remarkable men—a fight which continued in 
that way, with all sorts of variations for years. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

F ROM 1885, when the contest opened up between the Baltimore 
& Ohio Company, under the leadership of Mr. Cowen, and 

the Maryland Democratic party organization, under the direction 
of Senator Gorman, until 1895, when the Republicans backed by 
reformers and the Baltimore & Ohio, captured the state and city 
governments, the contest went on with varying fortune—with 
occasional periods of armed truce between the contending forces. 

Of course the control of the General Assembly in those days, 
before the Governor under the forms of the law had usurped 
the legislative as well as the exective functions of the state gov-
ernment, was the Object of all the wirepulling and scheming on 
both sides. The Gorman control of the machine, and the fact 
that the Baltimore & Ohio had so often allied itself with the 
Republicans, gave the Democratic organization such an advan-
tage that Gorman and his allied forces had little trouble in se-
curing a majority of the General Assembly—they were thus able 
to thwart Mr. Cowen in all his efforts to bring about such changes 
in the laws as would enable the anti-ring forces to win an elec-
tion or at least to secure a reasonable representation in the law 
making body of the state. 

The election of 1889 gave the reformers the hold they desired 
—and at the ensuing session they secured the passage of the 
Australian ballot law—a law the enactment of which Senator 
German opposed with all his force and vigor, and which he 
characterized in a speech to the county newspaper editors, in the 
severest terms, as, a law which should be labelled, a bill to 
relegate the Democratic party to the rear." But the bill was 
passed, and Mr. Gorman's prophecy was fulfilled in the election 
of 1895, when the Republicans and Reformers, backed by Mr. 
Cowen and. the Baltimore & Ohio swept the state, elected a full 
state and city ticket, General Assembly and all, and were placed 
in full control—but the fight over the Baltimore & Ohio between 
Senator Gorman and Mr. Cowen went on without cessation—
transferred, it is true, to the market place and the banks, and 
later on to the courts—it had gone beyond the field of Maryland 
politics and the scenes were now New York and Philadelphia, 
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as well as Baltimore and Washington, and there was no cessa-
tion until the wreck was practically complete, and the great 
transportation system, which had been the pride and glory of 
Maryland for nearly three quarters of a century, was prostrate 
and helpless at the feet of its foes. Gorman had shown that he 
was able to wreck and destroy, but as a constructor and builder 
up, he was a failure. His genius had always been destructive 
rather than constructive, not only in politics, whether state or 
national, but also in business and industrial affairs. 

He wrecked and practically destroyed the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, the first great transportation system of the state. He 
wrecked the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, so that its control passed 
away from Maryland and Marylanders, who had planned, fi-
ranced and made it one of the greatest benefactions to the city 
and state, and had planned a similar fate for the Western Mary-
land Railway, the other great creation of Maryland genius, in-
dustry and ability, and he only failed to carry out his plans in 
connection with the latter, because he was not equal in skill and 
ability to that sterling old Marylander John M. Hood, who out-
played him and outfought him in every point of the game. He 
wrecked the Canal. he wrecked the Baltimore & Ohio, he out-
played Cowen and his other opponents at the game, but he ran 
up against his superior when he tackled John M. Hood, who was 
ready for him and routed him at every point. Senator Gorman 
was a most. extraordinary man in many ways—he had a certain 
kind of genius—but his was a destructive genius—he never 
built. up anything—he always tried to pull down. During 
all the forty odd years he was in public life, in the House 
of Delegates. in the State Senate, in the Senate of the United 
States where he was one of the dominant figures for a quar-
ter of a century, he was never the author of a single act 
which had for its object the welfare of the people. Practically 
all the great measures which were intended for the benefit of 
the whole people, met with his strenuous opposition. He was, 
with one or two exceptions, always on the side of monopoly and 
greed, and the only really creditable act of his long career in 
Washington, was his strenuous work in aiding to defeat the 
notorious Force bill—and his object then was not that he de-
sired the public weal, but that the passage of the bill would prob-
ably have resulted in his retirement to private life. 

There is now no doubt of it, Gorman and Lanahan deliberately 
planned to wreck the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, and that re-
gardless of its effect on the people of the state—and while they 
succeeded to a certain extent, their schemes resulted in no benefit 
either financial or otherwise to themselVes—their work was 
wholly destructive. 

They had planned out a similar fate for the Western Mary. 
land, but were thwarted by the opposition of Mr. Hood, and later 
on will be published a story of that scheme and its failure. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

G '" back to the Civil War period, and the influence wielded 
by the President and official forces of the Baltimore & Ohio 

Company in favor of the preservation of the Union, the ques-
tion arises at. every point as to the reason for the fact that so 
little is said by any of the historians of that time in regard to 
the remarkable work in the aid they rendered the government of 
Mr. Lincoln—especially the service they performed in order to 
prevent the Confederates from taking possession of Washington. 
Indeed it was common talk at the time, not only in Baltimore 
and throughout Maryland, that Mr. Garrett, Johns Hopkins and 
their associates prevented the Southern sympathisers, who lived 
in the Maryland counties adjacent to the National Capital, who 
would have been aided by Confederates from Baltimore and 
Virginia, from taking possession of Washington even before Mr. 
Lincoln was inaugurated. And these men were roundly abused 
and severely criticised for their action, by hundreds of their 
friends and neighbors—indeed there was a very decided senti-
ment in Maryland in favor of seizing Washington, not only be-
cause by so doing would the Southern cause be helped 'but also 
on the ground that the city was within the state, that the ground 
on which the Capital was established was really Maryland soil, 
and that the state had a right to reassume possession of it. As a 
consequence of all these facts, Mr. Garrett and his associates who 
aided to thwart these plans were looked upon by many people as 
traitors to their state, and this feeling of hostility lasted for 
years, and these gentlemen were held in scorn and derision by 
hundreds of unreconstructed irreconcilable secessionists to the 
days of their death, long after the war had ended and peace had 
been restored throughout the whole country. As an indication 
of this feeling of hostility on the part of old-time Maryland 
secessionists toward Mr. Garrett far his services for the Union 
cause at the opening of the Civil War, the writer recalls a re-
mark made by an elderly lady at the time of the great Railway 
president's death in 1884. 

"I see that John Garrett is dead. He was the man Who be. 
trayed Maryland to Lincoln and his hirelings at the beginning 
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of the War. If it. had not been for him. Maryland would have 
seceded, President Davis would have been seated in the White 
House at Washington, our side would have won the War, and we 
would have our slaves with us to this day. May God forgive 
him! I never can, for his action brought about all our troubles 
and losses." 

Down on the Eastern Shore, where the secession sentiment was 
especially strong, and where the people were almost unanimously 
rn favor of the Confederate movement, many of the young men 
went South and served in the Southern Army throughout the 
War, and not a few were killed, and for half a century after 
peace had been restored, there was not a county on the whole 
peninsula where could not be found several "unreconstructed 
rebels," as they called themselves, many of whom were known 
to the writer. Among the number was the late Thomas K. 
Robson, editor of the Easton Star. Mr. Robson's paper had been 
suppressed in 1861. The type was scattered by Union soldiers 
in the streets of Easton, and Mr. Robson himself was taken by 
the soldiers over to Virginia, placed inside the Confederate 
lines several miles from Washington, and remained in the South 
until the war was over, when he returned to Easton, and re-
established the Star, which he published until his death in 1888. 
He was an unterrified, and unreconstructed rebel until he died, 
and no finer man ever lived in the state. He frequently talked 
with the writer over the tragic and thrilling days of 1861, and 
once said: 

"I have always believed that had Maryland seceded, taken 
possession of Washington, established the Confederate Capital 
there, installed Jefferson Davis in the White House, that we 
could have won the War. And had it not been for John W. 
Garrett, Johns Hopkins, John H. B. Latrobe, Roger B. Taney 
and a few other influential Marylanders that would have been 
done. From a practical standpoint, John W. Garrett, through 
his control of the Baltimore & Ohio, did more to thwart the plans 
of the Mary-land secessionists than the others. He prevented the 
men who were prepared to go into Washington, by rail, before 
Lincoln was inaugurated and take possession. Everything was 
arranged to take a train at Relay with over a thousand men, 
roll into Washington and take possession of the Government 
buildings and hold possession despite President Buchanan. And 
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all these plans would have been carried out. The Eastern Shore 
contingent, of which I was one, was ready and several of us were 
in Baltimore prepared to join the expedition. In fact we could 
have raised ten thousand armed men, and would have done so, 
but Mr. Garrett found out our plans and prevented their execu-
tion. 1 have always held him responsible for the failure of Mary-
land to secede and the failure, ultimately of the success of the 
Confederacy." 

CHAPTER XXXI V. 

THERE were men who were such outstanding figures in the 
history of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, and 

in the history of the state and Nation during the third quarter 
of the last century, that it is a matter of astonishment to all those 
who have made any study of that period that neither the city, 
state or Nation have made any effort to raise adequate memorials 
to them in order to keep before the public mind the great serv-
ices they rendered, not only to their own generation, but to the 
succeeding generations, which have profited by what they ac-
complished. And these men were John W. Garrett and Johns 
Hopkins. 

In the most trying period of the state's history, whieh was also 
the most trying period of the history of the Nation, John W. 
Garrett and Johns Hopkins were the bulwarks which guarded 
and preserved the credit of the city and state from. ruin, kept 
the great Railway Company out of destructive bankruptcy, pre-
vented the secession of Maryland, and what would have been 
desolation during the Civil War, and for ten years after the 
War, by their efforts supported the credit of Baltimore, of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, and of the State of Mary-
land, so that no city or state, together with their business inter-
ests, came through those nerve-racking, panicky years with 
greater honor and unimpaired credit and dignity, than the City 
of Baltimore and the State of Maryland. 

The city is full of bronze and stone statues and monuments, 
many of them erected to commonplace mediocrities, whose ser-
vices to the public of their day and their posterity, were of no 
outstanding merit. All sorts of associations, from. time to time, 
have raised bronze or marble horrors of memorials to men who 
passed out of the memory of the succeeding generations years 
ago. These are to be seen at every square and on street corners 
and in the parks—and the two men whose benefactions have 
lasted for the past half century have been ignored, so for as any 
public, permanent memorial is concerned. 



Johns Hopkins left. his own memorial in the University and 
Hospital which bear his name. Mr. Garrett has no public memo-
rial. 

It is strange, when it is considered what these two men did in 
their lifetime, the beneficent tasks they performed during the 
last quarter of a century of their lives, that no public effort has 
been made to recognize their services in the way of monuments 
in some of the squares or parks of the city. When it is consid-
ered that Mr. Hopkins was really the founder of the conservative 
system of banking, which enabled Baltimore to pass safely 
through three great panics, when banks in other cities went 
crashing down to ruin by the dozens, when he saved the Balti-
more & Ohio Railway from wreck on at least three different 
occasions, and preserved its credit and efficiency so that it was 
practically the only great railway system that came through 
such crises unharmed—these things alone entitle him to a memo-
rial on the part of the public which will endure through all time, 
aside from any consideration of what is due him as one of the 
great philanthropists of the state and Nation. 

And Mr. Garrett, who, in his day and generation, was one of 
the outstanding men not only of the state but of the Nation, who 
did more during the last quarter of a century of his life to add 
to the prosperity of Baltimore and his native state than any 
other dozen men, has practically passed out of the recollection 
of the people in the less than half-century since his death. He 
deserves a monument of colossal size somewhere in the business 
section of the town, so that people may be reminded of his ser-
ices to his native city and state. 

And Mr. Garrett deserves another and greater monument, to 
remind all visitors to, as well as residents of the National Capi-
tal, that it was largely due to his patriotic services that Wash-
ington was preserved to the Union at the outbreak of the Civil 
War,—and further that he developed the early railway facili-
ties which connected the North and the South and that it was his 
untiring energy and ability which restored them, after the war 
between the states had restored the unity of the Nation. 

In the square in front of the great railway station in Wash-
ington, an imposing statue should be raised to John W. Garrett—
it is late in the day, but the people would be reminded as they 
enter the broad squares of the Federal City, of the services ren- 

dered the country by this outstanding son of Maryland, whose 
name is rarely heard, whose work has been largely forgotten—
in his day and generation he was the great figure in Maryland, 
and one of the greatest in the Nation. And if any Baltimorean 
deserves a, monument of enduring brass or marble in Washing-
ton, it is John W. Garrett. 
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CHAPTER XX XV. 

I
N THE mystical ages of my boyhood, sixty-five years ago, I have 
a distinct picture in my mind of a scene printed in the geog-

raphy, used in the school I attended in Washington, The pie-
ture represented a view of the railway in the Alleghany Moun-
tains near Cumberland, and for years afterward I had a strong 
desire to see that place, but the Civil War prevented the ac-
complishment of my plans and it was several years before I was 
able to visit the picturesque spot. And to this day, whenever i 
think of the Baltimore & Ohio, even when passing the Com-
pany's building at C.harles and Baltimore Streets, I have always 
before me that old rude, wood engraving of the geography (I 
think it was McNancy's), and to my mind that has always been 
the one uppermost feature of the great Maryland Railway. 

I have been over the railway almost innumerable times during 
the intervening years. I have visited Cumberland and all the 
towns on the line, especially those in Maryland. 1 have seen the 
road rise to the height of its power and usefulness under the. 
strong and vigorous management of John W. Garrett, and I. 
have seen the wreck and ruin which overtook it after his un-
timely death. I have seen the great enterprise bandied ahout as 
the plaything of polities, in the great fight for supremacy be-
tween Arthur P. Gorman and John K. Cowen a quarter of a 
century ago, and I have seen its resurrection and restoration to 
its present marvellous prosperity under the honest, skilful and 
forceful management of Daniel Willard and George M. Shriver, 
and during all these years, the one feature of the road, which 
has risen before me, and which rises before inc as I write these 
words, is that old picture, in that old geography which I studied 
in 1860 and 1861, in school in Washington. 

There has always been a fascination to me in the Baltimore & 
Ohio, and in everything connected with it, and even now, when 1 
am far beyond the slotted three-score years and ten of human 
life, the fascination is still with me, and I never pass over even a 
small item about. the Baltimore & Ohio in the newspapers, with-
out reading it, and the old picture in the geography of more 
than sixty years is before me, as vividly as it was in those early  

days. I can see the mountains rising above the track on which 
a train was going around a curve, with the Potomac River rush-
ing over the rocks below, while the dark forest rises on the 
heights above. 

One of the most agreeable and pleasant of all my early re-
collections of Western Maryland, is that connected with a trip I 
made on foot down the Potomac from Cumberland nearly thirty-
five years ago. With a companion we started out from Cumber-
land for Washington. Our purpose was to write a, story of the 
Baltimore & Ohio and the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal. We spent 
three weeks on the way. We would go along the Baltimore & 
Ohio for a few miles, and then take the tow path of the old 
Canal, which was then in operation. We zig-gagged from the 
railway to the canal, and had a pleasant and extremely enjoy-
able lime. We gathered up all the traditions of the region front 
the old people, whom we met along the line. The railway tradi-
tions, the struggles over the control of the road during the Civil 
War, were especially interesting. At one time the lines would 
he in control of the Southern forces, only to be retaken by the 
Union troops after skirmishes, and, at times bloody fights. The 
('onfederates would tear up the tracks and destroy the bridges— 
t.he 	troops would come along in force and recapture the 
lines, and the workmen of the Company, frequently led by Mr. 
Garrett in person, would follow up, under guard, and recon-
struct what had been destroyed—and in this way the great high-
way between the National Capital and the West, was kept meas-
urably open, although the interruptions were frequent until the 
close of the War when the work of rehabilitation was rushed to 
completion, and new lines increasing the facilities of the system, 
were constructed throughout the entire region, east as well as 
west of the Ohio river. 

Those were strenuous days for Mr. Garrett, who was then in 
his prime, and the great work he did at that time, redounded to 
the lasting benefit of the system, even up to the present day. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

DURING the past century, that is since the railways of the 
country became an important factor in the business affairs 

of the states and the nation, the corporations which were formed 
to construct these great highways of commerce, have had more 
or Iess influence on the local political affairs of the states, coun-
ties and cities, and to a great extent have mixed in with national 
politics, especially since the Civil War, when the transportation 
question became one of the most important of all the questions 
affecting the general public welfare. In the earlier periods of 
railway construction, the part these organizations took in poli-
ties, was confined to the states—they were state corporations, and 
in the beginning were largely built by means furnished through 
state, city and county aid—often almost entirely by funds pro-
vided by state, county and city bond issues, either as loans, or 
stock, or bond subscriptions—and therefore, were to a great ex-
tent, public property and controlled by directors who were ap-
pointed by state or municipal officials. 

This was especially, the ease in Maryland. The Baltimore & 
Ohio was almost entirely financed by the State of Maryland, the 
City of Baltimore and the counties through which it passed. The 
Western Maryland was almost entirely built by the City of Bal-
timore, aided to a moderate extent by the counties through which 
its lines were extended, while the Northern Central and the few 
lines of railway on the Eastern Shore, were all state aided to a 
very large extent, and their construction would not have been 
passible, at that time, except for the aid given them out of the 
public treasury. They were all, therefore, to a very great extent, 
dependent on politics and politicians, and those in charge of the 
management were thus literally obliged, as a measure of self-
protection and preservation, and compelled to take part. in all 
political affairs—"even up to their necks." as the late Mr. Gar-
rett expressed it, when he was publicly accused of interfering in 
state, city and county political affairs in every section through 
which the lines of his system were operated. He further said: 

"When the legislature is in session, the principal task of the 
officials of our Company, is to look after our interests at Anna- 

polls. I never have any rest during the ninety days the se&sion. 
lasts. I never know what may turn up there, that may be det-
rimental to the Company. Some of the members seem to take a 
special pleasure in putting in bills, the passage of which would 
not only annoy us, but would prove detrimental to the operation 
of the road and injure our business. In this they are aided by 
a certain class of members of the bar, some of whom are in good 
standing, and who have views of the subject of railroads which 
are, to say the least, fantastic, and the members from the coun-
ties through which our system extends, often have fancied, and 
at times real grievances, which they believe can be remedied by 
legislation. 

"In addition to these things, there arc always the lobbyists to 
deal with. Many of these men have great skill in preparing 
bills, which are intended 'to bring us down, to compel us to lim-
ber up,' as they say, that is, to form us to pay out money to 
prevent their passage. These measures are called "bell ringers," 
a name given to them by Oden Bowie, when he was Governor. 
All these things have to he looked after, and it is most important 
that we should have men on the floor of both houses to look out 
for them, and, as a consequence we are obliged to see that such 
men are elected, and these things do not take care of themselves. 

"Why if we did not interfere in polities, and use our efforts 
to have men elected to offiee on whom we can rely, one session of 
the legislature would tie us up to such an extent, that our busi-
ness would be hampered almost to an unbelievable condition. As 
a matter of self-preservation we are obliged to take part in poli-
ties all the time, and at some times up to our necks. 

"And all this costs money, lots of money. One of the greatest 
sources of incidental expenses, which we have to provide for, is 
the amount paid out in polities—and the same sort of a situation 
faces every railway company in every state in the country. Par-
ty organizations and party officials, find their greatest source of 
revenue in holding.up railway companies. They can do as much 
harm in many ways, and they know it, and they make us pay in 
order to secure immunity from plugging and plundering legisla-
tion. 

"Another reason why we have to take an active and energetic 
part in politics, arises from the fact that we are in constant 
need of additional legislation, additional franchises, powers and 
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privileges, which can only be obtained from the legislature. And, 
do not imagine we ever get any of these for nothing. Laws that 
ought to be pa•sed without hindrance, as a matter of course, be-
cause they are in the public interest, are held up, and before we 
get them, they become very expensive, not luxuries, but neces-
sities—we must have them in order to keep up with the times—
we have to pay in some way or other for everything we get—for 
even the slightest privilege—we get nothing from the public au-
thorities for nothing. 

"In politics! Of course we are in -polities, We are obliged to 
be there with both feet, or the very life would be squeezed out of 
us. We are not there from choice, but from dire necessity—as a 
matter of self-preservation." 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

WL
IE Mr. Garrett lived, the railway interests of the State, 
even of those lines which were not under the direct man-

agement or control of the Baltimore & Ohio Company, were large-
ly dominated by his influence, and the relations with the state and 
city authorities were friendly—in fact, as stated in an earlier 
chapter of these fragmentary chronicles, Mr. Garrett really con-
trolled the political affairs of the city and state, and Governors, 
Senators and practically all state and city officials were selected 
with his approval. 

All this great power was not obtained, or maintained, without 
ti!e expenditure of a vast amount of skill and energy, combined 
with the expenditure of a very large amount of money. In fact, 
as Mr. Garrett said in his celebrated interview, which was pub-
fished in the last chapter, nothing was ever secured without being 
paid for, and that at a high price. He really controlled all leg-
islation affecting railway interests, but the control was held 
through all the years of his administration, from the close of the 
Civil War up to his death in 1884, by his constant care and 
watchfulness. He knew the game in which he was engaged, and 
he was ready at all times, with all the necessary means to play 
his side of it, regardless of what it cost in the -way of jobs for 
hungry politicians and cash for those who manipulated them. 

One of the greatest sources of influence wielded by politi-
cians, is the business of securing jobs for all sorts of people. And 
the jobs they secure for their hungry retainers, are not all po-
litical jobs in the service of the city, state or Nation. A very 
large number of jobs are those given out by corporations, espe-
cially by Public Service Corporations, and to this day one of the 
greatest sources of the power wielded by men who have large 
influence in the control of legislation and public administration, 
is their ability to secure places in the serviee of both large and 
small corporations—positions entirely non-political, but given 
out through the requests of politicians, who are able to return 
the favors by their influence over public ofilicials with whom all 
sorts of business, and especially corporation managers, are 
brought into contact in a mos-t practical way. 
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And all these means were used by Mr. Garrett in his manage-
ment of what was then, as it is now, the greatest and most influ-
ential single organization in Mar. land. Through the large num-
ber of jobs he had under his 1.ont. roI, and the free use of large 
sums of money for emergencies, he Was able to direct the. pub-,  
lie affairS of the city and state. He made Governors, United 
States Senators, members of the General Assembly, Mayors and 

ity Councilmen, and all sorts of other officials, all of whom were 
ready to do his bidding, grant his Company whatever was need-
ed in the way of privileges from the city and state, and, what 
was of perhaps greater importance, ward off all sorts of attacks 
which were at all times threatened by hostile, rival interests. 
Thousands of men not only in Maryland, but in other states. 
hold positions of trust and honor in corporations, both industrial 
and otherwise, which they obtained through the favor of poilti-
eians--and today the same sort of practices are going on. There 
are as many jobs secured from corporations for retainers by 
political leaders, at the present time, as there are in the public 
service of the city and state, and this, system, which was inau-
gurated by Mr. Garrett. nearly sixty years ago. Not a day passes 
but what illustrations of this practical system can be found in 
Baltimore, as well as in every other city in the country. Mr. Gar-
rett found that one of the most effective ways to insure the loyal 
service of the political leaders, was to give their retainers jobs, 
and he gave them out with a free hand as long as he lived. The 
alliance between corporations, and all sorts of business enter-
prises, and politicians, has always been close, they have been 
obliged to work together, and today they are still allied and are 
still working together. Mr. Garrett received the credit for mak-
ing use of this system soon after he became President of the 
ghat Maryland Railway Corporation in 1858. It was soon 
adopted by railways in other states, and became a part of the 
regular system. And, is in a quiet way in force at the present 
time. In somewhat modified and improved ways the manage-
ment of large railway corporations, in these days, follow the 
precedents established by Mr. Garrett. Ile was the first of the 
really great railway experts of the country—probably of the 
world, When he took hold of the business it was new. Under 
the trying and nerve-racking experiences of the Civil War time, 
he developed it. to a greater extent than any other man of his  

time, and placed it. on a basis which has been proved to be solid 
ever since. It is true the great system which he built up in 
laryland, for a time, did not measure up to his expectations, 

owing to the fact that he left it in inefficient hands, but his sys-
tem was the one adopted elsewhere—and whenever adopted was 
largely successful. He was the most farseeing of the earlier 
railway executives, and during the twenty-six years he was Pres-
ident, did more to develop the business than any other man of 
his generation. He was not only farseeing, so far as the mate-
rial and mechanical neemsities were concerned, the securing 
legal franchises and all sorts of privileges, dependent on favor-
able action of the city and state, but be conceived and developed 
a system of railway financing in his latter years which has been 
the basis of American railway financing up to the present. days. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

N politics of course, we are in politics up to our necks," 
1 and there was no doubt of the fact. The state chartered 

the Railway Company; it gave it all sorts of privileges; it was 
granted practical exemption from taxation so far as the city and 
counties and the state were concerned, and these privileges and 
immunities were given in such a way that, "they cannot be 
taken away even at the crack of doom," as was said by the late 
Bernard Carter in one of his most eloquent arguments in favor 
of the Gorman side in. the great contest, in the middle eighties, 
when the struggle for supremacy was at its height. Not only did 
the state give the Railway Company legal existence, it also prac-
tically supported it for many years, and, together with the City 
of Baltimore and certain counties, the state donated the funds 
which constructed it during the early years of its progress from 
the shores of the Chesapeake to the Ohio River. And the Rail-
way was not only the creature of the state, but was nursed and 
eared for as a child of the state, until it had grown up, and be-
come a power in the conduct of public affairs, and after that 
under the strong and arrogant rule of Mr. Garrett, for years, 
the Railway Company ruled the state and city, and, dominated 
not only public affairs, but was also the one great and overpow-
ering influence in all sorts of business, from one end of Mary-
land to the other. What the Baltimore & Ohio said, was the law 
and the gospel throughout the commonwealth, and what Mr. 
Garrett said was what his corporation said. 

And, of course, to maintain this power and control, it was 
necessary to be in politics "up to our necks," as the head of the 
Company said, and the politicians were not always easy to han-
dle, and to keep them in order was a most expensive necessity, 
and required great skill and knowledge, not only of the men, but 
of situations, and, what is of equally great importance, required 
a. force of "nen who possessed the necessary skill and knowledge, 
and such men were not. always easy to get, and were often dif-
ficult to keep when they were obtained. 

As a result of the facts just stated, when the break between 
the Railway Company and the organization took place in 1885,  

many of the ablest political workers were found to be in the 
employ of the Baltimore & Ohio, they had been placed there by 
the elder Garrett, and were ready to fight for his son, when it 
became evident that there was a real fight on hand, and that the 
contest was to be without quarter and without gloves, that it was 
a real break up, and that the new management, under the dic-
tation of Mr. Cowen, who held the younger Garrett in the hol-
low of his hand, had broken off relations of nearly half a cen-
tury, with the political powers of the city and state, and that 
war for an indefinite period was on. The foundation work of 
Mr. Garrett bad become useless—he had controlled the politi-
cians so far as they could affect the business of his corporation, 
but he never interfered -in matters which did not concern, in 
sonic form or other, his business. He eared not for reform, po-
litical or otherwise, he eared only for his great railway enter-
prise, which he had built up and to which he had devoted his 
life, and only interfered in public affairs to protect its interests 
and preserve and enlarge its privileges. And his subordinates 
and lieutenants had all been imbued with his views—those who 
were in polities were there to look out. for the interests of their 
employer, and for no other purpose. 

And now, almost before their great leader was cold in his 
tomb, they were all forced into a new sort of a political whirl-
pool—not for the interest of their employers, so far as they could 
see, but for the purpose of putting out of business, the men and 
the party with whom they had been associated, and with whom 
they had been allied. all their lives! And for what purpose? to 
purify and reform. the polities of the city and state. And what 
did they care about reform and purity in polities? What had 
these things to do with the Railway Company'? what bearing had 
they on its prosperity and well-being? And what was this purity 
and reform, for which Mr. Cowen was upsetting all their old-
time ideas of polities! 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 

S EVENTY-SEX years ago, in 1849, Thomas Swann was elected 
President of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company. 

The road was then in operation as far as Cumberland. He 
promised that he would have it finished and trains running 
into Wheeling on the Ohio, in January, 1853, and on the first 
day of that month he arrived there, and from that time on 
the development of that great enterprise was rapid and its 
future usefulness and prosperity were assured. 

Mr. Swanu had a herculean task before hint when he under-
took the work of extending the railway for the two hundred 
miles between Cumberland and the Ohio River. A large part 
of the road was through and over the Alleghany Mountains, 
and railway construction over a range the highest point of which 
was more than three thousand feet above the level of the sea. 
and more than two thousand feet higher than Cumberland, 
was a new and untried experiment. But he succeeded in accom-
plishing, to the letter, what he had promised the people of Bal-
timore, and those along the line. 

He was faced with all sorts of problems, and he solved theta 
all. The Company was not in good shape financially and its 
credit was practically exhausted. People who had been contrib-
uting to its construction and development, were doubtful of its 
ultimate success. The State of Maryland, the City of Balti-
more, the towns and counties through which it passed, and the 
banks and other financial institutions, were dubious, and were 
tired of paying out more money or extending more credit, to 

what was looked upon as a doubtful experiment. The difficul-
ties in the way of the construction of such an expensive line 
through a country thinly settled, and with undeveloped re-
sources, added to the problem and, for a time, it seemed as if 
the whole scheme would have to be abandoned, at least tem-
porarily, until more prosperous times should come to the State 
and country. 

But Mr. Swann (afterward Mayor of Baltimore and Governor 
of Maryland), was not one to be discouraged. He practically 
forced the State and City to extend further loans. He used all  

his vigor and eloquence to persuade the banks to extend further 
credits, and to aid in the work. Backed by Johns Hopkins, 
President of the Merchants Bank, the leading financial institu-
tion then as now, of the South, he secured more and more 
money, Mr. Hopkins himself making large personal subscrip-
tions to the securities. He also, personally, persuaded prac-
tically many men, and not a few women, to invest in the securi-
ties, to the extent of their means, and, as the work proceeded, 
he kept it up, from day to day, until, at last, the extension was 
completed to the banks of the Ohio, and on New Year's Day, 
1853, the indefatigable President rode in triumph into Wheeling, 
with the first great goal of the projected route to open up the 
vast resources of the West, attained. The way had been literally 
hewed out of the sides of the Alleghanies, over the peaks, the 
ravines and canons, under the very mountains themselves, in not 
a few instances, and the Ohio was reaehed—the great grain 
fields, the mines, the manufactures and all the products of the 
almost limitless West, were placed at the very doors of Balti-
more, on the shores of the Atlantic, and hence forth the com-
mercial progress of Maryland's great seaport was placed on a 
footing of equality with that of the other ports on the shores of 
the ocean, with the whole world open to it—for trade and com-
merce of all sorts and kinds. 

And all this colossal task had been begun and completed by 
Marylanders, and Marylanders alone, and practically unaided by 
outsiders, in any part of the land. It had been a Maryland 
proposition, a Maryland enterprise, from the start. It had been 
sneered at and flouted by the people of other cities and states 
throughout the country. And large numbers of people at home 
scouted it as a foolish and impossible dream, a dream which 
could never be brought to a practical realization. The Allegha-
nies, rising over three thousand feet toward the skies, were 
looked upon as an impassable barrier. The numerous rivers and 
lesser streams were believed to be other obstacles almost impos-
sible to overcome, and last, and by no means least, the enormous 
cost in itself, would prevent its completion. It was a chimera, a 
crazy dream of a lot of crack-brained enthusiasts, and an absurd-
ity from start to finish. 

But there was one man in Baltimore who never lost faith in 
the project, and who undoubtedly did more than all others to 
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bring about enough confidence in the minds of the City and 
State authorities, and many of the cooler heads among the peo-
ple, to enable Mr. Swann to secure the necessary means to com-
plete his plans, and finish the great iron highway over its first 
and most difficult stretch from Baltimore and Cumberland, to 
the great central valley of the West, at the Ohio River—and 
that man was the late Johns Hopkins. As he came to the rescue 
of the road in later years, in the great panic of 1873, when he 
loaned it nine hundred thousand dollars at one time, so twenty 
years earlier, had he gone to its aid, and to him more than to any 
other one man or set of men, is due the credit which enabled Mr. 
Swann to keep his word and enter Wheeling on a train, over an 
iron highway in 1853—now seventy-four years ago this very 
year. He had faith in the future, he was one of the most far-
seeing men of his day and generation, probably the most far-
seeing man in Baltimore at that time, and the great work he did 
for the city and state during the years from 1850 to his death on 
Christmas Eve, 1873, in all sorts of capacities, and in all sorts 
of fields, has done fourfold more to benefit the people of his be-
loved home commonwealth, than all the work done by the great 
institutions which were founded by means of wealth he accumu-
lated during his long and industrious life. And he made the old, 
historic Merchants Bank the earliest and greatest bulwark of 
Maryland's prosperity. 

CHAPTER XL. 

N o men in the state had more to do with the actual work 
which was done in connection with the Baltimore & Ohio, 

than the Latrobes. They were prominent in the work of con-
struction of the great system between Baltimore and the Ohio 
River, and they took no little part in the financing of the en-
terprise, and John H. B. Latrobe, was the lawyer who had a 
great part in the framing of the laws under the provisions of 
which the rights of way and all sorts of other property priv-
ileges as were secured—in fact he served as counsel for the Com-
pany from the days when it was no more than an experiment up 
to and after the death of John W. Garrett in 1884. 

But the man who deserves the most credit for the actual plan-
ning and construction of the great roadway, especially that part 
of it which extended over the hills and valleys and over and un-
der the mountains to the Ohio River, was Benjamin H. Latrobe, 
the first of the really great railway engineers, not only in this 
country, but in the entire world. Mr. Latrobe planned out the 
whole scheme of construction and surveyed the line throughout 
its entire length. from the Patapsco to the Ohio—and when he 
had completed his work, and had seen the train which had left 
Baltimore pull up on the banks of the Ohio at Wheeling, he saw 
the completion of the longest railway line then in the whole 
world, and his success in building the great highway over the 
mountains, was looked upon as the greatest engineering feat of 
the age—for it was the general belief, that such a gigantic un-
dertaking was a matter of impossibility—that the mountains 
would prove to be an impassable barrier to the western 
progress of the road, and that should the track be laid it 
would be impossible to haul trains of any commercial value over 
it—and that, therefore, it would be a failure and a useless ex-
penditure of money. It was an experiment, the experiment did 
not fail, and Mr. Latrobe was the first civil engineer to demon-
strate that heavy trains could be hauled over heavy grades, and 
that mountains, hills and rivers, no matter how rough and steep 
they may be are not unsurmountable obstacles to railways, and 
that practically all sorts of natural difficulties may be overcome 
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by the persistent and well-directed work of man. And in select-
ing the route, which he later surveyed and graded, he spent days 
and, weeks going on foot through the tangled wools and rocky 
and almost impassable ravines traversing sections where none 
but hunters and trappers had ever looked and he not only 
selected the actual ground over which the tracks were laid, made 
the careful surveys which have been the models for railway and 
road engineers from that day to this, but he did a large part of 
real work himself, and later in life he said he had literally walked 
over every foot of the ground on which the tracks of the railway 
had been laid, from Cumberland to the Ohio, that in fact he had 
"stepped" most of it off, and that there was scarcely a bush, tree 
or rock on the whole line that he had not carefully observed, 
from time to time, on his numerous trips made from day to day 
and from week to week as the work progressed toward its goal. 
In his later years Mr. Latrobe enjoyed telling stories of his ex-
periences when prospecting for the best route through the moun-
tains of what is now Garrett county (at that time it was a part 
of Allegheny county). The country was thinly settled, and the 
people were the roughest and most ignorant sort of mountain-
eers, few of whom could read or write, and had never heard of 
a railroad, and even after it was explained to them what it was. 
they were dubious, and when they were told that the ears would 
be pulled up the steep mountain grades by steam engines, they 
flatly refused to believe it, and even pictures of trains failed to 
convince them, and many of them even went so far as to call 
some of their friends and neighbors liars who had been to Cum-
berland, and had actually seen the moving trains, and told about 
them. And not until the tracks were laid in some of the wilder 
sections. and construction trains had appeared on the scene, 
were many of them convinced that• a railroad was a real, useful 
thing, and that trains loaded with all kinds of heavy freight 
could really he hauled over the mountains and hills, and that 
there was practically no limit to the weight that could lie carried 
over great. distances, with what, at that time was a marvellous 
rate of speed. From far and near, as the tracks were slowly laid 
as fast as the grades were completed, and the construction trains 
followed on, the people of the mountains and valleys, men, wom-
en and children would gather and look on in wide-eyed wonder at 

th.e work that was being done. And Mr. Latrobe said that among 
the most interesting of his experiences, was the amazed interest. 
which the inhabitants of the wild country through which they 
were making their way, took in what was going on—and their 
delight was great when they were allowed to take short rides on 
the cars, as they were going backward and forward as the work 
progressed. 
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CHAPTER XL I. 

0"-f HE story of the gradual completion of the Baltimore & Ohio 
is no doubt the most romantic and really thrilling of all 

the histories of railway construction in the United States. From 
its very inception a century ago, when the General Assembly of 
Maryland granted the charter, up to the present time, the chron-
icle of events which have followed, one after the other ever since 
1827, has been filled with dramatic episodes of the most vivid 
sort, many of them far surpassing the most imaginary fiction. 
and not a few of them tragic in the intensity of the occurrences 
of that time. 

The conception of the whole scheme to build a railway four 
hundred miles long through a wild, rock and mountainous coun-
try; over hills, valleys and rivers, was heroic and startling in its 
magnitude. No railroad had ever been built before, more than a 
few miles in length, in any part of the world. There were no 
railroad builders, there was no material on hand, there were no 
trained engineers—the only sort of engineers in those days, were 
surveyors—land surveyors, and there were few real roads of any 
sort—and, above all else there was no money on hand with which 
to make a start, and money in those days was scarce and hard to 
get, and no system of credit had been devised to finance large 
enterprises, and the whole scheme was no more than a speculative 
problem, which, when solved, might turn out to be successful 
and might easily turn out to be otherwise. 

But those old-1 role gentlemen of Baltimore a century ago, had 
faith—they started the work, they secured the charter from the 
General Assembly, and soon the people became enthusiastic over 
the projeet and subscriptions to the stock flowed in—the state 
subscribed, r 	subseribed, and the men and women of Balti- 
more subseribed. and the work was started and pushed on with 
1-igor, and withoui loss of faith for years and years, although at 

in n s the outlook was blue, but Baltimore and Maryland never 
loci faith, and .have stood by their greatest industrial organiza-
tion through all tho misfortunes. which have befallen it, for a 
century. And the descendants, in the third generation, of 
the men who made it possible, in the days when there were no  

railways, are now able to take pride in it, as the greatest mani-
festation of the foresight of their forefathers in the early years 
of the last century. 

In those days the Baltimore & Ohio was the model—there were 
no other roads in the country, except a few short tracks at the 
openings of mines—and the only motive power was horse power. 
Soon, however, steam engines were built which were adapted to 
the work, and -before long a craze for railroad building swept 
over the country, and men came to Baltimore from other states 
and cities, to learn from the Baltimore & Ohio how to do the 
work—it for years was the model of all railways, and under its 
present management, it has again become the model railway sys-
tem of the United States, and possibly, of all the world. And, 
;.;:i was made manifest during the Civil War, no other railway 
system in America, has played as great a part in the history of 
the country as this great Maryland enterprise. 

The construction of the road to Cumberland practically ex. 
hausted the funds of the Company, and there was a cessation of 
work for some time, and there were not a few people who insisted 
that it would never go any further—that the difficulties and ex-
pense of the work over the vast heights of the Alleghany Moun-
tains ,would be for a time, at any rate, unsurmountable, and, as 
times were hard and money scarce, the further progrets of the 
enterprise was postponed, although, in the meantime, the hasty 
construction of the earlier sections necessitated all sorts of re-
pairs, and—in places curves were taken out, bridges strength-
ened or rebuilt, and, in 1849, when Thomas Swann took charge 
as President, he found the Company in fairly good condition, 
the road and its equipment up to date for the time, and while 
money was still scarce and hard to get, he went on with the work, 
and, as related in the last chapter, he carried out his promise, 
and completed the road to the Ohio River on January 1, 1853. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, the great New England author and 
philosopher, in one of his essays, relates the following story of 
the difficulties which confronted the builders of railways in those 
days. He relates that the Irish laborers who were working on 
the Baltimore & Ohio, in Western Maryland, gave the officials 
great trouble—they rioted and drank and did all sorts of things 
which interfered with the progress of the work. The President 
of the road consulted the Archbishop of Baltimore as to what 



he should do, and upon the advise of the ecclesiastic, he built a 
chapel, the Archbishop sent out a priest, and he restored order 
without delay, and the work was continued without further 
trouble on the part of the laborers. 

CHAPTER XLII. 

W HILE the Baltimore & Ohio owed its existence to the favor 
and aid. of the State of Maryland, while the State and 

men who controlled the affairs of the state, were its early friends 
and benefactors for the full period from the time the charter was 
granted in 1827, up to the death of John W. Garrett in 1884, 
that is for more than half a century, from that time on until its 
practical reorganization after the death of John K. Cowen, the 
connections of the State and the City of Baltimore, with the 
Company and its consequent allegiance with politics, proved its 
greatest curse, and had more to do with its financial bankruptcy 
than all other matters combined. 

In all the early days of the enterprise, while it was struggling 
for existence, and encountering all sorts of difficulties in obtain-
ing money to continue the extension of its lines to the Ohio  
River, the public men, who controlled the city and state, were its 
most faithful friends and benefactors. Without them it wound 
have been unable to finance its construction and secure the nec-
essary equipment. Not once, but often when the work was held 
up through loss of confidence on the part of the investors, the 
State of Maryland, and the City of Baltimore came forward and 
provided the means to continue the work, and, as stated in earlier 
chapters of these sketches, aided by the influence of Johns Hop-
kins, who was then the leading financier of the state, the work 
went on. And this condition of affairs existed even after the 
death of Mr. Hopkins in 1873, up to the death of the elder Gar-
rett in 1884, As long as Mr. Garrett was at the head of the 
Company, that is from. 1858 to 1884, he controlled the politics 
and the politicians, he utilized them. for the advantage of the 
Railway Company, and the State of Maryland and the City of 
Baltimore were subservient to him, from the Governor and May-
or down to the humblest district or ward leader—they were all 
Baltimore & Ohio Railway men, and obeyed the slightest behest 
of Mr. Garrett, who ruled over all with an iron hand. 

In former chapters it has been related how the struggle for 
supremacy between Arthur P. Gorman and John K. Cowen final-
ly brought the great corporation to bankruptcy and financial 
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ruin. There was an interim, however, in this gigantic contest, 
where one brave and determined man, who served as President 
for a few years, held up the progress of the Company on its road 
to ruin, and that man was Charles F. Mayer, who devoted sev-
eral years of his life to a strenuous endeavor to deliver the organ-
ization from the blighting and deadening influence of the cor-
rupt and ambitious politicians, whose selfish machinations were 
dragging it slowly down to destruction. 

Mr. Mayer came to his office of President, not as a stranger to 
the Company, but as a man thoroughly familiar with its affairs 
through a period of several years. When he was chosen to the 
position, he was head of the Consolidation Coal Company, an or-
ganization allied to and subsidiary to the Baltimore & Ohio, and 
practically controlled by it, and, at that time entirely depend-
ent on it. and he, therefore, had a thorough knowledge of its 
troubles and the causes of the same, and he laboured strenuously 
and ably to remedy the evils and devoted his time and his great 
ability to a correction of them, and would undoubtedly have suc-
ceeded, had the business and financial condition of the country 
been normal—but as the Free Silver agitation was then at its 
height, it was no easy matter to secure money for any purpose 
whatever, and the feeling was then prevalent that the construc-
tion of railways had been overdone, and even old and well-estab-
lished companies had difficulty in securing funds for better-
ments and extensions, and the marketing of securities for such 
purposes was an almost impossible task. 

One thing of the greatest importance to the Company at that 
time, was accomplished by Mr. Mayer during his presidency of 
the Company, and that. one thing he set out to do at the very 
beginning of his administration, and that was to free the Rail-
way Company from. control of the city and state, so that it could 
no longer•be the football of scheming politicians, and to a great 
extent he brought about what he desired. He also reformed the 
administration of the several departments of the road, simplified 
the operations, and in other ways did away with many of the 
evils he found existing when he took charge. 

CHAPTER XLIII. 

A N interesting chapter in the history of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Company (if it should ever be written in all its details) 

would be one which would relate the connection of that great 
organization with the lobby at Annapolis, and, later on with the 
lobby at. Washington. The Annapolis lobby, however, and the 
work it did for and against the Baltimore & Ohio, as the sit-
uation varied, is much better known than the manipulations of 
the distinguished lawyers, senators, and me,abers of the House 
of Representatives who, for many years, looked after the inter-
csts of the Maryland Railway Corporation, at the National Capi-
tal. The Washington lobby will be treated in later chapters. 

Prom the organization of the Baltimore & Ohio a century ago, 
up to the death of the elder Garrett, in 1884, the General As-
sembly of Maryland was dominated by that Corporation, which 
never failed to obtain, in the way of legal enactments, all that it 
wished, no matter what that might be. At rare intervals Mr. 
Garrett would visit the State House, summon to his presence in 
the Governor's office, the leaders of both Houses of the General 
Assembly, condescendingly inform them what he wanted them to 
do (and his wishes for their action were not always restricted to 
matters affecting his Railway Corporation) take luncheon with 
the Governor at the Mansion, and, later in the day return to Bal-
timore, well satisfied that his commands would promptly be 
obeyed. And there is no record that he ever failed to secure 
what he wished. 

After his death in 1884, there was an entire change in the 
situation. Robert Garrett, who succeeded his father, under the 
dominating influence of John K. Cowen, broke away violently 
and forcefully from the age-old alliance with the Democratic 
organization in 1885, and the breach was never healed until 
after the death of Senator German—the old-time relations of 
accord in all matters of legislation were completely severed, as 
has been related in previous chapters. Henceforth the Railway 
Company never received any favors of any moment without 
vigorous fighting and persistent and expensive lobbying before 
the General Assembly, at its biennial sessions. 
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The Orst session after the break was that of 1886—The Gor, 
mail-Rasin organization hail an overwhelming majority in bath 
kraut-hes and were prepared to ride rough shod over all those, 
e:pecially the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, Who had 
opposed them in the recent election, and had prepared a pro-
gram, which, if they had been able to carry it out would have re-
stilted in serious damage to many corporation interests, and 
especially to the interests and well-being of the Railway Com-
pany. And, as the writer of these sketches was a member of 
the House of Delegates that session, what is here related is de-
rived from personal knowledge of what took place at Annapolis 
during that memorable session—and that the Baltimore & Ohio 
officials were aware of what the old and powerful. Gorman-Rasin 
Ring had in store for them, was clearly evidenced by their prep-
arations for the impending contest. 

One of the most skilful and able politicians in the state at that 
time was John W. Davis. He was originally a member of what. 
was known as the "Old Guard," or inner .circle of the state 
organization, composed of Arthur P. Gorman, I Freeman Rasin, 
Levin Woolford, Jesse K. Hines, George Colton, Michael Ban-
non and John W. Davis. He was at one time State Treasurer 
of Maryland, and Mr. John W. Garrett, recognizing his great 
ability and shrewdness had taken him into the service of the 
Railway Company, and made him "assistant to the President," 
and his chief duty was to look after the political connection of 
the Company—and when the break came between his old Gor-
man-Rasin allies and the Railway Company, Mr. Davis remained 
faithful to his employers, and later on, in his quiet and capable 
way rendered them the greatest possible service in the struggle 
which took place at Annapolis, in the General Assembly. And 
with Mr. Davis was another member of the Old Guard, George 
Colton, who was at. that time President of the Board of Police 
Commissioners of Baltimore, and known as the ablest lobbyist 
in Maryland, and so great was his reputation as a legislative 
manipulator, that his services were often sought by interests 
which had ibusine,ss before Congress—and he was as successful 
and skilful at Washington as he ever was at Annapolis. These 
men, with others not so well known, were prepared to tight 
against the schemes of the machine in its plans to cripple the 
Railway Company and its allies, and they were especially mak- 

ing preparations to thwart the greatest and most dangerous of 
ail the schemes of the Gorman-Rasin combination (which was 
backed by the Pennsylvania Railway Company) and which was 
presumed to be secret, but which Messrs. Davis and Colton, who 
were familiar with all the tricks of their old allies, had fathomed, 
and which, they, unsuspected by the Gorman coalition, were lay-
ing their wires, with great skill and acumen, to counteract. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

I N looking back and carefully examining the now well-known 
events of that. memorable session of the General Assembly of 

1886, of which the writer was a member, it becomes clearly evi-
dent that. it marked an era in the history of the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railway Company, and that the defeat of the conspirators, 
who were then in secret, working opt their plans for vengeance, 
was an event which had as much to do with the well-being of 
that. great. enterprise as anything which happened during the 
whole course of its eventful history. 

On the surface there was nothing to indicate what. was really 
at the bottom. It seemed a perfectly legitimate plan to bring 
about desirable reforms in the government of the state, and at 
no time during the entire three months' session, was there any 
indication of the real meaning underlying the bill to provide for 
the election and convening of a convention to frame an entirely 
new constitution for the state. The constitution, then and 
now in force, had been adopted in 1867, at the restoration 
of Civil Rights to the citizens of Maryland shortly after the 
close of the Civil War. There were some admitted defects, but 
there was really no outstanding reason for a new constitution, 
except the fact that under a. provision of the one in effect, a 
vote was required to be taken every twenty years, on the simple 
question as to whether the people wanted a constitutional con-
vention to be held. 

But the conspirators, who realized that they now had such a 
firm grip on the state, were determined to go to the limit, and, 
in addition to providing for a vote on the subject, they had a 
bill introduced to direct that. a convention should be called with-
out delay, and in this hilt they provided for the election of del-
egates to the convention, the time of holding it, and all the nec-
essary machinery, with rules, appropriations for expenses and in 
fact all that could be done by the General Assembly, including 
the date later in the same year—in fact the whole plan was to 
rush the thing through as expeditiously as possible—while the 
Gorman-Basin organization was fully and powerfully entrenched 
in control of the state government, with overwhelming majori- 

ties in all branches, and with an apparently overwhelming ma-
jority of the voters of the state ready to bark anything and 
everything that they might desire to do. And there was no him 
on the surface as to the underlying reasons for this haste—there 
was nothing to indicate that this whole plan to change the or-
ganic law of the state was other than a praiseworthy desire to 
better things for the people, and to do away with certain alleged 
anachronisms in the old constitution, which were alleged to stand 
in the way of modern progressive legislation. 

But the able and unscrupulous men who were back of the plan 
to secure a new constitution, were not at all interested in mod-
ern, progressive legislation in the enactment of changes which 
would prove beneficial to the public at. large. What they were 
planning to do wa.s to bring about. such changes in the laws, and 
sueh changes in the personel of the courts of the state, that would 
enable them to carry out their schemes, to hamper and obstruct 
the progress of their most powerful enemy, the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway Company, and, not less in importance, get. rid of 
certain judges, especially the judges of the Court of Appeals, 
who were looked upon as the chief obstacle in their way. And 
all this was not denied—in fact, later on in life, Senator Gorman 
openly asserted, that. had they been able to secure the new con-
stitution in 1886, the history of the state would have been very 
different. from what it had been since that time, and that the 
disaster of 1895 would never have taken place, and that the 
power of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company would have 
been curtailed to such an extent., that so far from dominating 
the state, the state would have dominated the Railway Company. 
In fart, despite all the changes that have taken place in the 
Baltimore & Ohio since 1886, in the face of all the tragedy of its 
eventful history of the last forty years, the Company faced its 
greatest danger in the session of the General Assembly of 1886, 
and the fact that it. won out, and averted that. danger, was due 
not to any great skill on the part of its many able and skilful 
agents in the lobby there at that time, but to a combination of 
the younger members, who lined up against the Gorman-Basin 
combination, in the House under the leadership of Philip D. 
Laird, of Montgomery county, and in the Senate under the lead-
ership of J. Clarence Lane, of Washington county. But for the 
skilful work of these two able men and their followers the con- 
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vention bill would have gone through, the convention would have 
been held, and, as Senator Gorman said, tho history of the Bal-
timore & Ohio and the State of Maryland, would have been en-
tirely changed for a generation. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

THE bill to provide for "a convention to frame a new consti-
tution," was one of the most skilfully drawn measures 

ever presented to any legislative body. Presumably, it was 
framed. by State Senator Thomas G. Hayes, who was later on 
District Attorney for Maryland, and finally wound up his long 
pUblic career as Mayor of Baltimore. While Mr. Hayes was the 
ostensible author of the .bill, and introduced it early in the ses-
sion, it was really drawn up by Charles J. M. Gwinn, at one 
time Attorney General of the state, and recognized as one of the 
ablest, craftiest and most unscrupulous lawyers, not only in the 
state, but also in the entire country. In fact Mr. G-winn's abil-
ity was of such a character that he was selected by the national 
leaders of the Democratic party as their adviser for many years. 
He attended all national conventions for several years, drew up 
tho national platforms on which the campaigns of 1876, 1880, 
1884 and 1888 were based, was an attendant at all party confer-
ences which were held during those years, was consulted by cabi 
net officers, senators and representatives on all sorts of public 
questions, was for years one of the legal advisers of John W. 
Garrett, and, up to the death of that great man, was not only 
his personal friend and counsel, but. was the author of a large 
proportion of all the measures enacted by the General Assem-
bly, at the behest of Mr. Garrett and the Railway Company. 
And, while he was supplanted by Mr. Cowen after the death of 
the elder Garrett, from time to time he was employed by his suc-
cessors, particularly so when the legal controversies took place 
in connection with the extension of the railway system to Phila-
delphia, and later on to New York, concerning which an account 
will be given later on. 

Mr. Gwinn was closely allied with Senator Gorman. He was 
the adviser of the Gorman-Basin Ring in 1875, when he was 
counted in as Attorney General, on the ticket with John Lee 
Carroll, who was made Governor, after one of the most bitterly 
contested fights which ever took place in the state. Against Mr. 
Gwinn for Attorney was Severn Teackle Wallis, in some respects 
the most able and brilliant lawyer the state has produced since 
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the Civil War. The whole of that campaign was so rotten the 
stench of it has not entirely passed away, even though more than 
half a century has passed into history. 

The bill to provide for the constitutional convention, as said 
above, was drawn up by Mr. Gwinn. It was literally full of 
what are called legislative snakes. It not only provided, in de-
tail. for the vote on the question of holding a convention to re-
vise the state constitution it provided at the same time for a 
special election to be held the ensuing summer, that on the same 
ballot the delegates to the convention were to be chosen, and, 
further, it was framed in such a way that the Gorman-Basin 
Ring (it was called the "Ring" at that time, no such dignified 
name as organization was ever applied to it) would be able to 
elect a large majority of its members. No such a shrewd and 
carefully planned scheme had ever before been presented to the 
General Assembly of the state. There was no doubt of the fart 
that it was literally full of snakes—the most deadly sort of leg-
islative snakeall of which were to -be turned loose upon the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railway interests, and, incidentally, to aid in 
the destruction of certain men and interests hostile to the Ring 
and its backers. 

As soon as the hill was introduced and made public, a loud cry 
went. up from those at whom it was aimed, and their friends, 
from one end of Maryland to the other. It was roundly de-
nounced from Garrett to Worcester and it was especially de-
nounced by many business men in the city—not a few of whom 
were men who had before that time been quiet adherents of the 
Ring, and who had given that malodorous organization all the 
respectability it had in the community. 

It was denounced by friends of practically all the judges of 
all the courts of record in the state, as it was plainly evident 
that one of its objects was to clear out the whole bench of the 
circuits, the City of Baltimore and the Court of Appeals, as welt 
as all the clerks of the courts, and not a few other officials, who 
had incurred the hostility of the Ring. 

But the chief object in view was, to quote the words of Senator 
Gorman, for he had, by this time, thrown aside all concealment 
of his real purpose, "to squeeze the life out of every prominent 
enemy of the party, and especially to squeeze that arch enemy 
of the party, the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company. To force 
it to give up all its 'ast and iniquitous tax exemptions, and to 
bring it fully under the control of the state." 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

FROM the day the Hayes Bill was presented, everybody con-
neeted with the General Assembly, and before many days had. 

elapsed, the people of the entire state, understood what the chief 
issue would be during the session, and, slowly, it was also real-
ized what were the underlying objects of the scheme. 

The Legislature at that session had in its membership some of 
the ablest men in the state. In the Senate were Edwin Warfield, 
of Howard county, President of that body, and, later on Gov-
ernor; Thomas G. Hayes, later United States District Attorney 
and afterward Mayor of Baltimore; Isidor Rayner, afterward 
member of Congress and Attorney General of the state, and 
later, for several years United States Senator; Harry Wells 
Rusk, member of Congress, of Baltimore City; J. Clarence Lane, 
of Washington eouniy, one of the leaders of the state bar; Rich-
ard H. Edelin, of Charles, also a lawyer of eminence; Griffin W. 
GoIdsborough, of Caroline; Clinton McCullough, of Cecil, and 
other men of ability and prominence, nearly all of whom were 
representatives of old and famous Maryland families. And not 
the least prominent and influential was Elihu E. Jackson, of 
Wicomico, afterward Governor of the state, and Samuel K. Den-
nis, of Worcester, one of the leading citizens of the Eastern Shore. 

In the House of Delegates were also to be found a large num-
ber of men of prominence and ability. In the first rank were to 
be found Joseph. B. Seth, of Talbot county, Speaker of the ses-
sion and in later years. for two sessions President of the Senate, 
and one of the leading lawyers of the state; Andrew J. Chap-
man, of Charles, former member of Congress; Philip D. Laird, 
of Montgomery, later on Speaker of the House, and first. Chair-
man of the Public Service Commission; Edward Stake, of Wash-
ington, afterward judge of the Circuit Court ; John Hubner, of 
Baltimore county, in after years Speaker of the House, and Pres-
ident of the Senate; Peter J. Campbell, of Baltimore City, af-
terward for three sessions, President of the Senate; Fillmore 
Beall. of Prince George's, afterward judge of the Circuit Court; 
Edwin Gott, of Anne Arundel, afterward Secretary of State; 
W. W. Bustead, of Queen Anne's, one of the leading editors of 
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the Eastern Shore; Walter R. Townsend, of Baltimore county, 
one of the party leaders; Charles H. Evans, of Baltimore City, 
later United States Marshall; John B. Beasman, of Carroll, later 
on one of the ablest members of the State Senate, for several 
session, and, even then, known as a watch dog of the Treasury; 
Alexander Armstrong, of Washington county, and other repre-
sentative Marylanders, all of whom were taxpayers, and men 
thoroughly interested in the welfare of the commonwealth; and 
a notable feature of the session, was the fact that there were 
only four Republicans in the Senate and ten in the House of 
Delegates, so overwhelming had been the victory of the Gorman-
Basin Ring in the. election. The outlook, therefore, at the open-
ing of the session in January, 1886, was not auspicious—indeed 
there was no doubt whatever in the public mind—all believed 
that Mr. Gorman would have no difficulty whatever in passing 
any bill of any sort—that the legislature would do whatever he 
wished it to do—no matter what his wishes might be. It was a 
Gorman legislature through and through, and so elated was the 
Senator at his overwhelming victory, that he threw off his mask, 
abandoned his usual policy of concealment of his plans, and 
openly announced what he proposed doing to his arch-enemy, 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, and his foes on the 
judicial bench and in the bar of the state, for it was notorious 
at the time that all the judges and all the real lawyers of emi-
nence, except two or three, were open foes of Mr. Gorman and 
all his ideas of polities, business, and everything connected with 
the public life of the state. In fact. it was notorious that prac-
tically all the worthwhile professional and business people of 
Maryland, were hostile to Mr. Gorman and all his ways. Of 
course there were a few exceptions, but they were very few in 
number. As was said at the time, that the representatives of 
the old-time professional, business and landed aristocracy of 
Maryland, were almost unanimous in their hostility to the Sen-
ator and his "gang," as they were called, and it was a common 
occurrence for many of them to refu-se to speak to him when 
they met, and in notable instances, Maryland gentlemen refused 
to be introduced to him, when they met in public or private 
places. The most notable instance where a representative of 
this class refused to be introduced to Mr. Gorman, was that of 
Mr. William Ti. Marburg, now the leader of the Maryland Bar, 

He declined to be introduced to the Senator, when the latter was 
at the acme of his fame, when they happened to be together. He 
would have nothing to do with him, And there were other cases 
of the same sort. 

So the General Assembly of 1886 met in the old State House 
at Annapolis. The real issue on which the body had been elected 
was the continuance in power of Mr. Gorman, and his victory 
was so overwhelming, that the impression prevailed everywhere 
that all he had to do was state his desires. His program was 
all prepared. There was no doubt of its success. He had eon-
quered his enemies and had them prostrate at his feet. Railway 
officials, judges, lawyers, bankers, merchants, officials of all 
ranks and grades, were to •be huinilated and chastised, in the ease 
of judges and other state and local officials, all were to be shorn of 
their power and thrown ignominiously out on the political scrap 
heap—there was no doubt about it—anyWhere in the state. Gor-
man was supreme and his defeated enemies waited, expecting• no 
merey. 

And all the while a quiet., unobtrustive man, was busy in the 
Baltimore & Ohio Building, at. Baltimore and Calvert Streets, 
preparing to carry out a plan which defeated the purposes of 
the man who has well been called the evil genius of Maryland 
politics, and his victory, like Dead Sea apples, was turned into 
ashes in his grasp. 
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CHAPTER XL VII. 

N o man in Maryland at that time (1885-86) was more thor-
oughly familiar with the ramifications and ail the phases 

of Maryland politics than John W. Davis, assistant to Robert 
Garrett, President of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company. 

Mr. Davis was one of that coterie of old-time Ring politicians, 
known as "the Old Guard," the members of which were Arthur 
P. Gorman, of Howard county; 1. Freeman Resin, of Baltimore 
City; Jesse K. Hines, of Kent county; Levin Woolford, of Som-
erset county; Michael Bannon, of Anne Arundel county, anEi 
George Colton and John W. Davis, of Baltimore City. These 
men were all politicians of the most practical sort. They were 
the men who forced the state convention in 1875 to throw aside 
William T. Hamilton and nominate John Lee Carroll for Gov-
ernor, although Mr. Hamilton was the choice, at the opening of 
the convention of the majority of the delegates, enough of whom 
were weaned away, and bribed, to change, in order to give Mr. 
Carroll the prize—and in order to accomplish this result, semi-
pies were thrown aside and the most unblushing bribery and cor-
ruption took place. And after the nomination of the ticket, the 
Old Guard managed the fight which resulted in the counting in 
of their ticket, although in order to accomplish their object and 
win the victory, fraud, corruption, ballot-box stuffing and 
changes of ballots, were the order of the day, from one end of 
the state to the other. And Mr. Davis and his colleagues, united 
in directing all this work. 

They planned and perfected the scheme which resulted in the 
election of Gorman to the United States Senate in 1880, and the 
consequent overthrow of William Pinkney Whyte, who up to that 
time had been the outstanding figure in the machine polities of 
the city and state. 

They controlled the lobby, and through the lobby, the General 
Assembly, selling all sorts of legislation at the State House, and 
no political corporation was more efficient, unscrupulous and 
daring, than the Maryland Old Guard, which made the state 
notorious for political rottenness throughout the land—and, as 
their motto was "Addition, Division and Silence," they pros- 

pored and flourished, and there was every indication that their 
lease of power would be long, although the reformers were howl-
ing daily and nightly at their gates, and demanding their over-
throw. What did they care for the reformers, the purists, and 
the cranks? They held the election machinery in their grasp, and, 
to quote again the oft-quoted maxim of Mr. Rasin—"Give me 
the window, and 1 don't care who has the votes." And they had 
the window, and thus could win the elections, no matter how 
greatly they were outnumbered by the voters. And Mr. Davis 
had been associated with them for years, was one of the senior 
members of the gang, had their confidence, had been honored by 
an election by the General Assembly as State Treasurer, and 
member of the Board of Public works. In fact he was saturated 
with Ring politics, and while he was a quiet, unobtrusive man, 
cordial and genial in manner, generous and beneficent in charity, 
and all good works—he was "one of them," and one of the most 
influential of the lot, and, it was as a member of the Old Guard, 
that he was chosen -by the elder Garrett for the responsible and 
confidential post of assistant to the President of the great Rail-
way Company, especially charged with the political end of the 
work, and was continued in the same place by the younger Gar-
rett, when he succeeded his father as head of the Company. And 
that he was efficient in this place, as he was in all others, is not 
a matter of doubt. He was efficiency personified, and he showed 
it in a marvelous manner in behalf of the Railway Company, 
just as he had shown it when engaged in any sort of political 
work, when he functioned with Gorman and Rosin as a member 
of the old Ring. And it was largely the knowledge he had ac-
quired in politics, which enabled him to thwart the schemes of 
his old associates when they parted company, severed not only 
political but business and personal relations, and entered upon 
the strenuous contest in 1885, and which never really ended 
until Mr. Davis and Senator Gorman, and all those who had 
been actively engaged in it, had gone to render their final ac-
count and had been consigned to the dust from which they had 
sprung. 

Ahd without taking into his counsel any one, without detail-
ing his plans even to his official superiors, Mr. Davis made all 
his preparations, and not until he had gone carefully over the 
field, in fact not until after the General Assembly had actually 
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convened, organized and was at work, did he divulge what he 
had done, and what he wished to do to head off the Ring con-
spirators—and when he was ready, the only man he told about 
it was John K. Cowen, who had then become. the dominating 
influence and power in the Baltimore & Ohio councils, and was 
also the leader of the Anti-Ring reform forces, which had been 
so badly and disastrously defeated at the polls only a few short 
weeks before. And the great lawyer approved all Mr. Davis had 
done, and he at once began to perfect the necessary detail work, 
which, in the end brought success, followed by disaster to the 
conspirators. 

CHAPTER XLVIII. 

No sooner was the Gorman Constitutional Convention hill 
made public, than Mr. Davis realized its importance to his 

corporation, and the motives underlying it in the minds of Sen-
ator Gorman and his counsellors—in fact he had suspected from 
the first break with Gorman, that his scheming mind would con-
coct some plan to injure the Railway Company—and that it 
would lie a plan which would not only amply revenge himself. 
but would provide for him and his fellow conspirators great 
pecuniary rewards, should they succeed, and without any eor-
reSpouLding losses should failure result in the end. In other 
words, on the one hand he would secure not only revenge, should 
his schemes succeed, but also he would be in a position to force 
from the hostile railway corporation, large sums of money, while 
should he lose out, he would be in exactly the same position he 
occupied before he started out. But he could see no danger of 
defeat. He had an overwhelming majority in both Houses of 
the General Assembly, a majority which was elected on a plat-
form, of which he, himself, was the basis. practically a largo 
Gorman majority, of the hide hound sort, ready, to all appear-
ances, to pass any measure which he might favor, or to defeat 
any measure which he might oppose. And probably no one had 
any expectation that it would act otherwise. It was in Gorman's 
hands, as putty. 

Mr. Davis, however, looked upon the situation in a different 
light. Be was familiar with every section of :Alaryland, and no 
man in the state had a more intimate acquaintance with the 
people of all sections. He knew all about their local prejudices, 
their likes and dislikes, and how they resented any interference 
with their local, county and district rights by people from other 
sections. In other words, he knew Maryland and Marylanders, 
as well as any man in the state—probably better than any other 
man, except the venerable George Colton, whose associate he had 
been in polities for a long period of years. In fact it was ad-
mitted on all sides that the Iwo men in Maryland who were bet-
ter informed, as to all matters political as well as personal, than 
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all others combined, were George Colton and John W. Davis--
the only possible rival they had was Jesse K. Hines—and these 
three men formed a triumvirate which had more to do with the 
success of the old Ring than all others combined, not even ex-
cepting Senator Gorman or Mr. Rosin. 

In considering the outlook Mr. Davis realized that the Ring 
had determined, in ease they succeeded in passing their bill and 
securing their convention, to provide for the retirement of all 
the judges of all the courts, of all the clerks of all the Circuit 
Courts, of all the registers of wills, and of other officials who had 
been chosen at recent elections for terins ranging from six to 
fifteen years, in other words to make a clean sweep, and provide 
for the election at the special election to be provided for under, 
the new constitution, of new judges, new clerks and new reg-
isters of wills in every county in every circuit from one end of 
the state to the other. In this manner he would be enabled to 
place on the bench, not only of the Court of Appeals but also of 
all the circuits new men, and back of it all was a scheme to re-
organize the whole judicial system of the state, and change the 
forms of the administration of justice from the lowest up to the 
highest degree. So, in a quiet way, through agents in the City 
of Baltimore and the counties Mr. Davis had it brought to the 
attention of all these gentlemen, what their fate would be, should 
the bill under consideration become a law, and finally be ratified 
by the people at the polls—and then, quietly at first, the move-
ment started in every county from Garrett to Worcester. 

Protests from the counties began to go in to Annapolis against 
any change in the State Constitution. The clerks of the courts 
roused their friends to the danger threatening them, the reg-
isters of wills followed suit, protesting against any scheme which 
would cut short the term for which they had been elected, and 
all the judges from the chief judge of the Court of Appeals 
down through all his associates, the circuit judges in all the 
counties, and their hosts of friends and dependents, backed by 
a large proportion of the leading members of the bar from one 
end of Maryland to the other, were quietly aroused to the im-
pending danger, and in a few weeks the tone at Annapolis be-
gan to assume a doubtful air. 

The members of the Genera! Assembly were hearing from home. 

Mr. Davis was getting in his work, and, in alarm, Senator 
Gorman went over to Annapolis to inquire why his great Incas-
ure was delayed. He wanted to know what had come over his 
adherents. What was the matter? 

In the background, unsuspected, Mr. Davis was still at work. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

w tete the Senator reached Annapolis lie was surprised to 
lind many of the members of both Houses of the General 

As.-einbly lukewarm in behalf of the bill to provide for a new 
constitution, while others who had been reckoned on as certain 
to favor it, were doubtful, and in some instances hostile to the 
whole proposition. In order, therefore, to push the matter to a 
conclusion, it was determined by the Ring to force the fighting, 
and learn without delay what the strength of the opposition 
would amount to, and what prospect there was to secure an early 
passage of the measure, and get it out of the way. Early as it 
was  in the session, the outlook appeared to be that the consid-
eration of the Gorman bill would be of such a character that it 
would seriously interfere with all other matters of legislation, 
and if it was not disposed of with promptness, would cause a 
real jam toward the end of the session and prevent any proper 
and careful attention to the many important matters which were 
of vital importance to the public interest of the entire state. 

In the meantime, Senator J. Clarence Lane, of Washington 
County, who was the leader of the anti-Gorman forces, had in-
troduced a bill, which, in accordance with the provision of the 
state constitution, provided for a vote to be taken at the next 
state election in 1887, on the simple question as to whether the 
people desired a convention to be called. The constitution of 
1867 required this matter to be submitted to the people every 
twenty years—no more than a mere vote as to whether such a 
convention should be held, the details of which were to be de-
termined at the ensuing session of the General Assembly, should 
the vote be in favor of a convention. 

As said before, the Gorman-Hayes hill was an elaborate af-
fair, It provided a special election in 1886. It also provided all 
the details as to the make-up of the convention—that the del-
egates should all be elected at the same time the vote was taken, 
that the names of the proposed delegates should be on the same 
ballot on which the voter stated whether he was for or against 
a convention, and other particulars were detailed, so that all was 
to be so regulated that they would be enabled to control the whole  

body, provided, of course, they secured a bare majority of the del-
egates. It was a most carefully prepared and skilfully drawn 
measure, which was worthy of the subtle and not over-scrupulous 
brain. of Charles J. M. Gwinn who was never excelled by any 
man in that sort of work. In other words, to use the expression 
of Severn Teacide Wallis, then the unrivalled leader of the 
Maryland Bar; "It was full of squirming, poisonous snakes; it 
was a locale]. of all that was iniquitous in that character of leg-
islation, and its passage would go far to give Gorman, and his 
unprincipled gang, such control over the affairs of the entire 
state, that nothing but an overwhelming uprising of the people 
would ever enable them to throw off the yoke. It would give 
them more complete control of the executive and legislative 
branches of the state government than they had ever had, and, 
it would give them, what they had never had before, practical 
control of the judges of all the courts of the state; which was 
what they were really after, and for which they had been schem-
ing ever since the close of the Civil War." 

And therefore Mr. Gorman went to Annapolis at frequent in-
tervals, he sent from time to time, inviting the doubtful mem-
bers to visit hint and partake of his hospitality at Washington, 
he had a swarm of his ablest lieutenants camped at. the State 
House at Annapolis, and not a detail was overlooked prepara-
tory to the great and totally unexpected fight, which they were 
preparing to face in order to succeed in carrying out their con-
spiracy. 

And while all this was going on, Mr. Davis was sitting in his 
office at Calvert and Baltimore Streets, quietly perfecting his 
plans to thwart the Gorman schemes, and, working under his 
direction, were men in all parts of the state—carefully prepar-
ing counter mines. 

And the stage was soon set for one of the greatest and most 
dramatic acts in the great Maryland play; wherein the chief 
eharacters were Arthur P. Gorman, Senator of the United States, 
and John. K. Cowen as the representative and defender of Mary-
land's great system of transportation. And slowly the eurtain 
arose on the scene. 
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CHAPTER L. 

NOT many days after the introduction of the Gorman Ring 
bill, to provide for a new constitutional convention, and 

while the measure had not even been read over or considered by 
either of the committees of the two Houses, the whole matter 
was under discussion, not only at Annapolis but in every nook 
and corner of the state, from the summit of the Alleghanies to 
the seacoast in Worcester county. The advocates of the scheme 
were zealous in their work to persuade the voters that the con-
stitution of 1867 was antiquated and no longer suited to the 
demands of the times, although it was only twenty years since 
its adoption. They cited instances, esiireially in the sections of 
i hr organic art regarding taxation, which were hindrances to the 
enactment of proper revenue producing laws. The provisions 
regarding the taxation of personal property, were of doubtful 
interpretation, and it was impossible under the constitutional 
provision, to tax certain kinds of intangible personal property 
(notably interest-bearing bonds and dividend-paying stocks), 
and there were other defects in the constitution, so the advo-
cates of the proposed new measure insisted, which eould only be 
remedied by an entirely new organic law. 

Senator Gorman issued orders to the committees of the two 
Houses, which were in charge of the proposed bill, to take it up 
at. once (that is after the organization of the Houses was com-
pleted and the committees named) in order that it might be 
reported out in both the Senate and the House of Delegates and 
pushed forward to a passage without delay. The writer was a 
member of the House committee to which the bill had been re. 
ferred, and without delay, that is in a few days after the com-
mittee had been organized, the chairman, Mr. Reuben Johnson, 
a delegate from Howard county, read a letter from the Senator 
in which he urged upon the committee the necessity of speedy 
action in regard to the bill. In fact the letter was, to all in-
tents and purposes, a command. It was perempto7 in tone, and 
stated that the desire for speedy action was the result of a pop-
ular demand, and that. the measure should be disposed of without 
delay. That it had been introduced thus early in the session for  

the express purpose of settling the question, that the whole ques-
tion had been discussed from one end of the state to the other, 
that it. was the most important duty before the General Assem-
bly, and therefore should have priority over all others. 

The committee, as made up by Speaker Seth, was composed of 
some of the ablest men in the House. Reuben Johnson, of How-
ard county, the chairman, was a lawyer of ability and high per-
sonal character. Philip D. Laird, of Montgomery, was one of 
the ablest men in the state, and by far the best equipped man in 
the House for any sort of work. Years later he was Speaker of 
the House, and was the first chairman of the Public Service Com-
mission after the organization of that body, in 1910. 

Edward Stake, of Washington county, afterward an honored 
judge of the Western Circuit, and a lawyer of great ability and 
high standing, was the only Republican member of the commit-
tee. lie was a careful worker, and a forceful and brilliant speaker. 

Peter J. Campbell, of Baltimore City, then at the beginning of 
his long and honored career, was also a member, and later on he 
served several terms in the State Senate, of which body he was 
President for three sessions, and ranked as one of ablest presid-
ing officers who ever wielded the gravel in the State House. 

C. Dodd McFarland, of Baltimore City, was another able law-
yer on the committee. Ile was an astute and careful politician, 
and was really the ablest representative of the city Ring in the 
House. The other members of the committee were new to the 
business and nowise prominent, and with the exception of the 
writer of the sketches, ail are dead, and he alone survives to tell 
the tale. 

At. that time, it was the impression in the State House, that 
there would be no trouble in passing the bill, and the chairman 
of the committee, Mr. Johnson, was openly in favor of it. In 
fact he had been made chairman for that reason. Hie was from 
Senator Gorman's own county, was a. personal friend of the 
Senator, and was expected to do his bidding, 

I-Te read to the committee the Senator's letter, which, was a 
virtual command to dispose of the bill, and report it at once. 
After he had finished the letter, he took up the convention bill, 
with the remark: 

"Of course we all know what this bill is, and what we are ex-
pected to do with it. But, I suppose we had better go over it see- 
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tion by section, so that we may be able to say that the commit-
tee has really considered it, But I think we ought to get it out 
of the way. Mr. Gwinn, who is down here looking after it, says 
it ought to be reported favorably at tomorrow's session. So let 
us get it out on the files." 

And then occurred the first indication of what was to come. 
Mr. Laird arose and said: — Mr. Chairman, I can see no ma-

son for haste. This is the most important bill which will come 
before us this session, and we are here to represent the people--
not individuals, even though those individuals happen to be as 
great and powerful as Senator Gorman and the distinguished ex-
Attorney General, Mr. Gwinn." 

CHAPTER LI. 

WHEN Mr. Laird raised his voice in objection to the imme-
diate consideration of the constitutional convention bill 

by the committee, all the members looked up in surprise, for it 
had been generally understood that the measure was to be pushed 
through at nnee and reported out and hastened to its passage. In 
fact, there had been no sign of opposition during the campaign to 
the proposition to provide for a new constitution, and it had been 
expected that it would be enacted promptly and the way cleared 
for other legislation, which it was expected the leaders had on 
their program. No whisper of hostility had been heard from 
any source, even among the members of the committee, and 
therefore there was general astonishment when Mr. Laird, who 
was recognized not only as the ablest man there, but also as the 
best lawyer in the House. asked for delay, and no one was more 
thoroughly taken aback than the Chairman. He, therefore, asked 
Mr. Laird why he thought there should be any delay on the part 
of the committee. He said : 

"I had understood that. there would be no opposition to this 
Trill. It has been discussed from one end of the state to the 
other, and no word of hostility has been heard. The fact has been 
generally recognized that the present constitution is antiquated, 
that it should be revised up to date. Why, I recall the fact that 
Mr. Laird himself, in one of his speeches during the campaign, 
said that the chief duty of this session would be to provide for 
the calling of a convention to revise the constitution, Will he 
please give us his reason for this surprising change of front?" 

"In a few words I will do so," said Mr. Laird. "I have not 
changed my views as to the desirability of the revision of the 
constitution. But I have learned many things, which I did not 
know anything about, until a few days ago. I have learned that 
the real object. of the gentlemen who are presumably in control 
of the General Assembly, and who expeet to control the con-
stitutional convention, should one be called, I repeat that their 
real object is, not to revise the organic law for the purpose of 
making it more up to date, but. rather to make it possible for 
them to gratify certain persona] and political grudges they have 
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formed against• several of the ablest and most honored officials, 
and other gentlemen, as well as against certain large business 
and corporate interests, in whose welfare the state has been 
bound up for a long period of years. In other words, I have 
learned, as a fact, that behind all this zeal for a new constitu-
tion, is a desire for vengeance, a desire to get even with certain 
interests, which are controlled and managed by men who have 
been opposed to the supremacy, political and otherwise, of the 
able leaders, who together make up what is called the Gorman-
Rasin Ring. And, in order that the committee may have a full 
understanding of my reason for the course I am about to take, I 
will explain, in as few words as possible just what I mean. 

"It was reported to me a few days ago, that the real object 
the leaders, who are forcing this bill through, had first, to secure 
the adoption of a constitution which would automatically retire 
from office all the judges, not only of the Court of Appeals, but 
of all the Cireuit Courts of the state, as well as the clerks of the 
courts, and the Registers of Wills, beside other constitutional 
officials. Practically, all the incumbents of these offices have 
been out of harmony with the state and city organizations, and 
this is especially the case with the Judges of the Court of Ap-
peals, all of whom are believed to be personally hostile to Sen-
ator Gorman, who have opposed him from the beginning of his 
career. Naturally, he wishes to get rid of them, and the same 
state of affairs exists with regard to all the other judicial officers 
of the city and state, a large proportion of whom have been anti-
Gorman ever since the Senator became the accredited leader of 
the Democratic party. 

"But the most important factor back of this whole move, to 
get rid of the old constitution and secure the adoption of a new 
one, is the determination to get. even with the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway Company and thus punish the men who are in control 
of that corporation. It is not necessary to say why Senator 
Gorman and his friends are anxious to give all the trouble they 
can to the Railway Company. All of you gentlemen know, as 
well as I do, what are the reasons which impel the Senator to 
do all in his power to cripple this great system, and thus, to use 
his own expression, get even with the men who have been using 
their power, as officers of the Railway Company to destroy, as 
he says, the Democratic party." 

"How do you know all this, Mr. Laird?" said Mr. McFarland, 
who was the oldest member of the committee, and was a shrewd 
and skilful Baltimore City lawyer. "What you say surprises 
me very much. I have had several conversations with Senator 
Gorman and Mr. Gwinn about this bill, and they never even 
hinted that they had such plans in regard to it, as you seem to 
think they have." 

"I have it directly from the lips of both Mr. Gwinn and the 
Senator," said Mr. Laird. "As soon as I heard what I have told 
you, I went to Washington and asked the Senator what truth 
there was in this report. I later saw Mr. Gwinn, and the replies 
of both were to the same effect." 

"Senator Gorman said, that he did not know how they would 
be able to accomplish all they wished, but that he was sure they 
would be able to gain most of their points. He said it was a 
notorious fact, that the Baltimore & Ohio Company was the 
largest property owner in the state, and that practically all of 
that property was exempt front taxation, and that the plan was, 
by means of a new constitution, to force the Company to give 
up its tax exemption. Hiow it would be done he did not know, 
as he was not a lawyer, but Mr. Gwinn, and other able lawyers, 
had assured him that means could be devised by which the Com-
pany could be compelled to yield up these exemptions, which 
were granted in the charter. He contended that no greater fa-
vor could be conferred on the people of the state than to compel 
"this great old tax dodger," as he called it, to pay its just and 
honest dues in the way of taxes, like all other property holders." 



CHAPTER L11. 

WHEN Mr. Laird finished his talk 'giving his reasons for post-
ponement of action on the Gorman Constitutional Con-

vention bill, there was a moment's silence—all the other mem-
bers of the committee being stupefied at his statements, and es-
pecially at the report he gave as to the real reasons given to him 
by both Senator Gorman and Mr. Gwinn, which were back of 
the bill—for at that time there bad been no word spoken by any-
one which could .be interpreted that way. It had been the gen-
eral assumption that the ostensible reasons, given out by the 
leaders for the passage of the bill, had been in good faith—that 
the intention was to secure the adoption of a constitution more 
in accord with modern views of legislation, and particularly to 
secure a change in the Bill of Rights, which would enable the 
state to levy a tax on certain kinds of personal property which 
could not be reached under the present organic law. There had 
been no hint during the campaign in which the ticket had been 
elected by such a large majority, that there was any ulterior and 
secret motive for the passage of the provision for a new consti-
tutional convention, and, when Mr. Laird came out with the 
statement that Senator Gorman had boldly asserted the real 
purpose of the leaders, the members of the committee were al! 
amazed at what was said, for kliere was no doubt in the minds 
of those who had charge of the bill, that he was giving an ac-
curate report of what had been told him. 

Mr. Laird continued: 
"The statement of Senator Gorman as to the real object of 

this proposition, changes the whole aspect of the ease. So long 
as the plan was simply to rectify certain admitted defects in 
the present constitution, I was in favor of it, but now that it is 
known that back of it. all, is a well-planned scheme to revolution-
ize the Whole system of the state government„ to legislate out of 
office al] the Judges as well as other officers, to interfere with the 
vested rights of the largest and most influential business organ-
ization in the state, I want time to consider the entire situation 
before I agree to any action on the part of this committee in this 
matter. I am convinced that it is our duty to go slow, there is  

plenty of time, we are at the opening of the session, and this 
whole business should be carefully considered in all its angles, 
before any definite action is taken by this committee." 

The chairman of the committee, and practically all the mem-
bers were at sea. It had been the expectation of all that the bill 
would he reported out at once, for orders had been given to that 
end, not only by Senator Gorman but by Mr. Basin, the city 
leader, and after a short, desultory diseussion in which all the 
members participated, Mr. McFarland proposed that Mr. Gwinn, 
the former Attorney Genera] of the state, who was present in 
the State House, be requested to come to the committee room, 
and explain the bill and all its bearings, as well as the object of 
the leaders in having it passed. It was a well known fact that 
he was the author of the bill, that he knew the wishes and pur-
poses of Senator Gorman and his allies, and probably would be 
willing to give the committee the desired information. The com-
mittee agreed to this plan, and a message was sent to Mr. Gwinn, 
inviting him to attend the meeting and give the members the 
benefit of his advice. 

In a short time Mr. Gwinn appeared. At that time he was at 
his best. He was one of the most aristocratic looking old gen-
tlemen ever seen at the State House. lc had a classical face, 
snow-white hair, a cordial, but dignified manner, and was alto-
gether one of the most impressive and handsome men I ever saw. 

He was a great lawyer, there is no doubt of that; he was also 
a learned and highly cultivated gentleman, a good talker and 
he had the reputation of being one of the shrewdest and most 
skilful manipulators of men in the whole country. lie was fam-
ous, not only in the halls of legislation at. Annapolis, but no one 
could excel him in putting things through both Houses of Con-
gress as well as through the departments of the National Govern-
ment at Washington. He was skilled in all sorts of political and 
business manipulation, he was an artist in more than one line, 
and probably no man since the Civil War was better able to make 
the worse appear the better reason, When he wanted to gain a 
point, than this stately and wonderful old man, who, as the rep-
resentative of several of the most noted and aristocratic families 
in the whole country, had the entrée into the best and most high-
ly intellectual, professional and political society, not only in the 

144 	GREAT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF 	 E 	 THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD 	 145 



146 	GrmaT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF 

National Capital, in Baltimore, in New York and Boston, or 
wherever he might wish to go. 

And on that day in January, 1886, as he stood before the com-
mittee of the House of Delegates, in the old Colonial State House 
at Annapolis, he unfolded to the members of that body, the rea-
sons why the leaders of the old Democratic Ring were so so-
licitous to have the bill before us promptly passed. He told the 
whole scheme and he presented not a few striking arguments in 
its favor. He was open and bold in his statements. Apparently 
he concealed nothing, and he based all he said on the theory 
that. on the success of these plans depended the life of the Demo-
eratic party, and the welfare of the people of the whole state, re-
gardless of party. 

And he did not deny that the real aim of the people who had 
concocted this plan, was the ultimate control of the great Balti-
more & Ohio Railway Company, as he put it, "by the State of 
Maryland." He said, "the State of Maryland should control 
this great corporation. At the present time the aim of the Com-
pany is to control the State of Maryland. If this plan is not 
carried out to a successful conclusion, Mr. Cowen and his com-
bination will have their feet on your necks, and the whole state 
will be bound hand and foot, and be at their mercy." 
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CHAPTER LIII. 

A LARGE part of this record of the fight at Annapolis during 
the session of 1886 has never been published. The writer, 

as before stated, was a member of the House Committee in 
charge of the bill, the meetings of which were held with closed 
doors. lie also acted as Secretary of the Committee, and wrote 
out the report. He is the only member of that Committee now 
living, 

The plan of the Gorman Ring, as outlined to the House Com-
mittee by Mr. Gwinn, in regard to th.e purposes and objects for 
which they were backing, with all their power, the scheme to se-
cure a new constitution for the state, was a revelation. 

In a careful and logical manner, Mr. Gwinn, in the first place, 
detailed the reasons for their insistence on the passage of the 
proposed bills as they had .been outlined on the hustings during 
the campaign—all of which were unobjectionable, and the chief 
of which was to render more flexible the tax laws, under the 
operation of which it was an admitted fact that large amounts 
of property, in all parts of the state, were exempt from taxation, 
especially in the case of personal property. In fact, under the. 
constitution, as it then was interpreted by the courts, it was 
practically impossible to tax stocks, bonds and all that class of 
personal property, thus imposing the heaviest share of the taxes 
on real estate, and enabling the owners of millions of dollars 
worth of gilt-edged securities to escape paying even a small 
amount of taxes on that class of their possessions. The injus-
tice of all this had aroused the indignation of a large proportion 
of the people in all parts of the state, especially in the counties, 
where the burden was heaviest on the farmers, wh.o were becom-
ing more and more stirred up, especially because the prices of 
all their produce was at the lowest point in the history of the 
state, since the Civil War. These reasons for the necessity of a 
new organic law were so well. known, and had been so thorough-
ly discussed, Mr. (lwinn said, that there was no use in wasting 
time in going over the faets which were as well known to the 
committee as they were to him. 



"But gentlemen," he continued, "there are several other rea-
sons, reasons weightier than those to which I have referred, why 
there should be, not only a thorough revision of the present con-
stitution, but art instrument framed by men fresh from the peo-
ple, which will embody so many changes that it will be to all 
intents and purposes a new organic law for the state." 

"The greatest menace to the prosperity and well-being of 
Maryland at the present time, arises from the growing power 
and dominating influence of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Com-
pany. Cherished and fostered by the City of Baltimore and the 
state, practically built by funds provided by the city and state, 
it has grown to such an extent that it now wants to control all 
the public affairs of the commonwealth. It already controls the 
courts, from the highest to the lowest—it has under its arrogant 
influence the local officials of more than half the Counties and 
municipalities in Maryland, and at the recent election made a 
desperate effort to to secure control of the entire government of 
the City of Baltimore, and to dictate not only the election of 
United States Senator in place of Mr. Gorman, but also to take 
over the control of this General Assembly, and thus, not only be 
enabled to place its toolS in office as Police Commissioners of the 
city, but also, owing to the fact that this legislature was required 
to elect a Governor, to fill out the unexpired term of Mr. Rob-
ert McLane, now minister to France, who resigned to accept the 
diplomatic post. under appointment of President Cleveland. The 
stakes for which this powerful railway octopus was playing were 
great—they included not only the retention of its control over 
the state judiciary, hut also the control of the City Government 
of Baltimore, the local county governments through which the 
road's lines extended, the control of the Police Officials of Balti-
more, and, through the expected control of this General Assem-
bly, and the fact that it was incumbent on this body to elect a 
Governor of the State and a State Treasurer, the control of the 
Board of Public Works and thus be placed in a position of ab-
solute power over the whole of Maryland and ail its interests, 
local as well as general, from one end of the state to the other. 
The stakes for which Mr. Cowen and his assistants were playing 
were great—the greatest ever in issue in our history—they 
played with great skill, but, fortunately, we had the best cards, 
and while the game is by no means over, we have won most of  

the tricks up to the present time. And now the game has been 
resumed here in Annapolis, where it is hoped it will be con-
cluded, and as the first moves are up to you, gentlemen of the 
House Committee, I am ready to lay on the table before you the 
cards, in what I believe to be the concluding game, of what is 
the most important period in our history since the Civil War." 
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CHAPTER LIV. 

M R. GWINN paused a moment, and looked around at the lum-
bers of the Committee, as if to see how they were taking 

his words. He looked, with especial earnestness, at Mr. Edward 
Stake, (afterward Circuit Judge in Washington County) who 
was the only Republican on the Committee, and while gazing 
upon him said: 

"Of course, gentlemen of the Committee, it is understood that 
all these plans 1 am giving you in some detail, and in fact all 
this conference is strictly confidential, and must not be given 
out to any one, especially not to the newspaper men. I know 
that my friend Mr. Stake, who is the Republican member of the 
Committee, will not divulge what is said, even though he may 
not approve of our plans, although I can see no reason why he 
should not do so, for the matters under consideration, are not 
partisan, and several of the most influential Republicans in the 
state, with whom Senator Gorman and I have conferred on the 
subject, are in complete accord with us. But we are not ready 
yet to make public the whole scheme. But that will all be ready 
to open up, we hope, in a few days. But we are especially anx-
ious  to have the bill out of the Committee, and on the files, be-
fore any further action is taken. When that is done, the fight 
will be out in the open, for we will be prepared to push the hill 
through to a final passage. 

"And now that. I have opened up the subject, at the request 
of the Committee, I am ready, so far as I may be able, to an-
swer any questions that may be asked by the members of the 
Committee. And, with the permission of the Chairman, I will 
sit down." 

When Mr. Gwinn had said this, he sat down, and, for at least. 
a moment there was silence in the room, which was broken by 
Mr. Stake, who had been making memoranda on the back of an 
envelope. He said; 

"Mr. Gwinn, what you have said about the objects underlying 
this plan to provide for a new constitution for the state, has 
taken me by surprise, and doubtless has been equally surprising 
to all the other members of the Committee. The only thing that  

was discussed, either in the press or on the stump during the 
recent campaign, was the necessity for certain changes in the 
constitution, which would permit the state and the counties to 
lax certain classes of personal property, which are now prac-
tically exempt. And on this point there was no room for dis-
agreement. I came here, as a Republican, prepared to vote for 
a bill which would direct a vote to he taken on the mere ques-
tion as provided in our present constitution, as to whether the 
people desired to have a Constitutional Convention, without any 
idea that the whole plan had been mapped out, not only that we 
were to vote to call a Convention but that we were to have a 
special election within a few months, that at this special election 
we were not only to vote for the Convention, but. were to elect 
the delegates who were to take part in it, that. it was to he held 
this present year, in fact in a few months, and further than 
that, that you and certain other distinguished and able gentle-
men, had already decided what was to be embodied in the con-
st itution, before a single delegate to the same had been selected 
—unless, indeed you and your county leaders, had already picked 
up the men who were to make up the Convention in advance. 
I do not believe such a proposition as this was ever heard of in 
any state—certainly not in an American state. Your plans are 
certainly elaborate and well-prepared, and you cannot wonder 
at the fact that we are taken by surprise. And, from the size 
of the majority you have in this General Assembly, I presume 
they are all so well-laid, that you will be able to carry them 
through to a successful conclusion. But you will agree with me, 
that it is an unheard of proposition, and I, for one member of 
this Committee, am not ready to vote on it, and I do not think. 
in fairness to us, you should ask that. we should do so without 
further consideration. 

"Here, you and the leaders of the party in absolute and over-
whelming control of the state government in all its branches, 
present to the legislature a proposition of the most revolutionary 
character, a proposition far reaching in its effects, a proposition 
which was not. even hinted at (luring a long and stirring cam-
paign, in which all the issues were discussed from one end of 
the state to the other and no mention was made of it by those 
who had been preparing it for months. 
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"What is the object bark of it all, is it really what you have 
told its? Is it a plan to take vengeance on certain prominent 
state and judicial officials for their offenses to your party, and 
do you expect, really, to be able as you have said was one of 
your objects to put the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company on 
the rack, and add to the troubles under which that great in-
dustrial organization labors at the present time? These matters 
are of the most extraordinary and vital importance to the peo-
ple of the whole state regardless of party. We are here as the 
duly elected representatives of the whole people—we are sent 
here to look out for their welfare—we are not expected to take 
up such matters hastily and without due consideration. I am 
therefore opposed to any definite action on this bill without fur-
ther consideration." 

CHAPTER LV. 

WHEN Mr. Stake had given his views as to the action the 
committee should take on the bill under consideration. 

he asked Mr. Gwinn to explain the plans under consideration. 
by means of which the Baltimore & Ohio Company could be 
foreed to give up, in whole or in part the tax exemptions which 
it possessed, and which had been guaranteed by the charter 
granted the Company, and by repeated acts of the General As-
sembly, passed during the lung history of the state for more than 
half a century. As a lawyer, he said, he did riot see how the 
state could force the Railway Corporation to do otherwise than 
it was doing at the present time—that the contract for tax 
exemption, granted the Company, was, in its nature an irre-
pealable contract, and could only he abrogated. or modified, by 
the consent and acquiescence of both parties, and that to expect 
the Railway Company to agree to any such a proposition, was 
an absurdity—it was really the most valuable part of their 
franchise, and the fart that they had it, added greatly to the 
value of their vast property interests. He further said: 

"I know, Mr. Gwinn, that you are one of the best and most 
learned lawyers in the Country, that no man at the liar. either 
in Maryland, or, in fact in any other state, has a better and more 
accurate knowledge of the law, especially- of the law affecting 
corporation rights, than you, and if you have some plan by which 
you can remedy this situation, it is well-considered and prob-
ably will be effective. I think therefore that we are entitled to 
knt n just what the plans are. "While this matter, in its present 
shave, is largely a partisan measure, it ought not to be, and 
while I am not a member of the party in control of affairs here. 
I am not partisan enough to stand in the way of any measure 
that wilt benefit the people as a whole." 

Mr. Laird backed up the request of Mr. Stake for enlighten-
ment., as to the plans on which the hill under consideration was 
based. He said: 

"I am sure Mr. Gwinn will have no objection to giving us 
some detailed account of this whole scheme. I spoke in favor 
of this bill in different parts of the state during the eamnaign. 
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under the impression. for which the party leaders were respon-
sible, that the sole purpose in view, was to provide for a vote 
at the election next year on the one, single, clear, and definite 
proposition, "Shall a state convention be held to formulate and 
submit to the people of the state a new constitution?" And that 
was all. There was no discussion, except incidentally, as to what 
it was proposed to insert in this law, except that it should pro-
vide for a broader and more exquitablc system of taxation, and 
With this idea in the minds of the people. there was no oppo-
sition to the plan, for, with few exceptions, everybody recog-
nized the necessity for radical changes in the tax laws. In other 
►► ores, it was the general understanding that this General As-
sembly was to pass the bill, to submit to the people of the state, 
that one question, and that all the details were to be provided 
by the session of 1888, after the people had decided to call a 
convention." 

And now, we are presented with this bill, which lays before 
us an entirely different proposition—a proposition the like of 
which i do not believe was ever considered by any leg■islative 
body. And we are urged to rush it through, at the very begin-
ning of the session, as if the welfare of the state absolutely de-
pended upon its enactment, without any delay or consideration 
whatever. Here, is placed before us, an elaborate scheme pro-
viding for a popular vote to be taken, not at the time directed 
by the Constitution, but at. a special election held for that pur-
pose, and, at the same time, are to be elected throughout the 
state, proportionately in the City of Baltimore and the coun-
ties. one hundred and seventeen delegates t.o hold this conven-
tion, delegates who are to sit here in Annapolis for the period 
of ninety days, and to frame an entirely new Organic law for 
the state. And, as soon as this new organic law is framed, an-
other election is to be held, at which the voters are to decide 
whether or not they favor the adoption of this new (.7onstitu-
ion which is to go into effect as soon as it is ratified, and thus 

revolutionize the whole system of Government in Maryland. 
"And the most am.azing feature of this whole revolutionary 

scheme. is the well-authenticated fact. which I have learned 
from Senator Gorman himself, and which I am sure General 
°whin will substantiate, that the proposed Constitution has been  

prepared in all its details, and is ready for the convention t.o 
consider, when it meets, if it should ever meet. 

"In Star chamber conferences, the men who are now in ab-
solute control of the state government, in absolute control of 
this General Assembly, by an overwhelming majority, have prep-
ared this scheme, which, if carried to a successful conclusion, 
will legislate out. of office all the judges now on the bench in Bal-
timore City and throughout the state, from the Chief Judge of 
the Court of Appeals, down through the entire list., including 
all the Circuit Judges, the clerks of all the Courts, all the reg-
isters of Wills, all the State's Attorneys, all the County Com-
missioners, all the Public School Officials, and many other offi-
vials. both city, county and state, including His Exeelleney, thc. 
Governor, the Comptroller of the State Treasury, the State 
Treasurer, and all the subordinates in all the departments of the 
State Government. It will be a clean sweep, the like of which 
was never before even dreamed of, in this conservative old com-
monwealth. 

"And back of all this scheme is the determination, 'to get 
even,' to use Senator Gorman's own words, with the men who 
have proved false to the organization. And over and above all 
else, to force up to the wall, the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Com-
pany, which is now aligned with the enemies of the Democratic 
party, We are going to put. it out of polities, or put it out of 
business. The salvation of the party depends on our success." 

And, in the meantime, John W. Davis, in his office on the 
second floor of the Railroad Building, at the corner of Calvert 
and Baltimore Streets, was quietly engineering his plans. His 
work was going on in every county in the state, and,. in the end. 
the Gorman-Rasin plans were brought to nought through his 
skill and able management. 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

WHEN Mr. Laird had concluded his short speech to the Cora-
mittee in explaining his opposition to hasty action on the 

Constitutional Convention Bill, Mr. Gwinn said: 
"I came here, gentlemen, at your request, to explain to you 

the plans of the Democratic, leaders in regard to this bill, but I 
now understand front what has been said that you have become 
uncertain as to what should be done with it. I can only say that 
I represent in this matter the party leaders, who have held sev-
eral conferences on the plan, and have made up their minds what 
they desire to be done, and what they expected you would do 
without any delay. For certain reasons, which you will easily 
understand, they think it expedient to get the whole affair over 
with, and out of the way early in the session, in order that it 
will not interfere with general legislation, which always crowds 
in at the latter end of the three months. They have no doubt 
of the passage of the bill. They expect it to be passed just as 
it is. They do not intend to allow any amendment or change, 
and I am here, rather as their attorney and counsel, and the views 
I have expressed, and the additional views which I may be re-
quired to express later on, will be the views of Senator Gorman 
and the other party leaders, who are more interested in this 
plan to secure a new Constitution for the state, than in any-
other matter which they may desire to bring before the General 
Assembly. 

"And at the direction of the leaders, I am going to ask you to 
take action in this measure without much delay. Senator Gor-
man and Mr. Rasin have both discussed the necessity for prompt 
action with your Chairman, with Mr. Laird, and with Mr. Mc-
Farland, and I understand that they agreed to have the bill 
brought out at. once, and as the hour is late, I am going to ask 
you to excuse my further attendance today. Should you desire 
any more information from me I shall be in Annapolis tomor-
row afternoon, where I will be at your service. Thank you for 
your courtesy in permitting me to appear before you." And 
the distinguished lawyer bowed, and left the room. 

As soon as he had gone, Mr. McFarland said : 
"In order to bring this matter to a head, Mr. Chairman, I 

move that the bill be reported favorably at tomorrow's session." 
There was dead silence for a moment, when, Mr. Campbell, 

seconded the motion. 
The Chairman said : 
"Before I put this motion to a vote, I wish to explain my 

position. It is true Senator Gorman and Mr. Resin, the Balti • 
more City leader, asked me to see that this bill was brought out as 
soon as possible, and I said that I would do so. But I had no idea 
what the bill was or what was back of it, it had not been intro-
duced, and the printed copies were not furnished until this morn-
ing. I will state, for the benefit of the Committee, that since I 
made that promise, I have learned so many things about it that I 
am in doubt as to what should be done, and I can see no possible 
reason for haste. We have not been in session more than two 
weeks. We have ten weeks before us to take action. It is up to 
you gentlemen, to decide what shall be done, and I would like 
to have your views on the whole proposition before I put this 
motion." 

The discussion then opened up with an evident division of 
the Committee, as to what should be done. The uncertainty ill 
the minds of all was manifest. The whole affair had assumed a 
now phase. There was no doubt of the fact that all the mem-
bers had gone to Annapolis with the intention of voting for a bill 
which provided for a vote to be taken in 1887 at the state elections 
on the naked question as to whether a convention should be 
provided for at the session of the General Assembly in 1888. No 
one had any other idea in his mind. And there had been no 
preparation made by the political leaders to inform them as to 
the real purpose behind the bill, which was entirely different, 
in every particular, from what had been expected. The truth is 
all were at sea as to what course they should take. The leaders 
were evidently determined, for some strong reason, to force the 
bill out of the Committee, and then force it through the House 
and Senate on record time, and it was believed that they would 
use all their skil] and strength to accomplish their purpose. Th,1 
frank statements of Mr. Gwinn had given fair warning as to 
What was to be expected, and. while he had also stated to same 



extent the reason for this precipitate action, it was clear that the 
members of the Committee were really troubled as to what it 
was best to do, without further information on the subject. 

While this uncertainty prevailed Mr. McFarland said: 
"Mr. Chairman, before we adjourn for theday, I am going to 

ask the Committee to take a recess and hold a meeting again 
tonight. The truth is, Mr. Campbell and myself are the only 
city members of this Committee, and before we vote on the mo-
tion to report this bill favorably, I would like to confer with Mr. 
Basin, the city leader. He is in Annapolis, and, if he and the 
other leaders are so anxious to have the favorable report made 
today, I want to have an opportunity to vote for it, and Mr. 
Campbell is in the same position. So, if possible, we hope the 
Committee will meet again after supper." 

This program was then agreed to without dissent. 

CHAPTE RLVII. 

-TN pursuance of the agreement made at the afternoon session 
I the House Committee met at 8 P. M., to continue the discus-
sion of Mr. MacFarland's motion to make a favorable report on 
the Constitutional Convention bill. The full membership was 
present and as soon as the meeting was called to order, Mr. Mae-
Farland said: 

"Mr. Chairman, I had a talk with Mr. Rosin, the city leader 
in regard to to this convention bill. He was very emphatic in 
his insistence that it. should be reported out of the Committee at 
once, and I shall therefore ask that my motion to adopt a favor-
able report be taken up at this meeting." 

"Did Mr. Rosin give any special reasons for such hasty ac-
tion?" 

"Yes, he went into the case at some length. I invited him to 
come before the Committee, but he said that he never had done 
such a thing in all the years he had been attending the legislative 
sessions, and that he would not do so now, but he authorized me 
to tell the Committee why the leaders wished to have the mat-
ter out of the way with the least possible delay. But he espe-
cially said that he wanted it. understood that nothing was to be 
made public about the position he took in the affair, and espe-
cially that no report was to be made that he had sent any mes-
sage to the Committee about it. With the understanding, there-
fore, that. nothing is to be said outside the Committee room as to 
Mr. Rasin's views, I am authorized by him to state what he said 
to me in the conversation we had on the subject." 

The Chairman assured Mr. MacFarland on behalf of the mem-
bers that Mr. Rasin's wishes would be respected, and, at his re-
quest, all the members agreed to observe rule of secrecy, and 
to consider the session as Executive in every respect. Mr. Stake. 
the only Republican member, especially promised to observe the 
rule of silence as to the proceedings and discussions in the Com-
mittee room, and said that he believed it to be necessary for com-
mittees to observe such rules—otherwise they would be unable to 
secure the views of many people who would object to appearing 
if they found what they said in the privacy of the Committee 
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room was to be spread broadcast. The place to discuss all these 
things for the benefit of the public was when the bill was brought 
out in open session where all the members of the House could 
have equal opportunity to give their views and to hear the views 
of the others--that the measure was now in the hands of the 

7ormittee, and the reasons for the action the Committee might 
take were not public property. 

"With this understanding. therefore, gentlemen," said Mr, 
MacFarland, "I will state to you, as briefly as possible what the 
city leader said to me." 

"Ile said there were some features of the program, of which 
the passage of this bill was the preliminary step, with which he 
did not. agree with Senator Gorman and the other leaders who 
were back of the plans he outlined. But that he had agreed to 
forego his objections and back them up with all his influence re-
gardless of his personal objection. 

"He agreed with them in the position they took that the fu-
ture success of the Democratic party in the state depended large-
ly on what. was done, and that the welfare of the present city 
and state organizations, now under the absolute control of the 
Senator and his allies, in a large measure, depended on what 
would be done this winter at. Annapolis, and what would be done 
later on when the proposed Constitutional Convention should 
meet. 

"He said that the great victory won in the recent election was 
Mr. Gorman's victory. That. it had been won under his leader-
ship—that his return to the United States Senate had been the 
great issue, and that as a result the organization had secured 
the election of eighty members of the House of Delegates whilc 
the opposition had elected but ten and that the Senate stood 
twenty-two Gorman Senators to four Anti-Gorman Senators. 

"He recalled the fact that in this contest there had been allied 
against. Senator Gorman and his allies, the great power and in-
fluence of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company, actively and 
vigorously exerted in every part of the state, and that money 
had been poured out like water to accomplish their defeat, and 
that assisting the Baltimore & Ohio. and their Republie.an allies, 
had been the quiet but powerful influence of practically all the 
judges of the state courts, from the Chief Judge of the Court of 
Appeals down through the judges of all the Circuit Courts, with  

possibly two or three exceptions, and that in despite of all this 
combination of corporate power and wealth, aided by the quiet 
but forceful backing of the Judiciary, Mr, Gorman and his 
allies had won an unprecedented victory. 

"Ile further said that the basis of all this great fight had been 
the determination of the Baltimore & Ohio Company to gain 
an iron grip on the city and state. That the influence that cor-
poration had held in Maryland for a long period of years, really 
a dominant influence, had been greatly weakened by the death 
of Mr. John W. Garrett, and the accession to the Presidency of 
Robert Garrett, who was dominated and controlled by John K. 

Cowen, an Ohio lawyer, who was determined to overthrow the 
regular Gorman Democratic organization, even if he had to in-
stal the Republic.ans in power in order to accomplish his purpose. 

"That at the bottom, the fight had been a fight for suprtmacy 
between the Baltimore & Ohio Railway ('enipany and the reg-
ular Democratic party organization, and that the Railway Com-
pany had met with an overwhelming defeat." 
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

IvHEN Mr. MacFarland had finished his report of Mr. Ra-
sin's reasons for asking for immediate action in favor of 

a report on the bill under consideration, Mr. Peter J. Campbell, 
the other city member of the Committee, arose and seconded the 
motion for a vote on the question. He said: 

"The city organization is urgent in its desire to have this 
measure reported favorably and placed on the files of the House. 
so that it can be put through at once and sent to the Senate for 
concurrent action. Up to the present time there has been no 
sign of hostility among the members of the House of Delegates. 
while it is understood that Senator Lane, of Washington Coun-
ty, and one or two other senators are preparing to oppose the 
passage, and it is also reported that certain prominent Demo-
crats are ready to make a fight against it, backed by the whole 
power of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company. In fact Sen-
ator Lane has already introduced a bill which provides for a 
vote at the election in 1887 on the simple question of holding a 
convention, without specifying the time but leaving all that to a 
future session of the General Assembly. This plan will be op-
posed with all the energy possible by the state and city organi-
zations, the members of which favor this plan as outlined in the 
bill before us and which was drawn up with great care by Gen-
eral Gwinn, aided by such able lawyers as Bernard Carter, John 
P. Poe and others, at the request of Senator Gorman, and the 
men who are now the accredited leaders of the Democratic party 
in Maryland. 

"They feel that to put off the whole matter until after the 
election in 1887, will jeopardize its final adoption. At the pres-
ent time the Democratic party organization is in absolute con-
trol of the state government in all its branches and is backed by 
an overwhelming majority of the people of the state. To put 
off action will be the height of folly. There is no telling what 
changes may take place in two years. It has been determined 
by the leaders that while we have the power we should act and 
settle the whole affair, for with the adoption of the new Constitu-
tion, as proposed, the party will he in a position to control the  

state for years to come. The men who have done all in their 
power to destroy the party will have been punished for their 
treachery. The men who have saved the life of the party will 
have it in their power to reward those who have been loyal to 
their trust. The unholy combination between the so-called Dem-
ocratic reformers and Republicans, backed, inspired and ruled 
by the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, must be destroyed 
and the only way to which it can be put permanently in such a 
position that it will be rendered harmless for all time to come 
will be made possible by the adoption of this proposed Consti-
tution. 

"The people have spoken emphatically in the last election. 
They have ratified the supremacy of the organization and its 
leaders and have given them absolute authority to go ahead in 
all these matters. 

"The Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company and its allies set 
out in this fight with the openly announced purpose of destroy-
ing the Democratic party hi the state. They resorted to all 
sorts of schemes to accomplish their purpose. They flooded the 
state with money, they persuaded men of influence who owed all 
their success in life to the Democratic party to betray their trust. 
They bribed and corrupted voters by the wholesale and were 
guilty of all sorts of corruption and fraud—and they failed. The 
result is here before us in a General Assembly more overwhelm-
ingly Democratic than ever before in the history of the state 
since the enfranchisement of the Negroes. 

"The people of the state are determined that the men who 
have been guilty of all these misdeeds shall be punished. They 
are also determined that the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company 
which owes its very existence to the state, whose creature it is, 
shall be taught its true position, that it shall be shorn of the 
great privileges the state has conferred on it, and made to un-
derstand that it is not the supreme power of the commonwealth, 
that it must realize, that as a child of the state, it must con-
form to the wishes of the people and act according to those wishes. 

"The people are determined to secure the adoption of some 
means by which this great railway organization, which owns 
millions on which no faxes arc paid, which has all the protection 
of the laws the state affords practically without cost, shall be 
made to hear its just share of the public expense in the way of 



taxes and that in this regard it shall be placed on a level with 
all other property holders, and enjoy no preference over any 
combination of men or any individual from one end of the state 
to the other. 

"For practically half a century Maryland has been under the 
iron-handed domination of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Com-
pany. It has now been overthrown by an overwhelming vote of 
the people. The Railway Company sought this fight. Under 
the leadership of John K. Cowen, an alien to the state, and a 
man entirely out of harmony and sympathy with our people, 
they brought this situation to an issue, they lost the fight. And 
they will now have to take the consequences of their defeat. It 
is up to us, now that we have the power to prepare the way to 
inflict• the punishment they deserve---a punishment not only on 
those who have been the high leaders of this great contest, but 
also a condign punishment on all those men, no matter how high 
their social, political or business standing, nor how high their 
official positions. They have proved false to their trust—they 
should all receive the punishment their treason deserves." 

CHAPTER LIX. 

Ma. CAMPBELL'S bold statement of the purposes the Gorman 
organization had in view as a part of their plans  

in connecl ion with their determination to force through the 
General Assembly the pending bill for a constitutional conven-
tion, surprised the committee, and when he paused for a moment, 
Mr. Laird said: 

"1 have no desire to interrupt you, Dlr. Campbell, but now 
that you have gone as far as you have, 1 think it is no more than 
fair to the committee that you should give us more in detail just 
what these plans are, for you evidently have been taken into the 
confidence of the leaders, and know all about it. I have a sort of 
an indefinite idea, derived from what Senator Gorman and Mr. 
Gwinn said to me, and the latter gentleman, who is the author 
of this bill said that he would give me a detailed account later 
on. I have not made up my mind on the subject. I want to 
know all about it before I do decide what course I shall take, and 
I am still open to conviction, although the whole situation has 
changed now that the real plans are becoming known. The pro-
gram is evidently revolutionary to a degree I had not expected, 
and I am puzzled to know what to do, and I am sure the other 
members of the eonintittee are equally at sea as to the course 
they should take. 

"As you are aware the only discussion in the regard to the 
proposition to propose a vote on the question of revision of the 
constitution arose from the fact that the present organic law 
requires a vote every twenty years on that proposition, and the 
twenty-year period expires at the next state election, that is in 
1887. Incidentally, it was stated by some of the speakers on both 
sides, that the prime necessity for a constitutional revision, arose 
from certain well-known defects in the provision regarding tax-
ation, and there seemed to be no difference of opinion on that 
point. 

"Now, it appears, that one of the principal reasons for the 
adoption of a new constitution is revenge—revenge on those who 
disagreed with the Democratic state and city organization in the 
last election—revenge not on the members of the Republican 
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party, but revenge on certain very influential life-long mem-
bers of our own party, and especially on the great Maryland 
Railway Corporation and its allies because they decided to op-
pose their old-time allies in their own party. 

"These plans have all been formUlated, in fact I understand 
the proposed new constitution is already prepared—and all this 
has been done before the bill has been acted upon by the Gen-
eral Assembly (and months before it can be submitted to the 
people, even with all the haste that can be made should the bill 
be jammed through the legislature under the whip and spur 
which are about to be applied to it by Senator Gorman, Mr. 
Rasin, and the whole force of what is commonly called the state 
Ring. 

"As I said before, this whole scheme is revolutionary. It is 
contrary to all precedent in the history of this or any other 
American state. And, as we are asked to take the preliminary 
step in the matter, we should be informed as to what is expected 
of us, why it is expected, and what is really at the bottom of it all. 

"The state is in no danger. Maryland is a conservative, law-
abiding community. The present constitution, which is not yet 
twenty years old, was framed by some of the wisest men and 
most learned lawyers the state ever produced. Under it the 
commonwealth has prospered and flourished in equal pace with 
all her sister commonwealths in the Union. Under this consti-
tution, which was adopted at the close of the Civil War, Mary-
land escaped the evils and misfortunes of the reconstruction 
period, and peace and prosperity have reigned as in no other 
state south. of Mason and Dixon's line. 

"In my opinion the conservative people will want to know all 
about these plans, which have been formulated in secret session 
by the dominant leaders of the Democratic party. As a life-
long, regular Democrat, as a duly elected member of this Gen-
eral• Assembly, I demand to know. and I am sure the other mem-
bers of the committee, which is expected to take the opening 
action, will join me in. a demand to know, the whys and where-
fores of all this mysterious scheming on the part of the leaders 
of our party. 

"And above all else, we wish to know, why the names of our 
honored and able judges, our competent and honest court offi-
cials, and above all else, why this threatened raid should be 
openly planned on the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, the favored 
child of the state for more than a half century, and during all 
that period of time, its greatest. industrial asset." 
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CHAPTER LX. 

W HEN Mr. Laird concluded his dramatic and fiery demand 
that Mr. Campbell give in detail the plans of the state 

organization in regard to the proposed Constitutional Conven-
tion, and the reasons for the undue haste manifested for the 
passage of the bill before the Committee, there was a short whis-
pered conference between Messrs. MacFarland and Campbell, 
the two city members of the Committee and the Chairman, Mr. 
Johnson of Howard County. At its close, Mr. MacFarland arose 
and said: 

"At the suggestion of the Chairman I will reply to Mr. Laird's 
questions as far as I am able to do so, but I am obliged to state 
that up to a few days ago, I was as much in the dark in regard to 
these plans as the gentlemen from Montgomery County, although 
from time to time since the election in November, I have heard 
that the leaders were preparing to take a certain course here at 
Annapolis which had not been in contemplation during the cant-
paign—in fact I was given to understand by Mr. Rasin that this 
scheme to hold a Constitutional Convention out of due time, as 
it has been said, was an after thought of Mr. Gwinn and Sen-
ator Gorman, and was inspired by the surprisingly great vic-
tory won at the polls throughout the city and state. 

"And, I may as well be frank about it, Mr. Basin told me that 
when it was first presented to him. he did not approve it, and 
still looked upon it as of doubtful expediency, although he had 
promised Senator Gorman that he would use all his influence to 
put this preliminary bill through the legislature. And it is as 
Mr. Basin's representatives that Mr. Campbell and I are here, 
expressing his views as the city leader, for neither of us belong 
to the inner circle of what is known as the state and city organ-
ization. You gentlemen all know that we are no more than hum-
ble soldiers in the ranks of the Democratic organization, and 
that as soldiers we were to obey the orders of our chief, and that 
no matter what our personal views may be, we are simply the 
mouthpieces of our superiors—and it is because the organization 
has obedient soldiers like us, that it has such strength, and has 
on several occasions saved the life of the Democratic party in 

Maryland and especially in Baltimore City. It is only because 
of the rigid discipline followed by unquestioning obedience that 
the organization, or the Ring as many people call it has been able 
to exist and function with almost unvarying success through 
the years since the Civil War period. And, while the gentlemen 
from the counties, especially many like our able and distin-
guished colleague, Mr. Laird, are in the habit of criticising what 
they sneeringly refer to as the city Ring, they should realize that 
what they call the high handed work of the despised Ring, has 
on more than one occasion saved the life of the Democratic par-
ty, and enabled it to maintain its supremacy in the state as well 
as in Baltimore City. 

"As I said before, the plan to forestall the usual time to hold 
a Constitutional Convention was decided upon after the elec-
tion. The victory was so overwhelming in its character that all 
were surprised, and it seems that Senator Gorman, under whose 
leadership the victory was won, upon consultation with leading 
party men from all sections of the state, determined to take ad-
vantage of the situation and place the party in such a strong 
position in Maryland that it could not he disturbed but also, as 
an act of discipline, as a warning to others, that party treason 
should not be allowed to go unpunished—that the men and the 
organizations who had betrayed their party, should be made to 
realize that such acts of perfidy in politics as well as in all other 
matters of life should be made odious, and that those who were 
guilty of them must be made to take the consequences—and that 
this should especially apply to all those who had been honored 
or helped by their party, who had been elevated by that party 
to positions of authority, dignity and profit, and later on had 
used their power and influence to betray that party and had 
given aid and comfort to its enemies in times of strife. 

"And now, gentlemen, that we have entered upon this discus-
sion and, as it is only reasonable that the Committee should have 
all the information desired in accordance with Mr. Laird's re• 
quest, I am going to move that further consideration be post-
poned until tomorrow's session when I will be better prepared 
to answer all these questions." 
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CHAPTER LXI. 

A T the next day's session of the Committee of the House of 
Delegates in charge of the Constitutional Convention bill, 

the Chairman, Mr. Johnson, of Howard County, said that Mr. 
Charles J. M. Gwinn, former Attorney General of the state, and 
generally reported to have been the author of the measure, and 
who was legal adviser of the Democratic state organization, re-
quested permission to be present while the consideration of that. 
Pleasure was going on, and that with the consent of the mem-
bers he would invite that venerable and able lawyer to take a 
seat in the room. No one objected and the distinguished gen-
tleman was requested to take a seat at the table with the mem-
bers of the committee, which he proceeded to do, after he had 
expressed his thanks for the privilege. 

As soon as this action was taken the writer of these memorials, 
who was not only a member of the Committee but was acting as 
secretary of it, moved, that in view of the fact that Mr. Gwinn 
was present as an advocate of the passage of the bill but also 
its real author, that it was no more than fair that the people who 
were opposed to it should also be represented, and he moved 
that Mr. John K. Cowen, the General Counsel of the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railway Company, should also be requested to take a 
scat at. the table. 

This motion at once precipitated an animated discussion. 
Messrs. MaeVarland and Campbell, the two Baltimore City mem-
bers of the Committee, made strenuous objections to any such 
action. In the course of his rather heated remarks on the sub-
ject., Mr. Maeloarland said: 

"I.  wish to enter my earnest protest against any such. action. 
Mr: Cowen is the paid attorney of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
Company. TTe is by all odds the ablest and most influential 
enemy the Democratic state and city organization has, and he 
represents the great transportation. Company which is openly 
antagonistic to our party, and especially to its great leader, Sen-
ator Gorman. 

"If Mr. Gwinn is permitted to be here to listen to the discus-
sion, and probably to take part in it, why should not Mr. Cowen 
have the same privilege'?" said Mr. Laird. 
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"Because Mr. Gwinn represents here the people of the state, 
the members of the great party, which has just been again en-
trusted with the absolute control of the legislative department 
of the state government, Mr. Cowen occupies an entirely differ-
ent position. lie is the representative of that great transporta-
tion Company which for years has been the controlling factor 
in the industrial and commercial progress and development of 
Maryland. That Company which not only wishes to control the 
business affairs of the commonwealth, the commercial and busi-
ness affairs of our great city, but a few short months ago, under-
took under the leadership of Mr. Cowen to gain control of the 
political affairs of the city and state and thus place the whole 
people of this sovereign state under the iron hand of this able 
and unscrupulous lawyer from Ohio, who is an alien to our peo-
ple and is entirely out of sympathy and touch with all that we 
hold dear." 

While Mr. MacFarland was making the above statements Mr. 
Cowen entered the room, and took a seat beside Mr. Gwinn at 
the end of the large table, around which the members of the Com-
mittee were seated. After a short pause, Mr. MaeFaxiand con-
tinued: 

"I object to the presence of Mr. Cowen while this Committee 
is considering this bill; and I also object to the presence of Mr. 
Gwinn, now that I see what all this outside observation and in-
terference may mean. We are able to look after this measure 
ourselves and it is a reflection on us as the duly appointed Com-
mittee of the House of Delegates to have these two able and 
eminent lawyers here. Later on we may think it advisable to 
hear what they have to say to us for and against it. But in the 
preliminary discussions I am opposed to it. 

"We have at least three able lawyers on the Committee in the 
persons of our worthy chairman and Messrs. Laird and Stake, 
all of whom hold high rank at the bar. With their assistance 
we ought to be able to decide all questions that may arise. And 
I say that. it is a reflection on everyone of us, to have these men 
here to advise and direct what we should do, particularly as 
they both have no responsibility in the matter. We are the duly 
elected and qualified members of the House. We represent our 
Constituencies here, and they will bold us responsible for our 
acts, and we cannot shirk this responsibility simply because we 
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have admitted here, realty to take part in our deliberations those 
outsiders, no matter how superior they may be to all of us in 
legal and other knowledge. At present we do not want any 
advice. We have not even gone over the bill section by section. 
At the present time, I know, that we are all at sea as to what we 
should do, and until we are able to form some sort of an opinion 
as to our duty, I am strongly opposed to any outside advice and 
interference." 

CHAPTER LXII. 

W HILL the discussion in the Committee was going as to the 
advisability of permitting Ex-Attorney General Charles 

J. M. Gwinn and Mr. John K. Cowen to be present during the 
consideration of the Constitutional Convention bill, those two 
distinguished lawyers were seated at. one end of the long table, 
while the Chairman, Mr. Reuben Johnson, of Howard County, 
was seated at the other end and, the members at the sides, some 
of them with their feet on the top and all showing the greatest 
possible interest in what was said. 

Mr. Gwinn was present at the invitation of the Chairman, 
with the tacit consent of the Committee. The question as to 
whether Mr. Omen should he asked to remain, (he had entered 
without any formal invitation on the part of the Committee, 
but solely at the suggestion of the writer), and was evidently 
much interested in the discussion that was going on. 

The writer, who had made the motion to request the presence 
of the great Railway Attorney, had done so without consultation 
with any one, and, as there had been no indication on the part 
of the majority of the members as to their wishes in the matter, 
he was in doubt as to the outcome, and especially in regard to the 
position the Chairman would take. But the tatter soon settled 
all doubt, when he arose to his feet and said: 

"I have my doubts as to the propriety of this whole proceed-
ing. When Mr. Gwinn asked to be allowed to be present, and 
in view of the fact that lie had already appeared before us at 
our request, I could see no objection to his coming in again, as 
his desire was to hear what would be said for and against the 
proposition. 

"Now that we have admitted him to the Committee room while 
we are considering this bill, I agree with Mr. Winchester, that 
it. is no more than fair to give the same privilege to Mr. Gowen, 
arid I hope the Committee will agree to this motion. I believe a 
mistake was made at the beginning, but no harm can possibly 
result, except that the final report on the bill will be delayed 
longer than it ought to be, hut that. is now unavoidable. 
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"And, while I an on this subject I may as well say what has 
been. on my mind, for several days. 

"As you know, I introduced this bill as Chairman of this Com-
mittee, at the request of the party leaders, and especially at the 
request of Mr. Gwinn, who said he would explain its full pur-
port later on, which he did in part, here before us a few days ago. 
I will further say that my first impression of the measure was 
favorable and I expected to vote for it, and I may vote for it in 
the end, but of that I am not sure, for the explanations that 
have been given have caused me to doubt very seriously the wis-
dom of the whole scheme, of which this act is intended to be the 
basis. My first idea was that the real intention was to do no 
more than forestall by a year or two, the time fixed by the Con-
stitution for a revision of that instrument, and I could not see 
any special objection to such a porgram. 

"But now that it has become apparent that the real purpose 
is revolutionary, to an extreme and almost unheard of degree, I 

ani decidedly doubtful not only of its necessity, but also of its 
propriety. In fact, when it was boldly stated here in this com-
mittee room, by Mr. Gwinn, and corohorated by the two Balti-
more members of the Committee, Messrs. MacFarland and Camp-
bell, what the party leaders had in view and what they hoped to 
do by the great power of the machine, of which they are in ab-
solute control, I became really amazed, and the more I think of 
it as the time goes on, the more uncertain I have become as to 
the advisability and fairness, as well as the wisdom of the pro-
posed program. 

"I am obliged to say, therefore, that I am really anxious to 
hear all that can be said on both sides of this question before I 
decide what to do, so I hope this motion will pass, and later on, 
now that we have these two distinguished gentlemen present, 
both Messrs. Gwinn and Cowen will be asked by the Committee 
to give us their views, both as lawyers and as citizens, on every 
phase of this entire subject." 

Mr.Stake, the Republican member of the Committee, expressed 
his full agreement with the Chairman's views. He said: 

"Mr. Chairman, I am in entire accord with all you have just 
said. The explanation of what is back of this bill, has surprised 
me, for I never dreamed for a moment that it was other than it 
appeared to be on its face—no more than a measure to provide  

for a Constitutional Convention, should the people vote in favor 
of it, and also to expedite the call instead of postponing the 
question until 1888. 

"I wish also to say that I am now in favor of restricting the 
hill, so that it shall provide for nothing more that a vote for or 
against a Constitutional Convention, the vote to be taken at the 
general election in 1887. I am in favor of this as a limit—and 
will oppose anything more than a simple provision to be sub-
mitted to the people. If they want a new Constitution let them 
have the chance, as the Constitution provides, and should they 
decide they favor the proposition, the legislature of 1890 can 
provide for the necessary machinery to carry out their will. 

"And I am unalterably opposed to any scheme which has for 
its object the punishment of any men or business organizations, 
on account of political actions, and it seems to me that the chief 
object aimed at by the sponsors of this bill, is our state's great 
est industrial asset, the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, 
because it dared to take sides in the late campaign against the 
Democratic party organization." 
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CHAPTER LXIII. 

I T was interesting to observe the effect of the discussion, as to 
whether Messrs. Cowen and Gwinn should be invited to re.. 

main in the committee room, on those two eminent lawyers who 
were sitting there, side by side, listening intently to all that was 
said. They were among the leaders of the bar, not only the local 
and state bar, but the bar of the United States. Both were law-
years of national reputation, and both were considered among 
the most learned members of the great profession, which had 
furnished more great men, men who had been famous in the 
service of the country than all other professions combined, and 
both were men whose names where household words not only 
in Baltimore City but in all parts of Maryland, and they were 
there in the old Maryland State House, before a committee of 
men comparatively young, all practically unknown outside their 
own local environment, but. who had suddenly and unexpectedly 
found themselves faced with a problem, which in many impor-
tant particulars, was one of the most important that had ever 
been presented to the General Assembly of the state. And the. 
members of the committee, all of whom were inexperienced in 
such matters, were somewhat bewildered at the situation, and the 
men who should have been in a position to give advice, from an 
impartial and public-spirited standpoint, were as much at sea as 
the men upon whom had been imposed the duty of rendering a 
decision in the complicated ease. 

The truth is the members of the committee, with the exception 
of the two city delegates, Messrs. MaeFarland and Campbell, 
wanted light on the subject. The members from Baltimore were 
not in the least troubled as to what they should do. They were, 
to use the expression of Mr. nacFarland, "soldiers," ready to 
obey the orders of their superiors, and those orders had already 
been given to them. They were to vote for an immediate, fa-
vorable report, of the bill back to the House, and were then to 
vote for its passage. "without the dotting of an i, or the crossing 
of a t." That. was what they were sent to Annapolis to do, and 
they were ready to do it without further delay. 

The county members did not look upon the matter in that way 
at all. They all felt that they owed a responsibility to their con-
stituents, and that they would be held to a strict accounting by 
the people at home. They wished therefore to find out what the 
people at home thought of the whole matter, now that it was fast 
hemming known what the hill really meant, and what was back 
of it, in view of the developments of the past few days. These 
members who were not affected by the hostility of the city poli-
ticians to Mr. Cowen and all of whom had a high opinion of the 
legal ability of both Messrs. Cowen and Gwinn, were decidedly 
favorably to their presence in the committee room, and showed 
a strong inclination to adopt the motion, not only requesting 
these gentlemen to remain, but without exception, they said they 
would esteem it a favor if both would give their views on tge 
whole proposition—not only as to the character of the bill to be 
passed, but also as to the advisability of forestalling the strict 
constitutional requirements, as to the time when the proposed 
convention should be held. 

The writer of these reminiscences, who was the only repre-
sentative of the Eastern Shore counties on the committee, was 
especially solicitous as to the whole situation. The question had 
not been discussed in any part of the section across the bay dur-
ing the campaign. It is doubtful if it had even been mentioned 
during the whole time of that strenuous campaign in any of the 
nine shore counties. And the people of that part of Maryland 
made up then, as they make up now, the most exacting consti-
tuency in the whole commonwealth. And there was no question 
but that they would hold their representatives to a rigid ac-
countability for any action they might take, especially in regard 
to a matter which had not. even been considered in the slightest 
degree before the election. And the people of that section, were 
not then, as they are not now, swayed by the factional and other 
prejudices, which have always, to a greater or less extent influ-
eneed the people of Baltimore, especially in all political matters. 
It was on account. of the facts just. stated, that he made the motion 
to invite Mr. Cowen to be present. at the committee meeting. es-
pecially in view of the knowledge that a large share of the hos-
tility with which that great lawyer was regarded in Baltimore, 
arose from matters with which the Eastern Shore had no con- 
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cern. So after some further rambling discussion on the part of 
the committee members, he said: 

"I think we ought to be thankful that we are able to have 
with us these two able lawyers and public men, to advise us on 
this question, which, it now appears, is the most important which 
will come before the present session. Mr. Gwinn, it appears, is 
the author of the whole plan, and knows more about what is 
back of it, and why it has taken this phase than any other man 
in the state. And Mr. Cowen represents the large public  and 
business interests, which it is supposed will be seriously affected 
should the plans of the promoters succeed. And I do not see 
how we can, in fairness, do anything else than invite both of 
them to give us their views. 

"We are here representing the people of the whole State—it 
is our duty to go into this matter as thoroughly as we can and I.() 
get. all the information possible which may tend to enlighten us 
as to our duty. On the one hand we have a large number of the 
most eminent men, who are determined to put this matter 
through, claiming that it will result in great benefit to the peo-
ple of the entire commonwealth. On the other hand are men 
eqally eminent, anti equally worthy of consideration, who insist 
that it is all a scheme to harrass and worry certain great busi-
ness interests, and punish certain honorable citizens and officials 
for their action during the recent campaign. 

"In a matter like this, we cannot afford to allow anything but 
the strictest justice to govern our action, and we certainly can-
not allow ourselves to be parties to the carrying out of any 
scheme which is intended to wreak vengeance and spite on any 
men or any interests, because they were out of harmony with 
the political powers now entrusted with the control of public 
affairs. We are not here for any such purpose, and I do not 
believe the majority of the members of this committee, or the 
majority of this General Assembly, when the final action is 
taken, will permit any such glaring injustice to be done." 

And while all this discussion was going on at the State House, 
John W. Davis, the able and astute assistant to President Rob-
ert Garrett, of the Baltimore & Ohio. Railway Company, had 
his agents at work throughout the state explaining the meaning 
of the bosses' scheme and preparing for the final net in the play. 

CHAPTER LXIV. 

T WAS becoming evident as the discussion proceeded, that the 
final line-up would be five to two—that is the five county 

members would vote to invite both Messrs. Cowen and Gwinn to 
discuss the bill, while the two city members would oppose it. 
And this is what actually happened, but not before all the mem-
bers had expressed opinions on the subject. 

The I'hairman (Mr. Johnson, of Hioward County,) said: 
"As I understand the question, it is simply whether the Com-

mittee desires these two eminent leaders of the bar to remain in 
the room while the members are considering the advisability of 
making an immediate report to the House, either favorable or 
unfavorable, as the majority may decide, and, that before a de-
cision is made, they be requested to give us their views on the 
whole question. 

"I do not see any possible objection to that. Although if we do 
take such an action, we shalt probably be besieged by others who 
brave views on the subject to give them a hearing, and thus pro-
long the final committee report far beyond the bounds of reason. 
And the fact that we desire to hear these gentlemen, ought not 
to be any reason to conclude that we are for or against the meas-
ure, when the test comes before the full House on the final vote. 
I must. confess, that while I wish to hear both sides, I have 
reached no conclusion as to what I shall do in the end. As I 
said before, I came here favorably impressed with the necessity 
for an immediate revision of the state constitution as a decided 
advantage to the whale people. The explanations as to the real 
object of the measure, have caused me to waver, to some extent 
in that opinion. 

" I do not believe that we ought to prolong this discussion be-
yond today. I am in favor of requesting Messrs. Cowen and 
tIwinn to remain here during the consideration of this bill. And 
I am also in favor of hearing their views on every point con-
nected with this whole business. We need all the light we can 
get. We have here the two II1CD who ought to know more about 
the whole proposition. than any member of this Committee can 
possibly know. They are vitally interested in it, and the fact 
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that they are on opposite sides, makes their views all the more 
valuable, for we shall hear the ease presented in all its angles, 
and on all its sides. 

" We are all aware of the fact that the city members of the 
Committee have made up their minds, or rather that their minds 
have been made up for them by their leaders. Fortunately for 
the state such is not the case with the majority of the county 
members. We have great latitude, and can do -what we believe 
to be best for the public interest, regardless of what leaders, 
bosses or others may desire. We do not want snap judgment to 
be taken in this or any other matter which may come before us 
as members of the House or members of this Committee. We 
are here to do our duty to the people of the state regardless of 
party or personal consideration. We are not here to do any-
thing which may favor any man or set up men who have grudges 
to settle, and the fact that certain men and certain interests, may 
have taken sides against the party which we represent, in this Gen-
eral Assembly, in the recent election, would not justify us, in our 
official, representative capacity, to do anything which would re-
dound to their disadvantage. We are not here to aid in the 
gratification of personal or political spleen, no matter how ex-
alted may be the position of those who desire us to take such 
action. 1 can only repeat what 1 have said before, that I favor 
the utmost. latitude in the discussion of the objects of those who 
favor this bill, and believe that we should be glad to hear, not 
only Mr. Cowen and Mr. Gwinn, but should others, who may 
have information or desire to express their views, they should be 
allowed to do so." 

Mr. Laird wound up the discussion as follows: 
"I agree with the Chairman. We should allow the fullest and 

freest. examination of everything connected with its inception 
and purposes, in the minds of the men who are back of it. To my 
mind now, that it has developed to the extent that it has, it 
looks much like a conspiracy—one of the sort of conspiracies 
common in the middle ages, when one set of men desired to des-
troy their rivals or enemies—the only part left out by our Mary-
land conspirators, was the assassination, which was a necessary 
part of a mediaeval plot, and from my knowledge of some of the 
men involved in this, I imagine the only excuse for omitting the 
assassination feature, was the fear of the law. 

" We cannot have too much light on this proportion. Mr. 
Gwinn, who undoubtedly knows all about it, has manifested not 
only a willingness, but a desire, to give us the whole story, to-
gether with the reasons in the background. Mr. Cowen will tell 
us all he knows, and we are entitled to have the whole story, and 
when we have it, we can act intelligently, as it is, we have been 
going on in the dark. 

"I move, therefore, Mr. Chairman, or rather I second Mr. 
-Winchester's motion, that both these gentlemen, Mr. Cowen and 
Mr. Gwinn, be invited to attend at the meetings of the Com-
mittee so long as this bill is before us, and further, that they be 
requested to give in detail their views on this whole proposition." 

Without further discussion, the motion was adopted, Messrs. 
McFarland and Campbell voting against it. Messrs. Cowen and 
Gwinn were then asked to be present at the next meeting, and, as 
Mr. Gwinn had at a former meeting addressed the Committee, 
it was understood that Mr. Cowen would have his turn at the 
next session. 



CHAPTER LXV. 

W HEN the Committee met the next day to hear Mr. Cowen's 
argument, or rather criticism of the schemes which were 

supposed to be back of the Democratie organization's determi-
nation to push through the bill to provide for a Constitutional 
Convention, at a time far ahead of the requirements of the or-
ganic law in force—all the members were present, and, in ad-
dition, were a large number of Imminent members of the bar, 
three of the judges of the Court of Appeals, ITis Excellency 
Henry Lloyd, Governor of Maryland, Charles B. Roberts, At-
torney General of the state, also former Congressman and later 
Judge of the Court of Appeals, and other gentlemen of more or 
less prominence in the affairs of the state. 

The room in the State House Annex (since then torn down to 
make way for the present structure) was not large, in fact when 
the thirty people who were admitted when the hearing began, 
were all there, it was crowded to its capacity. 

It was noticeable, and was remarked at the time, that with the 
exception of ex-Attorney General Charles J. M. Gwinn, there 
were none of the leading members of the Gorman state organ-
ization on hand. Mr. Gorman was not expected, although he had 
been invited, and Mr. Rosin, the city leader, had paid no atten-
tion to the invitation extended. John P. Poe, later Attorney 
General, and one of the leading lawyers, and Bernard Carter, 
Counsel for the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, (both gentle-
men were known to be in the State House) declined t.n be pres-
ent, and, in fact had used all their influence to prevent the ex-
tension of an invitation to Mr. (...owen. In fact the whole power 
and influence of the state Ring had been used to prevent Mr. 
Cowen being invited to appear before the Committee, and the 
members who had voted to ask him to attend, had been roundly 
denounced for what they had done, and were sneeringly referred 
to as "reformers," and other and more opprobrious terms, were 
applied to them. Indeed the outcome of this invitation to Mr. 
Cowen, was a distinct cleavage among the members, and from 
that time on to the end of the session, there was suspicion all  

around, and the words, "regular and kicker," were in frequent 
use. 

It was at least half an hour after the time for the meeting 
to come to order, before all were in their seats. The fact 
that Mr. Cowen was to address the Committee, attracted a large 
number of people from the membership of both Houses, as well 
as several of the other offi•.cials of the state government. But 
the Committee held to its rule, that the meeting was not to be 
open, and refused to admit anyone but those who were actually 
invited. As soon as the Chairman had secured order it was 
agreed that the Governor should be asked to -be present (he was 
already there), that the judges of the Court of Appeals and the 
Attorney General should be extended invitations, tugether with 
a few others, all of whom were already on hand. After the pro-
ceedings had started, Richard H. Alvey, then Chief Judge of 
the Court of Appeals, and Severn Teackle Wallis, who had for 
years ranked as one of the most eminent lawyers in the Country, 
entered the room and were given seats, while Thomas G-. Hayes, 
then Senator from Baltimore City, J. Clarence Lane, Senator 
from Washington County. Isidor Rayner, Senator from Balti-
more City, and later on Attorney General, member of i.'ongress, 
and United States Senator, came in. As they had already been 
invited to attend the meetings of the Committee, the Chairman 
saw that they were given seats. Edwin Warfleld, then Presi-
dent of the Senate. Senator from Howard County, and later Gov-
ernor of the state, also came in. 

In that small room in the old State House Annex, on that 
January day in 1886, were gathered these men, all of whom with 
two or three exceptions afterward became famous in the public 
affairs of Maryland, and all of whom are now dead, except the 
writer of these chronicles, whose life has been spared, possibly 
because he is the only one who never won any special distinction, 
and was never ambitious to acquire either public honors or 
wealth. At- any rate, I alone am heft to tell the tale of this, as 
►yell as other important events in the history of the state and 
country. The shades are, however, beginning to fall around me 
a.nd the weakness and infirmities of age are beginning to tell on 
my once robust body. So it is incumbent. on me in hasten on, 
or the tales of those long-ago days and events, as I saw them, 
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may never he told. Many of them have never been told 1)y any 
one. 

The stage, therefore, was set, in that room in the old State 
House, in the old town of Annapolis. The audience was quite 
as distinguished as could have been produced anywhere at that 
time. in the Country. Many of them became more distinguished 
later on, while others soon sank into oblivion or death. The 
greatest among them, the great Railway Attorney, who was then 
beginning the fight, which a generation later he lost, and then 
died, stands out before my mind's eye now, almost Like an in-
spired prophet of the olden time. He stood there, towering 
above the others, and in words, which are ringing in my ears 
even now, more than forty years later, as I sit here writing this 
story, he gave the preliminary chapters of the great conspiracy 
to drag down to destruction, that greatest of all the creations of 
Maryland enterprise and genius, the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
Company. 

CHAPTER LXVI. 

[The only report of this speech was that nroute by the writer. 
It was never published.] 

vvHEN order had been restored in the Committee room, Mr. 
Cowen was introduced by Chairman Johnson. He said: 

"Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the Committee, it is impos-
sible for mc, adequately to express my heartfelt appreciation of 
the honor and privilege you have conferred on me. And I shall 
try to explain to you. as briefly as possible, the reasons for my 
opposition to this apparently harmless bill. 

" I have made no preparation, and therefore what I have to 
say in regard to this matter, is entirely impromptu, although I 
have really given much thought to the whole subject, and there-
fore, unless I run to be limited as to time, I shall go into consid-
erable detail, and treat of it in all its ramifications going bark 
into the history of the events of the past two or three years, 
which are about to culminate here in this General Assembly at 
the present session." 

Chairman Johnson here interrupted Mr. Cowen and assured 
him on behalf of the Committee that he would not be limited as 
to time—that the desire was to have him say all that he wished 
to say, and deal with the whole subject in the freest possible 
manner. That the Committee wished for all the light possible. 
The Committee wished it to be understood. however, that no re-
port was to he made as to what had been said, and, for that rea-
son the newspaper men had not been invited to be present. Mr. 
Cowen then continued: 

"I am under additional obligations, Mr. Chairman, for the 
courtesy of the Committee, and, I am especially pleased to have 
present. the very able and distinguished gentlemen whom you 
have invited to attend the meeting. 

"At the beginning, I wish to call attention to the fact that 
the developments which have occurred since the convening of 
the General Assembly early in the month—I mean the develop-
ments as to the purposes of the leaders of what is known as the 
regular organization, headed by Senator Gorman' in regard to 
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this extremely innocent-looking bill, have been not- only surpris-
ing, hut actually startling in their diameter. During the entire 
course of the dramatic campaign, which closed in November, at 
which time you gentlemen, and your colleagues in both Houses, 
were chosen to have charge of the legislative branch of the state 
government, not a whisper was heard from any one as to the 
plans which it was expected would be carried out, and of which 
this bill, to which no one could have had the slighest objection, 
was to be but a preliminary step. I am quite sure that I speak 
within hounds, when I assert that not half a dozen members of 
either the I louse or Senate, had the slightest knowledge of what 
ii meant. Even the Governor of the state, the able and honored 
Attorney General, both of whom are here present., have assured 
no that they had not heard a word which would indicate what 
was in the minds of the so-called leaders, when they stated that 
they were in favor of the passage of this bill. 

"And now, gentlemen, I am going to tell you, in all its de-
tails, just what is at. the back of this whole scheme, to force a 
Constitutional Convention on the people of Maryland, and a 
new Constitution in place of the time honored, admirable or-
pub- law, whieh, while in its present state has been operative 
only nineteen years, is really the outgrowth of a century—a 
century wherein the commonwealth of Maryland has grown and 
prospered, where the laws have been administered by men of 
honor and learning, and where public scandals have been fewer 
in number and of less importance than in almost any other part 
of the united States. I shall unfold to you the sordid and un-
scrupulous aims and schemes of a real conspiracy, worthy of 
the days when the Medici and the Borgias ruled in Italy.—a 
scheme, or rather a conspiracy, worthy of the disciples of Ma-
chiavelli in the 15th century, at. the head of whom is Arthur P. 
Gorman, Senator of the United States, but the real brains of 
which combination, in the inner circles of the conspirators, is 
this distinguished leader of the bar, this able and highly mid-
i iv:4yd gentleman of what is known as the "old 501,001," whose 
intellect has been sharpened and brightened by years of inti-
macy with the shrewdest and most cunning minds of the age, 
not only in his own state, but in the National -Capital: this form-
er Attorney General of Maryland, who has for years been the 
father confessor and adviser of the leaders of his party, not only  

those of his own state, but also those of the Nation, this really 
great and celebrated lawyer, whose extraordinary knowledge and 
ability have been at. all times devoted to the service of his clients, 
whether those clients happened to be robbers, thieves or mur-
derers .from the slums, crooked and unclean political and par-
tisan leaders, dishonest., shifty and fraudulent real estate op-
erators, in fact all sorts of clients, who have become enmeshed 
in the red tape of the law, and, last, but most important, states-
men and public officials, including governors of states, cabinet 
officers, senators of the United States, national conventions of 
both the great parties, and even presidents of the United States. 
In the service of all such clients, to whom from time to time his 
long and distinguished services have been devoted, he has been 
faithful as the ethics of his profession required him to be, just 
as he is faithful to the eminent and rather notorious clients who 
are endeavoring to carry out this great conspiracy against the 
peace and dignity of Maryland. Somewhat lacking in real 
brains, totally lacking in principle, utterly deficient in any 
knowledge of right and wrong, these men, knowing their own 
defects, for they are not fools, acted with the wisdom of that 
serpent which should he their emblem, when they retained Mr. 
Gwinn to take charge of their case. And I am sure, when asked, 
as hr will be in the course of my remarks, if the statements I 
mu about to make are not true, he will not give any evasive 
answers. 

And. I am especially pleased to see here, not only His Ex 
e.elleney the Governor; that- honored and able lawyer, Charles B. 
Roberts, Attorney General, the dignified and learned Chief 
Judge of the Court of Appeals, together with all these other 
able and honored gentlemen, who represent, officially and per-
sonally, what is best in the life and history of the state.; and 
last, I feel honored and pleased beyond measure, when I see be-
fore me that most distinguished and learned Nestor of the Mary-
fund Bar, the venerable Severn Teaeldn Wallis, whose whole 
['Aliver has been an honor to the state, to his profession and to 
himself, The fact that he journeyed down to the Capital of his 
state, to inquire into the details of this nefarious conspiracy, to 
hear what I might. say about it, is as great a compliment. as I 
have ever received. To he honored by his friendship and con-
fidence, to have been associated with him in various movements 
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in recent years, are facts which are of more value to me than 
any other honors which I may have received since the beginning 
of my professional career. 

"I cannot help but remark here (and I trust, Mr. Chairman, 
that the Committee will pardon the digression) as I look around 
and recognize the eminent gentlemen of Maryland, all of whom 
are men who are now or have been honored by the people of 
their respective sections, that this gathering is a bitter comment-
ary on the situation which the accredited leaders, the leaders now 
in control, have created in Maryland, and I cannot believe that 
when it is known what the real situation is, and what these con-
spiring leaders are preparing to do, that the people of the state 
will countenance the consummation of any such schemes, and 
that. the General Assembly, will, in the end, be driven by public 
opinion, to spurn and reject every part and parcel of it, as dis-
graceful to the commonwealth. Already protests are heard front 
the counties, and, although I know it is claimed that the Gor-
man Ring, as it is called, controls such a majority in both Houses 
that they can pass any bill, or collection of bills, they may de-
sire, 1 am firmly convinced that when the time comes for final 
action, this bill which is under consideration here, as well as 
other kindred bills, will be rejected in deference to the protest 
of an indignant and outraged public opinion. 

As an indication of the belief I hold that such will be the 
ease when the final analysis is reached, it is significant to call 
attention to the action of this Committee, when my esteemed 
young friend from Talbot County made the motion that I should 
be invited to attend this meeting and give my views on the 
whole question. The whole power and influence of the leaders 
here opposed any such action by the Committee—they did not 
want me to have any opportunity to appear before the Com-
mittee. The Baltimore City members strenuously opposed it, 
and, if I am correctly informed, gave as their reasons the or-
ders from the city boss—that they were soldiers, and must obey 
the commands of their superior—and I am further informed 
that my friend, Mr. McFarland, one of the leaders of the city 
delegation, said that he could see no reason why I should not be 
invited, and that Mr. Rasin, the city leader, had said the same 
thing, but that Senator Gorman was opposed to my presence here 
and that his orders must be obeyed. Am I correct in this state- 

ment, Mr. McFarland'?" said Mr. Cowen, turning to Mr. Mc-
Farland. 

"That is correct, Sir," said Mr. McFarland. "That is what 1 
said, and that is the position Mr. Basin took when he talked 
with me about it." 

"And yet," continued Mr. Cowen, "when it came to a vote, 
despite the determined opposition of the powerful promoters of 
this scheme, every member of the Committee from the counties 
of Maryland, all except the Republican member, Mr. Stake of 
-Washington County, were sent here as regulars of the regulars, 
and all of whom voted for the reelection of Senator Gorman for 
a second term in the United States Senate. And yet, despite 
the orders of Senator Gorman, and his aids, every one of these 
regular, Democratic county members together with the Repub-
lican Mr. Stake, voted to invite me to address this Committee. 
And the only explanation of this extraordinary action on the 
part of these members must. be  based on their belief that their 
constituents would approve their course, even at the risk of in-
curring the wrath of their great and wonderfully successful 
party leader, Senator Gorman." 
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CHAPTER LXVII. 

pAUSING for a moment, as if in doubt as to what he should say 
next, Mr. Cowen turned to Mr. Gwinn, and said: 

"I am now going to ask the distinguished ex-Attorney Gen-
eral, the chosen counsel and adviser of the Democratic leaders, 
at the head of whom is Senator Gorman, to inform the Commit-
tee just what the plans are which are based on the passage of 
this bill and the subsequent convening of a convention to revise 
the Constitution of the state. I understand he has already made 
a partial statement on the subject, but, as I was not present when 
it was made, if he is willing to do so I would greatly appreciate 
it, if he would repeat it. I am sure the Governor and the other 
distinguished gentlemen who are here by invitation would also 
like to hear all about it, or, at any rate as much as he feels at 
liberty to tell." 

"I am willing to tell the entire plan, Mr. Cowen," said Mr. 
Gwinn. "To tell the truth I was opposed from the beginning to 
all this secrecy in the matter, and urged upon Senator Gorman 
and the other leaders the folly of attempting to keep it secret. 
I believed then that it should be made a part of the state plat-
form on which the election was won, and I still believe that a 
mistake was made at the time. 

"In few words the plan is to adopt an entirely new Constitu-
tion should this bill pass and be ratified by the people at the 
polls. Of course it is impossible to tell with certainty what a 
convention will do when it gets together. But the Democratic 
organization is so strong at the present time. that it was, and 
still is believed that any convention chosen would do what the 
leaders desire. 

"In a few words the plan is to prepare an organic law which 
will provide for an entirely new judicial system throughout the 
city and state, and to provide a different plan for the city, coun-
ty amid state officials in all respects, and do away with many 
archaic and time-worn provisions of the present law, which we 
all know. are hindering the progress of Maryland. 

"But over and over above all else" (here Mr. Gwinn raised his 
voice, and looked Mr. Cowen squarely in the face). "the object  

is so to ['hinge the provisions affecting taxation that it will be 
possible to compel all corporations, corporations of every class 
and kind, and especially the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Com-
pany, which is now the champion tax dodger in the state, to pay 
their just and fair proportion of the expenses of the state, city 
and county governments. Of the details as to how all this may 
be accomplished, I shall say nothing. Lawyers differ on these 
points, hut. I have no doubt that it can be done. 

"Now you have the story of what it is proposed to do, and, 
without further explanation on my part, Mr. Cowen, you can 
easily understand it all as well as if I were to go into the min-
utest details." Mr. Gwinn then sat down. 

"I was not mistaken then in my surmise that this whole 
scheme is aimed at the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, and 
that all the other plans are subsidiary to this. The desire to 
oust from omee the honored and able judges of all the courts, 
in elmange the times and terms of all °facials, in reality to revo-
lutionize the system of this state government, which •is the growth 
of more than a century are nothing but side issues—the one 
great object. is to punish the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Com-
pany for its sins, for its endeavor to aid a large proportion of 
the ablest men in the state to throw off the yoke fastened upon 
them. by this band of corrupt political freebooters, whose rule 
will soon or late stifle all hope of progress in the political af-
fairs of the state. 

"Now, in order that you may understand, Mr. Chair/flan and 
gentlemen of the Committee, the extent of this conspiracy, for 
it is a conspiracy, that you may have a full knowledge of the 
real iniquity back of the complications which are facing the 
Democratic leaders, I am going to tell you some things whieh 
took place in the not far distant past, in which Mr, Gwinn and 
I were factors. It is a most. interesting, story and few people 
knew anything about it at the time, a•nd while from time to time 
it has been hinted at in the newspapers the details I am sure 
have never been made known outside the limited circle of those 
who were present at the meeting at the time. 

"Early last year I was requested one evening to meet a party 
of gentlemen at Barnum's Hotel. When I arrived in the lobby, 
I was met by Mr. Jesse K. Hines, who is known as one of the 
most alert and able politicians in the state. In truth not a few 



people believe that Mr. Hines is the brains of the Ring, he is the 
Leal power behind the Gorman throne, and that he makes the 
plans which are carried into action by the Gorman crowd—and 
that Gorman himself as well as Rosin depend on Mr. Hines in 
all that they do. 

I was escorted by Mr. Hines to a room on the second floor, 
where were seated Senator Gorman, Mr. Rasin and Mr. Gwinn. 

"After a few preliminaries, Mr. Hines turned to me and said: 
"Mr. Cowen, we have invited you here to make a proposition 

to you, and we hope, after consideration, that we may be able to 
reach an agreement as to the future, Ni,ihich will be mutually ad-
vantageous. 

"Senator Gelman and these friends here have come to the 
conclusion that it is folly to allow this condition of hostility be-
tween the Democratic state and city organizations and the peo-
ple you represent, to continue any longer. It is bad for the 
city and state, it is bad for the Democratic party, and, in the 
end it will result in disaster to the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
Company and to all those connected with it. 

"What we propose is a cessation of hostilities, and an alliance 
offensive and defensive—that all friction may be avoided, and 
that we may be able to work together for the common good of 
the State of Maryland, the Democratic party, and the Balti-
more & Ohio Railway Company, and incidentally, of course, 
for those of us who are present. What we wish to know is whether 
you will consider such a proposition. If you are willing to do 
so, we can easily arrange the details of the agreement and stop 
this fight, which will before long if something is not done re-
sult in great disaster to the city, the state and the corporation 
which you represent, and in which you are the overshadowing 
influence." 

CHAPTER LXVIII. 

FTER a moment's pause, Mr. Cowen continued his account 
of the conference between himself, Senator Gorman, Mr. 

Gwinn, Mr. Resin and Mr. Hines. He said : 
"Mr. Ilines then sat down and the others gazed at me, Sen-

ator Gorman especially. showing sonic uneasiness, while Mr. Re-
sin and Mr. Hines, phlegmatic as usual, appeared cool and in-
different, and Mr. Gwinn, I am sure, he will hear me out in what 
I say, evinced more interest than the others. So I said: 

"Before I reply, gentlemen, to this very unusual proposition 
I would like to have especially from Mr. Gwinn and Senator 
thirman just what they propose should be done. What Mr. 
Hines has said is vague. What sort of a deal do you wish to 
make with me on behalf of my friends and clients? What is in-
volved in the proposed bargain? What do you intend to do, and 
what do you expect me to do should we get together and decide 
to work together? Evidently the proposition involves not only 
combined action in polities but. also in business affairs, and I am 
always suspicious of such combinations. I have never known 
them to last, and I have never heard of one which resulted sat-
isfactorily even where there was mutual trust in all the parties, 
and there was every intention to be fair and square on the part 
of those on both sides. So I think it is only fair to me as well as 
to yourselves, that before we proceed any further I should he 
given a full account of the whole plan. If it is one which will 
tend to do away with the acknowledged evils which exist. in the 
management of affairs by both the city and the state author-
ities, which will result in better end more economical as well as 
more honest government for the city and state, which will pre-
vent friction between the great business organizations, and, 
above all else, to prevent interference with legitimate business 
enterprises on the part of the state and city authorities, either 
at Annapolis or at the City Hall, it may he a good plan. There 
are so many matters which could be improved by such an alli-
ance. could it be formed in good faith and carried out in hon-
esty and sincerity of purpose—but I am doubtful of the success 
of the seheme, I am dubious as to the possibility of such incon- 
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gruous elements as would make up such an organization ever 
working together in harmony. I hope, therefore, that Mr. Gwinn 
and Senator Gorman will be frank in their explanations as to 
their intentions in proposing this allianee--in. plain English, 
gentlemen, let me know what you are up to, let me know what 
you want, for my experience with you has not been of such 
character as to warrant any great confidence in the sincerity et' 
your propositions. 

"After I had said all this, Senator Gorman requested Mr. 
Gwinn to give a detailed account of the purposes of this pro-
posed alliance—just what the leaders were anxious to bring 
about, and, as near as I can recall it, what he said is as follows: 
If I am incorrect iu reporting what you said, Mr. Gwinn, you 
can correct inc as I go along. 

"The proposition involved an alliance between the Democratic 
state and city organizations, on the one side and the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railway Company on the other as represented by inc. 
This alliance was to prevent friction not only in political mat-
ters, but also to protect the Railway Company from attack on 
the part of the politicians who represented the state and city 
governments either at the t...ity Hall or in the Legislature at 
Annapolis. In fact it was to be a part of the agreement that 
no legislation hostile to the Company was to be permitted, and 
I hat all bills affecting the Railway Company were to be sub-
mitted to me prior to their introduction, and those which I dis-
approved were to be withheld, unless they were of such a char-
acter as affected the public interests as well as the interest of 
the Corporation, when action was to be postponed until the 
party leaders (that is Messrs. Gorman, Rosin, Gwinn and Hines) 
and the representatives of the Company had conferred on the 
subject. And that in eases of dispute or disagreement Mr. Gwinn 
anti I were to be the referees, and what we agreed upon was to 
he done. 

"I could see no objection to the propositions up to that point, 
but I was sure there was more to it. than what had been said, so, 
when Mr. Gwinn paused in his explanation, I said: 

"And what are to be the considerations for all this? I am sure 
that. you gentlemen have more in view than is apparent front 
what Mr. Gwinn lies said. 

" I have not finished may explanation" said our friend, "I will 
now tell you what are to he the considerations back of the deal, 
and they are these: You and your people are to be free from 
molestation and interference in any way. There will be no at-
tempting to take from you your tax exemption, there will be no 
delay in the enlargement of your terminal facilities, and there 
will be no obstacles thrown in the way of your acquisition of 
other rights, especially those connected with the tunnel you are 
preparing to construct under Howard Street. And last as a 
reward for yourself, as your personal share for the work you 
may do to bring about this combination it will be a part of our 
bargain that you will be elected to the United States Senate to 
succeed the present incumbent, Judge Wilson, when his term 
expires four years hence. 

"And what will be your share of the emoluments of this, which 
might be called a Holy Alliance, but will probably be called an 
unholy combine," I asked. 

"We are to have all the appointments made by the Governor 
and Mayor to city and state offices, and you and your reformers 
and those who may be allied with you, are not to interfere in 
any way with the control of the state and city patronage." "Is 
this a correct statement of the proposed deal?" said Mr. Cowen, 
turning to Mr. Gwinn. 

It is substantially what was proposed," said the ex-Attorney 
General, but when you have finished I hope the committee will 
give me a few minutes to make clearer some of the details of the 
plan." 
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CHAPTER LXIX. 

1 T WAS interesting to watch the faces of the several distin- 
guished and really able men who were for the first time learn-

ing from Mr. Cowen's speech the inner story of what had been 
taking place in the inner circles of the leaders during the past 
year. Surprise, and at intervals amazement, was evident on the 
countenances of several of them—notably Mr. Wallis, Chief 
Judge Alvey, and Attorney General Roberts. That Mr. Wallis 
was astonished, was clearly manifest, and it was also manifest 
that he was pleased beyond measure at these revelations of the 
iniquitous rascality of the men who were now in control of the 
Demoeratic party machinery, and against whose control he had 
been fighting with voice and pen for many years. 

Governor Lloyd sat there beside Chairman Johnson, with a 
phlegmatic smile on his rather youthful face, (he was then only 
thirty-five). If he was surprised there was no evidence of it in 
his looks, but he afterward said that lie thought that he, as Gov-
ernor, should have been told of the plans of the men who were 
at the helm, and who would have been obliged to have his aid in 
carrying out their desires. 

That the others present were surprised, and to some extent 
astonished, was not concealed, and Senator Thomas G. Hayes, the 
supposed author of the bill before the committee, did not hesitate 
to express his disgust at what had taken place. To have it re-
vealed in this open manner, that Mr. Gwinn was really the au-
thor of the bill, and that his introduction of it as the supposed 
author, was merely perfunctory, clearly had roused his ire, and, 
in a low tone, he said to Senator Rayner, "They played off on 
us a dirty trick." 

During the short pause in Mr. Cowen's speech, those who made 
up the small audience were whispering excitedly, and evidently 
the curiosity of all was aroused to the highest point, in eager 
expectation as to what would come next. After Mr. Cowen had 
taken a drink of water, he whispered a. few words to Mr. Wallis, 
whn said, in tones loud enough to be heard by all, "Give us the 
whole story, Cowen, for it is the best thing I have heard in 
years." 

"And now, Mr, Chairman and gentlemen of the committee," 
continued Mr. Cowen, "I am going to relate to you somewhat in 
detail, but only in substance, the astounding proposition made to 
me, through Mr. Jesse K. Hines, State Insurance Commissioner, 
and by many people looked upon as the real brains of the Gor-
man Ring, and, in the background, the author of the whole 
scheme, for I exonerate Mr. Gwinn from any part in this at-
tempted plot, other than that of legal advisor—that he was, and 
is, the legal advisor of these plotters is well-known, but I am not 
going to accuse him of having any other part in it, except as a 
counsellor, who advised Mr. Gorman and his associates, just how 
far they could go without involving themselves in a legal tangle, 
which might involve court proceedings, before the very Judges 
-whom they desired to put off the bench, and, whose election they 
had opposed a few years ago. 

" When Mr. Gwinn had concluded his explanation of the basis 
on which Mr. Gorman and his co-conspirators wished to form 
this alliance, Mr, Hines turned to me and said:" 

"Cowen, i believe you to be a practical man, as well as a very 
ambitious one, and no one here, or elsewhere, has any doubt but 
what you are about as smart a man as ever came into Maryland, 
for your rise since you came here shows that you are no slouch in 
anything you undertake to do. Now I am going to tell you, much 
more plainly than Gwinn has done, just what we want, and just 
what part. we hope to get you to play in it, anti if you join in 
with us you will find that it is going to be the biggest game that 
was ever played in Maryland, and one of the biggest ever played 
in the whole country, rivalling in its magnitude some of the 
games played by Jay Gould and Jim Fiske a few years ago, in 
New York. 

"At the present time, you are the brains back of the Balti-
more & Ohio Railway management. You are the dominating 
figure in that organization, and what you say goes all along the 
line. Rob Garrett is completely under your thumb. He does 
whatever you tell him to do, and it is well that such is the case, 
for he has very little sense, and knows nothing about business, 
hates work, and cares for nothing except to have a good time 
and his recklessness and dissipation not only here but elsewhere, 
have became notorious. 
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"Now, you may as well understand that. what we are after is 
so to manage this business that we may be able to secure control 
of the Baltimore & Ohio Company, get rid of the Garrett con-
trol, join the forces under your management, not only of the 
Maryland Democratic organization and the Railway Company, 
but extend them through the states where the system has large 
influence, but especially in Washington. You can easily see what. 
a stupendous proposition this is, and there is no doubt of its 
success, if you will join with us in carrying it out." 

CHAPTER LXX. 

WHEN Mr. Cowen had told the Committee the substance of 
the proposition, detailed to him by Jesse K. Hines, on 

behalf of Senator Gorman and his lieutenants, I recall the looks 
of surprise on the faces of the gentlemen present. Mr. 'Wallis 
was evidently delighted at this expose of the designs of the Gor-
man Ring, while Chief Judge Alvey and the others appeared 
disgusted at this evidence of the perfidy of the leaders of their 
party, especially so far as Senator Gorman was concerned, prob-
ably, largely in view of the fact that only a few days before 
Mr. Gorman had been reelected Senator. for his third term, by 
the members of his party in the joint Assembly of the two 
Houses. And Mr. Wallis remarked, in tones loud enough to be 
heard throughout the room: "That was the boldest proposition 
for the commission of a really great crime that I ever heard of, 
and it shows what that collection of rascals is capable of doing 
when they have an opportunity. Why, it was clearly a con-
spiracy to defraud, and Gorman and that crowd should all be 
indicted and sent to jail." 

Mr. Cowen continued: 
"When Hines had finished his bold statement as to what he 

and Gorman and Rosin expected me to do, I was so astounded 
that. for a moment I was really unable to say anything. I had 
expected a proposition to enter into some sort of a political alli-
anre. an alliance offensive and defensive so far as party and po-
litical affairs in the city and state were concerned and it had even 
been hinted to me by Rosin that they were ready to send me to the 
Senate at Washington at the expiration of Judge Wilson's term, 
hut. I never imagined that it would be brazenly proposed that we 
should enter into a conspiracy, for that is the only word to ex-
press it, to enter in a deal of a character clearly criminal in its 
nature, to secure control of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Com-
pany, and I have often wondered since then in whose fertile 
brain that really amazing idea was first conceived—and in jus-
tice to Mr. Gwinn I found he was as greatly surprised as I, and 
at the time promptly rapudiated any connection with or ap-
proval of it. 
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"The whole scheme was evolved by Mr. Hines," said Mr. 
Gwinn. "I told Senator Gorman and Mr. Rasin at the time that 
it. was not only preposterous, but absurd;  and could never he 
successfully carried out. But apparently they did not agree 
with me and sided with Hines." 

"I am obliged to you for making this explanation, Mr. 
Gwinn," continued Mr. Cowen. "It only confirms what I 
thought. And when I had recovered from the shock caused by 
Hines' proposal, for it was a shock, I turned to Senator Gorman, 
and inquired if he agreed with the proposition made, and if he 
and Resin were ready to hack it. The Senator replied that he 
and Basin agreed with Hines. That they had conferred on the 
,ztbjeet several times, and had decided that it was the wisest 
tiring that could be done. That it would strengthen and in-
crease the power of the Democratic party, and that it would, in 
the end prove to be of inestimable value to the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway. That the plan did not contemplate the commission of 
any fraud or wrong on the part of anybody, or to anybody, hut, 
on the contrary, the proposition meant no more than a change 
in the control of the Company, the placing it in the hands of 
people who would realize that the prosperity of the road, the 
welfare and prosperity of the State of Maryland, and the City 
of Baltimore are so closely allied that any injury to one will 
'result in injury to all, and that the closer the alliance and the 
management the greater advantage it will he to all concerned." 

"When the Senator had finished, and in his cool, icy way had 
explained why he favored the proposition, I saw at once that 
he meant it in all seriousness, that he neither saw the moral 
obliquity, or anything else in it other than an ordinary busines.; 
and political plan that in the inner workings of his peculiar 
mind, there was nothing extraordinary in what was proposed, 
that it was simply the opening of another chapter in a life made 
up of schemes and plans to overcome his opponents, and suc-
ceed in gaining a certain object, and, I realized then what sub-
sequent events have confirmed, that in the minds of such men as 
Gorman, Resin and Hines, real principle played no part what-
ever, that it never, in the slightest degree, entered into their 
calculations, and that why such a thing as principle should ever 
be considered by any one with common sense, was beyond their 
comprehension." 

CHAPTER LXXI. 

4r 	tin now, Mr. ( hairman and gentlemen of the Committee," 
continued Mr. (..'owen, "I need not. tell you that I re-

jected this offer of an alliance with all the vigor and emphasis 
of which 1 was capable, and I expremed to those conspirators 
who wished to make me a fellow conspirator, what 1 thought of 
the whole affair, and one of the most surprising features of the 
meeting was the fact that all three, that is Senator Gorman and 
Messrs. Resin and Hines appeared to he really astonished that 
did not approve of their offer, and flatly rejected it. The sur-
prise of Mr. Hines was almost laughable, for he probably has 
been in the habit all his life of judging the motives of others 
by his own rules, and when I had let them all know just what I 
thought of their nefarious proposition, he turned to me and said: 

"Cowen. I thought you really had some practical sense, hut I 
find, after all, that you are a good deal of a fool. Here is the 
opportunity of a life-time. You are still a young man, and, ii' 
you join in with us, there is no limit to the success you may 
attain, in both public and business life. Have some sense. Act 
in this matter as you know others would act by you. Together 
we can do everything. Going on as we are now, there is no tell-
ing what may happen. Don't throw this great chance away. 
You and Gorman working together in Washington with Rash; 
and the rest of us attending to the details here, can do anything 
we want to, not only in Maryland but in Washington and in 
other states." 

"Senator Gorman said nothing. Mr. Resin looked disap-
pointed and shook his head. Mr. Gwinn smiled sarcastically and 
said. 	told you he would not enter into such a deal.' And the 
conference broke up." 

"Now, gentlemen, I have told you this story to show you what 
is back of this scheme to force on the people of Maryland this. 
proposed Constitutional Convention, the basis of which is this 
unusual bill which you now have under consideration. There is 
no intention on the part of the promoters of this scheme to do 
anything for the benefit of the state or its people. It is simply 
and solely a scheme to enable these politicians and certain husi- 



ness allies they have with them, to fasten their tentacles on the 
business affairs of the commonwealth, and especially on the 
state's greatest business asset, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 
and thus not only hold on to the political power they now pos-
sess, but also to add to it and be enabled to dominate the most 
important and powerful of all the business assets, not only of 
the City of Baltimore but of the whole state and large sections of 
the outlying territory. 

"But 1 have already talked too long. I had no intention when 
I came here of saying half what I have said. But I am glad that 
I have done so, especially because of the presence here of the 
Governor, these distinguished lawyers, judges and other intelli-
gent gentlemen. to whom it is well that all these facts which I 
have detailed to you should be known. And I am sure that my 
friend. Mr. Ovinn, who is probably more familiar with these 
matters than I am, will verify all that I have said—and I am 
quite sure that he will not contradict it in any important par-
ticular. 

"in my opinion the proposed plans of the men who are now in 
control of the entire state, city and County governments of Mary-
land, especially their practically absolute control of this Gen-
eral Assembly, make a crisis in the history of the commonwealth. 
The first real step is to be taken by the action of this Committee. 
I hope, therefore, that you, gentlemen of the Committee, will 
lake all these farts that I have laid before you into consider-
ation and use your best judgment, unhampered by outside in-
fluence when you render your decision. 

"And in concluding this long statement I must thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for honoring me with your atten-
tion, as you have done." 

CHAPTER LXXII. 

w tuN Mr. Cowen had ended his talk, the committee ad-
journed for the day, and an informal discussion took 

place which was enlivened by the views of Mr. Wallis, and the 
other able gentlemen present, but the greater part of the inter-
est was that created by the differing views of Mr. Wallis and 
State Senator Thomas G. Hayes. 

In his usual sarcastic and vitriolic style, Mr. Wallis, who vas 
probably the greatest master of satire and vituperation at that 
time at the Baltimore Bar, gave his views on the plans and 
schemes of the state Ring, as revealed by the speech of Mr. 
Cowen, and corroborated by Mr. Gwinn. 

Mr. Hayes defended the position taken by Senator Gorman 
and his aides, and endeavored to justify their course, although 
lie was evidently at a loss to find any excuse for the bold propo-
sition, openly made to secure control of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad, and asserted that he was sure there must be some mis-
understanding—that he would never believe Senator 0-onnan 
bad sponsored any such a scheme, unless he had it from his own 
mouth. Others joined in the discussion, which was kept up at 
random, until after dark, and those present were leaving the 
room from time to time, the earliest to go being Chief Judge 
.Alvey, Governor Lloyd and the Attorney-General, Mr. Roberts. 

As a result of Mr. Cowen's argument action on the early con-
vention bill, as it was familiarly known, was delayed, and, in 
the meantime the work of John W. Davis and those who had been 
acting under his direction throughout the counties, was having 
its effect. Men who had been openly favorable to the bill, and 
all that it implied, openly came out in opposition to it, when they 
understood the real intentions of those who favored it and were 
its champions. 

In all parts of the state, protests against the scheme were 
signed, and sent to Annapolis. The Judges of the Courts, the 
Registers of Wills, the Circuit Court Clerks and a host of others, 
despite all the efforts of the Gorman and Rasin lieutenants, were 
aroused. and the members of the General Assembly, when they 
went home at the end of the week, were besieged with protests, 
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and while for a time the discussion of the proposition was con-
tinued in the General Assembly, there was a decided falling 
away among the regulars, as they were called, and it soon be-
came evident that the scheme was doomed, and while the advo-
cates kept up an apparently stiff front for several weeks, it was 
clearly apparent that the great plans to revolutionize the whole 
system of the state government by means of a new constitution, 
would be among the dead measures on the legislative scrap heap, 
when the final adjournment took place at the end of the ninety 
days session of the General Assembly of 1886. The .Judges of 
the Court of Appeals and time Circuit Courts, began to breathe 
freely as they sat in solemn dignity on the bench in the State 
House or in their county Court. Houses, the Clerks of the Courts 
and the Registers of Wills; in the city and the twenty-three 
counties, held up their heads once more and assumed their for-
Ince airs of importance, while Mr, Cowen, Mr. Garrett and the 
heads and subordinates of the great state transportation system, 
after a period of nerve-racking unrest and uneasiness, visibly 
expressed their satisfaction. While Senator Gorman and his 
co-conspirators, outwardly calm and unperturbed, but inwardly 
raging at heart and vowing vengeance on those who were about 
to thwart their schemes, began to plan a new coup, not yet ad-
mitting other than a temporary defeat, but quietly asserting 
that the fight was not lost, even though the first skirmish had 
gone against them. 

When discussing the situation, even before the close of the 
session, Senator Gorman said: 

"We may lose out on this hand, but the game is not played 
out yet. Cowen has not won. We have just begun to play." 

CHAPTER LXXIII. 

T mu: speech of lir. Cowen, as detailed in the last several chap-
ters, together with the work done throughout the state 

under the direction of John W. Davis, assistant to President 
Robert Garrett, of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, aroused pop-
ular hostility to the early Convention proposition to such an 
extent that. it. was looked upon as practically dead, and would 
really never get out of the committee in any other shape than as 
a simple proposition to call for a vote on the question in the 
election to be held in 1887. 

Senators Hayes, Rayner and the other advocates of the early 
call, continued to deliver sounding speeches in the Senate in 
favor of the hill, but no effort was made to have a vote taken on 
the subject. In the House of Delegates the matter was treated 
as dead and from that time on attracted no attention whatever. 
Toward the end of the second month of the session, without 
attracting any attention whatever, the bill to provide for a sim-
ply vote on the proposition in 1887, in accordance with the pro-
vision in the State Constitution was taken up and passed. So 
the great scheme of the old Ring to revolutionize the state gov-
ernment by means of a cut-and-dried Constitution, to turn out 
all the judges and other judicial officers of the state, and install 
in their places subservient tools of their own, died, unwept, 
unhonored and unsung. When the voters understood what was 
meant, what was back of the plot, they arose almost as one man 
and sent their protests to Annapolis and even Senator Gorman 
hardened as he was to all sense of decency and propriety, was 
obliged to yield, and, while only a few short weeks before ha 
had been elected with great applause to a second term in the 
United States Senate by more than a hundred votes out of a 
total of one hundred and seventeen in the General Assembly, 
that same General Assembly, with practical unanimity, turned 
down his pet scheme, rejected it almost with scorn and contempt., 
and, as a consequence the Senator lost the respect and support 
of a large number of the ablest men in Maryland who had be-
fore that time been his loyal admirers and friends. And he 
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never regained what he lost when the sordid and, as Mr. Wal-
lis called it, "criminal plot," had been exposed and it had been 
shown that it was in reality not only a plan to tighten his grip 
on the state and city governments, but over and above all that, 
a gigantic, and really criminal conspiracy, literally to steal the 
greatest industrial enterprise in the state, the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway. 

As an aftermath of the defeat of the scheme, a great many mat-
ters of interest connected therewith came slowly to sight and it 
became known that back of it all were certain vast and powerful 
railway interests which were anxious to gain control of Maryland's 
great railway system, and, it also became known that Gorman 
and his combination had been actually figuring with the Penn-
sylvania officials, with the New York Central officials and with 
the great railway interests represented by Jay Gould, who was 
then at the plenitude of his power as the greatest wrecker of 
railways this Country has ever produced--and it was reported 
at the time that back of the whole scheme was Jay Gould, and 
that while Gorman was professing loyalty to the Pennsylvania 
Company which had been of valuable assistance to him in his 
re,ent campaign, and had secured a large donation from the 
New York Central interests to aid him in his scheme he was 
really allied with Jay Gould and that Mr. Gould expected to 
secure the Baltimore & Ohio Company, and was making prepa-
rations •in accordance with these expectations. And later on, 
when it became widely known that Mr. Gould was trying to se-
cure the Baltimore & Ohio, and there was considerable excite-
ment in regard to his plans, Robert Garrett said, as his last 
words when leaving Baltimore on a trip around the world, as 
he stood on the train as it left Camden Station: "Don't let 
Jay Gould steal the State of Maryland." Before he left it had 
been commonly reported that Mr. Garrett had accused Mr. Gould 
of trying to steal the railroad, and, as his health was then visibly 
failing what Gould might do in his absence was evidently prey-
ing on his mind. 

And as a further confirmation of the belief that Gorman had 
not only been making preliminary deals with the railway inter-
ests mentioned above, that is the Pennsylvania, Gould and New 
York Central or Vanderbilt interests, in 1892 Chauncey M. 
l)epew, President of the New York Central, delivered a lecture  

in Baltimore under the auspices of the Journalists' Club, and 
was entertained at a supper by the newspapermen at the old 
Mt. Vernon 1-lotel after the leeture. The writer was one of the 
committee that escorted Mr. Depew from New \Pork in his spe-
cial car over the Baltimore & Ohio road. On the way down he 
talked freely about the Baltimore & Ohio and its future, which 
at that time appeared dark and unpromising, and he inquired 
as to the Gorman contest with Mr. Cowen, and those who were in 
control. Among other things, he said that at one time it had 
appeared possible for the interests he represented to gain con-
trol of the great Maryland Corporation, but that after some 
conferring with Senator Gorman and those he represented, it 
had been given up for the time being, but that he and others 
were still interested as all railway men were, as to what would 
be its fate. He asked many questions about Gorman's influ-
ence, and the sentiment of the people of Maryland in regard to 
the control of their great railroad, and had notes made of many 
of the statements given him by the newspaper men who were 
with him. 
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CHAPTER LXX IV. 

A IN INCIDENT connected with, the fight between the Baltimore 
A 

 
& Ohio Railway Company and the Gorman Ring, occurred 

one day in the lobby of the State House, when the question as to 
the passage of the Constitutional Convention bill had been prae-
tically settled, and it was generally understood the Gorman bill, 
as it was called, would be shunted aside and the other measure, 
providing for a vote on the question, would be put through in 
its place 

Mr. Cowen was at the State I-Louse that day, and, as he was 
about to ascend the steps to the State Library, which was then 
in that building, he met his rival, Mr. Bernard Carter, attorney 
for the Pennsylvania Railway, coming down into the lobby. Al-
though these two distinguished gentlemen were rivals in a cer-
tain sense, largely owing to the fact they represented corporate 
interests which were arrayed in hostility to each other, both 
were gentlemen, and their courtesy to each other, whenever they 
met, was a marked feature of their lives. 

At that time Mr. Carter was one of the official advisors of 
the Gorman Ring, while Mr. Cowen represented the opposition, 
which was made up of Republicans and anti-ring Democrats. 
After shaking hands, Mr, Cowen said to Mr. Carter: 

"Well, how are you making out here with your large major-
ity? I am of the opinion from what I hear, that it is too large. 
and that it is becoming unmanageable. Large majorities in such 
bodies as this, are usually hard to handle and keep in line." 

"That is usually the ease." said Mr. Carter, "but before long. 
I think the lines will be drawn so that we will be assured of a 
safe majority for all our measures. In fact, if it had not been 
for the underhand work of your agents, throughout the state 
there wouldn't be visible a ripple of trouble here. But Davis had 
worked matters up in the county districts to sueli an extent that 
he has demoralized a. large number of the members and they are 
making all sorts of trouble, and have been getting worse ever 
qinee he went to work. Nobody knew what was going on, or who 
was at the bottom of all this defection, until it was well under 
way, and it was then too late to stop it. Your starting this  

bark-fire movement. in the counties, arousing all the Judges and 
Court officials is one of the smartest tricks ever played in the 
polities of the state. But we believe we have it checked at last." 

"So I understand," said Mr. Cowen. "But in order to do so, 
you have been obliged to give up your pet convention scheme. 
Otherwise you would have lost control of the whole General 
Assembly, and would have placed in jeopardy all your other 
bills. I hope now that you have arrived at this wise decision, 
it will not be necessary for me to come here as often as I have 
been doing, for I can see nothing at the present time in which I 
have the slighest. interest. Do you think I can go home, and rest 
in peace so far as the interests of my clients are coneerned?" 

"I am not so sure of that," said Mr. Carter. "If I were in 
your place, I would look around, but so far as the interests of 
my clients are concerned where they might conflict with yours, 
at. present I know of nothing. This is a peculiar place, and a 
peculiar situation exists—there is no telling what may come up, 
unexpectedly, over night, so I usually remain here much of the 
time. I have been coming here for more years than you have. 
You never know what may happen in the next hour, and the 
very people you trust, may have some scheme on foot to give 
you trouble and hold you up for money. 

"And now that we are discussing this subject," continued 
Mr, Carter, "what do you think of the proposed Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal scheme? I am not interested in it. You ought to 
look it up. I believe you will find that you have more work hery 
when you look into this matter." 

And in that way, Mr. Cowen found he had another interesting 
reason for observing the maneuverings of the statesmen at Anna-
polis. 

And he also began to realize that Gorman was a more re-
sourceful enemy than he had anticipated, and that the fight had 
only begun. 
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CHAPTER LXXV. 

T . suggestion made by Mr. Carter in his talk with Mr. Cow-
en, that the latter might find some more interesting work 

at Annapolis caused him to make an examination and investiga-
tion of the situation. esperially in regard to the report that the 
leaders of the Ring had some seheme under consideration in con-
nection with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. It was not long 
before he found out what the reported scheme really was, and 
the extent to which the men who were presumably in control 
Of the General Assembly, had progressed in their plans. 

He discovered that the plan was to authorize the Board of 
Public Works to sell or lease the canal to a company which they 
had formed, and that it was the further intention to ant horiza 
this proposed ennipany to construct a railway down the bed of 
the canal, front Cumherland to Georgetown, whore it ended. 
The bill also provided that the state should be paid by bonds 
issued by this proposed company, and that these bonds should 
be secured -by a mortgage placed on the railway, which it. was 
proposed to construct. The scheme was elaborate. and the sum 
and substance of it was. that. the anal was to be paid for in 
the way indicated, and that if the state ever received any value 
for the property, it was to he secured by the state's property 
itself. 

Without delay Mr. Cowen proceeded to raise what the news-
paper correspondents at Annapolis in attendance on the Gen-
eral Assembly called a row. The newspapers took the matter up, 
(for some reason there had been no public mention of it up to 
that time) and the -public was informed, that another Gorman 
scheme had been unearthed, and, as a result, it was heralded 
throughout the state that it was the intention of the Senator 
and his colleagues, some of whom were among the mast distin-
guished men in the country, were preparing "to steal the Chesa-
peake and Ohio Canal." and that one of their objects in stealing 
the canal was to construct a railway to compete with the Balti-
more & Ohio in the coal carrying trade between the mines and 
Baltimore and Washington. And that such was their intention 
;s doubtless true, for the purpose was to connect this proposed  

railway with the West Virginia Central railway (then largely 
on paper only) and the men who were associated with Gorman 
were members of the notorious Davis and Elkins syndicate and 
for years were engaged in exploiting the rich natural resources 
of West Virginia—all of whom waxed fat and rich and died in 
later years numbered among the multi-millionaires of the land, 
and three of whom later on were senators of the United States. 
and the elder Elkins a member of the Cabinet of Benjamin Har-
rison, President of the United States. James G. Blaine, United 
States Senator, Speaker of the House of Representatives, Sec-
retary of State, and Republican nominee for President in 1884, 
was also a member of this syndicate—and there is no doubt of 
the fart• that whatever the scheme they were engaged in might 
he called, their end and object was to steal the Chesapeake and. 
Ohio ['anal, and later on the Western Maryland Railway, the 
story of which will be related in a future chapter. 

There is no doubt of it, for he admitted it at the time Mr. 
'Owen and the officials of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Com-

pany were alarmed. On the one hand Gorman and his co-con 
spirators were trying to steal the Baltimore & Ohio, and, not 
content with that they were also working with skill and extra-
ordinary shrewdness to steal the old Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
and the Western Maryland Railway—all of which they were 
planning to do under the forms of the law. 

As Mr. Cowen said: "Davis, Elkins, Gorman, Blaine and that 
crowd have already practically stolen the greater part of West 
Virginia. Now they want to steal Maryland. If they keep on 
they will go down in history as the mast eolos.saI thieves of the 
age. ,' 
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CHAPTER LXXVI. 

T }iv. Chesapeake and Ohio Canal had been used by political 
schemers and corruptionists as a lever to raise themselves 

to power and prominence for years, and in 1872 Governor Wil-
liam Pinkney Whyte made Arthur Pue Gorman president and 
executive officer of the canal company as a reward for his ser-
vices in securing for him the governorship. Gorman had already 
been made a director of the company and knew all about its 
possibilities as an aid to political ambition. 

This appointment created an uproar throughout the state. In 
order to give the place to Gorman who was then comparatively 
unknown, James C. Clarke. later on President of the Mobile and 
Ohio Railway Company, was removed. Under Mr. Clarke's 
management the canal had become a strong money-making con-
cern and was the best conducted and most profitable property 
owned by the state. 

All this was changed by Gorman. He worked the whole scheme 
with great skill, in order to blind the public and even reduced 
his own salary as President from ten thousand a year to four 
thousand, but he so made up for all this pretended economy that 
after his incumbency of the office for a year the canal became 
a drain on the state, and gradually became the ruin it now is—
a deserted and useless ditch with the boats and locks, the banks, 
bridges and abutments a pathetic ruin extending from Cumber-
land to Georgetown. He filled the canal offices with active, skil-
ful, working politicians, from all parts of the state, and made 
scores of useless sinecures which enlarged the pay roil far be-
yond the revenues derived from the tolls, and even the gross 
earnings of the enterprise. By this means he controlled the 
politics of Garrett, Allegany, Washington, Frederick and Mont-
gomery Counties, through which the great water way was op-
erated—and by means of his control of these counties and their 
official representatives in the General Assembly and state and 
other conventions he became one of the most powerful political 
leaders in the state—and he kept on increasing his power by his 
control of the canal by using the funds to pack the pay rolls 
by neglect of the whole great enterprise until the business de- 

dined to a minimum, the works were all out of order and in a 
dilapidated and almost useless condition and then he withdrew, 
turned the management over to others, in order to escape re-
sponsibility for the ruin he had. wrought—and his point was 
gained. He had built up his great political machine, had gained 
a seat in the Senate of the United States and was practically 
dictator of Maryland—largely through his influence as head of 
the great canal. And now he was ready for his next step. 

Many people believed that Gorman had wrecked the canal for 
the express purpose of succeeding in his scheme to gain posses-
sion of it, in .order to build on its bed a railway which would 
compete with the Baltimore & Ohio for the control of the great 
transportation business between the east and the west. What-
ever may be said of this remarkable man, this most wonderful 
schemer Maryland has ever produced, it must be conceded that 
his plans and schemes were all on a gigantic scale and while he 
failed in the attainments of his ends, while his endeavors were 
all, in the end, in vain they were really vast in their conception 
and the means used to accomplish his ends were really worthy 
of a great and fertile mind, even if that mind was controlled by 
motives none of which were honest or would stand any test of a 
moral law or in any manner indicated the possession of moral 
principle. 

He schemed to gain control of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway--
he failed only after nearly twenty years of the most untiring 
and intensive effort. 

He schemed to gain control of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 
and for years he worked to attain that object, but he failed. 

He schemed to gain control of the Western Maryland Rail-
way, and came nearer his goal in that attempt than in any of 
the others. 

And he schemed to gain the President.y of the United States, 
and there is no doubt his failure in that attempt of his last and 
greatest of his schemes embittered his declining years to a greater 
extent than all the others. 

And his nemesis in all these schemes, the one man who did 
more to thwart him than all others combined, was that great law-
yer John K. Cowen, the greatest man ever connected with the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company during the entire century 
of its existence. 
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CHAPTER LXXVII. 

vollapse of the scheme to force a Constitutional C'onven- 
tion on the people of the state, out of the regular order as 

prescribed by the Constitution of 1867, was so complete that it 
brought about a decided disorganization of the forces expeeted 
1.6 carry through the plans for the sale of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal to the Gorman. Elkins, Davis combination, and Mr. 
Cowen had very little trouble in sidetracking the proposition. 
The members of both Rouses of the General Assembly, outside 
of the city representatives, who were ordinarily most completely 
under the control of the Gorman machine, were those from the 
Western Maryland counties through whose borders the (*anal.  
made its way. The sentiment of the people, regardless of party, 
in all this section was decidedly opposed to the sale of the water-
way. Hundreds of them were employed in its operation, and 
depended on it for a livelihood. The coal they used in their 
houses, and in their industrial operations, in their public build-
ings of all sorts, and in their mercantile establishments, was all 
brought to them from the Allegany County mines in the canal 
boats, and they were fearful of the, confusion and disorganiza-
tion which would result should this time-honored sytsem of 
transportation be interfered with: so Mr. Gorman and his co-
conspirators soon found that they were faring a storm of pro-
test which would probably wreek their political organization, 
should they attempt to force through the General Assembly the 
plans they had been preparing for several years. Reluctantly 
under protest, they decided to postpone action, expecting to take 
it up at the next session of the legislature to be held in 1888. 
In the meantime it was understood that those who favored the 
proposition would use all their influence to create public senti-
ment so that when the time was ripe the whole proposition would 
meet with the approval of the people of the state and the nec-
essary laws could then be passed in its favor. 

In the background, while all this scheming and plotting was 
going on at Annapolis, where Mr. Cowen and Senator Gorman, 
largely through agents and subordinates, were playing this 
great game in which was involved several of the really vital 
questions affecting the greatest material and political interests 
of the state, John W. Davis, Assistant. to President. Garrett, had  

his agents at work in the counties from Garrett to Worcester, 
creating sentiment among all classes of citizens against the 
schemes of the Gorman organization—and this sentiment soon 
manifested itself among the leading members of both Houses 
of the General Assembly. Lawyers, bankers, merchants, farm-
ers, and all sorts of people, were aroused, and, urged on by the 
judicial and other ofReials whose terms would be shortened by 
the proposed Constitutional Convention, they protested to their 
representatives at Annapolis in no uncertain terms. And their 
protests had so linked up the canal proposition with the early 
call for a new Constitution, that it was soon evident that both these 
schemes would go down to defeat together. And a strong feeling 
of distrust. and suspicion of the motives back of the Gorman 
program. became so decided that several weeks before the close 
of the session, it was tacitly understood that both would be al-
lowed to die together. Even Senator Gorman's closest friends 
and really loyal backers, came to the conclusion that their chief 
had formulated plans which. were of such a character that any 
drastic effort to put them through would throw the democratic 
party into a state of such confusion that it would endanger the 
future of the organization for years to come. Wisely, therefore, 
they gave up the proposed fight, and Mr. Cowen retired triumph-
ant from the field. 

Hrnator Gorman, notwithstanding his evident discomfiture, (h-
elloed to admit defeat. He insisted that his plans were prepared 
to subserve the best interests of the state. At a dinner, which 
he attended about. a week before the final adjournment• of the ses-
sion, lie discussed the whole question as to the policy which had 
been pursued by his adherents during the session. He said the 
seheme, "to bring the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company to 
terms," and to turn "the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal into a 
railway," had only been postponed. That. the people did not. 
understand the advantages which would accrue to the state when 
these plans were carried out, and that every effort would he made 
to present the real facts before the next. session of the legisla-
ture, two years hence. In the course of his address at this din-
ner he roundly scored Mr. Cowen and the Railway officials, paid 
his respects in no complimentary terms to the newspapers which 
had opposed his plans and prophesied that when it was thor-
oughly understood what the propositions of his friends really 
meant, there would be no difficulty in putting them across. 
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CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

EARLY in March of the session of 1886, it became evident that 
it would be impossible for the Gorman organization to force 

through the General Assembly any of the bills prepared to "get 
even" with the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company or any of 
the forces which had been allied with the reform element in the 
previous election, so it soon became quietly understood that they 
would be allowed to drop of sight. These measures included 
what was called the Early Call Convention bill, which has here-
tofore been explained in detail, the proposition to gain possession 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and construct a railway from 
Cumberland to Washington over its bed, and the forced sale or 
lease of the Western Maryland Railway to connect it up with 
the Davis and Elkins or West Virginia Central Railway at Cum-
herland—these three propositions formed the basis of all Sen-
ator Gormuan's schemes and plans, and to the furtherance of. 
them he had devoted years of cunning maneuvering, and their 
failure was one of the greatest disappointments of his whole ca-
reer—next to his failure to become President of the United 
States, probably his greatest source of chagrin and disappoint-
ment was his failure to gain control of the Baltimore & Ohio. 
To the attainment of that end he devoted more skill and cunning 
ability than to all others—it was a gigantic plan and at one time 
it seemed possible of success, but it was too great and compli-
cated in its scope for a man, even of Gorman's undoubted abil-
ity, to accomplish, notwithstanding the fact that he had at one 
time the active participation of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com. 
pany and could have had the aid of other Nation-wide, power-
ful, financial interests, had he so desired. And it was believed 
by many people that had the wily Senator's reputation for re-
liability and square dealing been of a higher order he would 
have won out in the end. But even those who were allied with 
him and wished to see hint succeed, distrusted him, and Chauncy 
Depew, in speaking of Gorman at the time these schemes of his 
were under consideration, said at a dinner in Baltimore (re-
ferred to in a former chapter) that he felt when he was talking 
with the Maryland Senator, that there was something kept back, 
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that he was not sincere, and that, as a consequence, he neNer felt. 
that lie could be trusted. And all through his career, which, so 
far as his success in winning his seat in the Senate was con-
cerned was a triumph, he was always distrusted, even by a large 
proportion of those politicians and public men, both state and 
national, with whom he was associated. The late I. Freeman 
Basin, to whom he was more closely associated than with any-
one else from the beginning of his public career, never trusted 
him, and he made no secret of the fact. He often said that he 
never knew how long or under what circumstances Gorman 
would stick to him, or carry out a bargain either political or 
otherwise—and he knew that if at any time, "Arthur,-  as he 
always called him, would come to the conclusion he could do 
better by going over to the other side, he would not hesitate to do 
so, and that without any notice to his allies. 

In the fall of 1886, months after the session of the Generai 
Assembly had adjourned, the Senator was at Radcliffe, the resi-
dence of Mrs. R. C. Holliday (later Mrs. Charles H. Gibson) in 
Talbot County. In discussing the work and the failures of the 
session, he said: 

" The failure of the General Assembly to pass the hills favored 
by the party organization was one of the greatest misfortunes 
which could have happened to the whole people of the state, and 
I am at a loss even now to understand how it all happened. We 
had carried the state over the combined opposition of the reform-
ers and the Republicans by an overwhelming majority. We had 
almost a unanimous representation in both Houses of the Gen-
eral Assembly, there being only four Republican Senators and 
ten members of the House of Delegates. We should have been 
able to do anything we pleased, and yet we failed to put through 
any of the really important measures and gained nothing as 
the fruit of our overwhelming victory. 

"I look upon the defeat of the plan to have a Constitutional 
Convention as the mast unfortunate thing that happened to 
Maryland since the close of the Civil War. 'We should have had 
everything our own way. There was no valid reason why we 
should not have put that hill through early in the session, sub-
mitted it to the people and had the Convention during the sum-
mer. But it seemed impossible to get the people to undertand 
what it all meant. Many of our best friends grew suspicious and 
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fought shy of it and would do nothing. We tried in every way 
possible to make them. understand it. We explained that we 
would be able to tax the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, 
make that corporation pay its just share of taxes and in other 
ways put that Company, which has become a menace to the con-
tinued supremacy of the Democratic party, now that it is in 
open alliance with the Republican party. 

"It will come to this, and will be determined at the next elec-
tion—we thought it was settled at the last election, but it was 
not—is the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company to rule the 
State of Maryland or is it to be ruled by the white people of 
the state through the continued domination of the Democratic.
party? The Railway Company is now in alliance with the Re- 
publicans whose voting strength is made up largely of Negroes, 
and this combination of the Railway Company and their ren-
egale white. Democratic independent allies, based on the Negro 
and Republican vote is the enemy we must meet next year, and 
unless great. care is taken they will win out against us. And, in 
my mind there is no doubt of it, the supremacy of the Demo-
cratie party is in greater danger than ever before since the War." 
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CHAPTER LXXIX. 

EARLY in the summer of 1887 Senator Gornian invited the edi-
tom of the Democratic county papers to take luncheon with 

him at his Washington residence, "in order," as the invitation 
read, "to discuss the political situation, so far as it affected the 
Democratic party, and particularly in regard to the issues which 
would be brought before the voters for consideration during the 
ensuing campaign. 

The writer, at that time, was editor of the Easton Democrat, a. 
weekly paper published at Easton, Talbot County, and with 
eighteen other editors from different counties of the state he was 
present at the meeting at the Senator's hospitable home in the 
National Capital. 

After a most generous luncheon (it was really a dinner), and 
while we were still seated at. the table, the Senator arose, thanked 
us for our presence and in a prepared address told us why he 
had invited us there, and what he believed we should do in order 
to strengthen the Democratic party, and, as a further object, 
what we should advocate in our papers as a program to be car-
ried out at the session of the General Assembly which would 
meet in the next ensuing January. The words of his speech so 
far as they are here printed, are exactly as he uttered them with 
the exception that certain sentences are omitted as they in no 
way refer to matters of any public interest or have any connec-
tion whatever with the subjects discussed in his address. The 
Senator said: 

"T have called you, gentlemen, together to impress upon you 
the fact that the time-honored, conservative old Democratic 
party in Maryland is at the present. time in greater danger of 
losing control of the state than it has been at any time since the 
adoption of the present Constitution of the state in 1867. 

"There is now in process of formation a combination made up 
largely of the same people and the same interests who waged the 
fight against the Democratic organization two years ago, while 
they were defeated, at the polls, they managed through a mis-
understanding on the part of the people to prevent us from 
,:ecuring the fruits of our victory—in fact, so far as any real 
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advantage was concerned, the great victory we won in the elec-
tion was nullified by the lack of affirmative action on the part of 
the General Assembly, and as a consequence the whole fight will 
have to be gone over again. And it is in regard to preparation 
for that fight that I have invited you here to confer with me as 
to what we should do to meet this new crisis in our party affairs. 

"The combination, which is now in a formative state, and 
Ivhieh will go into the campaign with a determination to destroy 
the present party organization, and thus be enabled to oust the 
present leaders and seize the party control for themselves, is 
composed of the most powerful corporate and other business. 
professional anti banking interests in the state. At the head of 
it, and realty the basis of the entire scheme, is the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railway Company, with its vast wealth and great army of 
employes, and holding this great industrial and financial organ-
ization in his hand to use as he pleases in either political or busi-
ness affairs, is John K. Cowen, undoubtedly one of the ablest, 
most learned, most skilful, as well as one of the most industrious 
and most unscrupulous lawyers in the entire Country. And 
allied with Mr. ( 'Owen and the Railway Company are to be found 
many of the largest banking and other financial institutions of 
the city and state, together with the owners of several of the 
great industrial establishments—all backed by a collection of the 
ablest lawyers, gathered from all parts of the city and state. 
And all are out openly in the field, determined to destroy the 
old Democratic state and city organization and on its ruins build 
up a political machine of their own through which they expect to 
secure control not only of all public affairs of the State of Mary-
land and the City of Baltimore, but also dominate, to a large 
extent, the industrial as well as the general commercial devel-
opment of our people. 

"The State of Maryland and the City of Baltimore built and 
cherished the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. For half a century 
it has been the most highly favored of all the creations of our 
commonwealth. Money has been poured out for it in the most 
lavish way. The public funds of the city and state have been 
donated to its advancement from the Very start. Private citizens 
of every degree of wealth have subscribed to its securities and 
throughout its entire existence it has been the proudest boast of 
the city and stale, for the only state which has been the almost  

exclusive developer of all her railroads has been Maryland and 
in that particular our people have led all the States of the Union. 

"And now, alter all those years of nursing care and protec-
tion, with liberal legislation, and almost complete exemption 
from taxation, with privileges of all kinds far beyond those en-
joyed by roads in other states, this child of the people, now 
grown to great strength and vigor, has turned against its nurs-
ing and devoted mother, has joined the foes of the people to 
whom it owes its very existence, and, for a second time is making 
ready to smite down the authors of its being in order that cer-
tain ambitious schemers may be raised to power and to the con-
trol of public affairs." 
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CHAPTER LXXX. 

66 Now, gentlemen of the Democratic County Press," con-
tinued Senator Gorman, "I have asked you to meet me 

here to confer with you on the conditions which confront the 
loyal Democrats, not only at the present time, but which presage 
a tight for the very life of the party, which may continue for 
several years. I do not believe that all of you understand what 
a real crisis confronts us, what a great task we have before us, 
in this struggle for existence—and throughout the whole of 
which the main dependence is upon you, to place before the 
people of the state just what it all means, and what the effect 
of it will be to the welfare of the whole people of the common-
wealth. 

"As I said before, there is no real dependence to be placed in 
1 he daily papers of Baltimore. City. The American and the 
If eraid are both openly against the Democratic party—they are 
owned, managed and openly allied with our opponents. We can 
expect no aid from them, but rather active hostility in our 
struggle to keep Maryland in the Democratic column. 

"There is no hope of any steady support from the Sun. Its 
owner is a Democrat and the paper, in years past, has rendered 
great service to the party, and will probably continue to be nom-
inally allied with us, but it is at best uncertain, and at any time 
is likely to turn against us and do us all the damage it can, so 
t hat we never are certain how far its support can be relied upon, 
to carry out the policies of the party, as they may be determined 
upon by the leaders as the representatives of the rank and file of 
the Democratic voters of the state. 

— Our main dependen.ee, therefore, is upon you, as the hered-
itary advocates and defenders of the old, time tried and. time-
honored, principles of the Democrats of Maryland, as repre-
sented in our present efficient state and city organizations, which 
have functioned so loyally and efficiently for the past twenty 
years—have given the state and city honest, efficient and econ-
omical government, have reduced the tax rate and are prepared 
for a still further reduction when the legislature meets next  

winter, and, altogether have made Maryland one of the best 
rrd most economically governed states in the whole Union. 
"But. I want to warn you, I cannot impress the fact too strong-

ly upon you that the certain large and influential element or 
our party which allied itself with the Republicans two years ago 
is to be prepared to continue that alliance, and, backed by the 
great power and influence of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
Company, these people are laying their plans to crush out the 
life of our party organizations, and are even now making their 
preparations to overthrow and destroy us this year. There is 
no doubt of it, their plans are already perfected to put the Dem-
ocratic party, as it is at present constituted, completely out 
of power in the city and state, and already they are boasting 
as to what they intend to do. So confident are they of success 
in the election next November, that they are already parcelling 
out the offices, both executive, legislative and judicial, are openly 
saying to whom they intend to give the leadership, and what 
they expect to do in the way of legislation, when the General 
Assembly meets next winter. This time they are making no 
concealment of their plans. So confident are they of success, 
that in many cases they have already promised practically all 
the appointive offices, and announced their program. 

"The active head of this movement is John IC. Cowen, who is 
devoting muck of his time, his great talent for such work, and 
much of his energy to preparation for the accomplishment of 
his plans. And in all this he is actively aided by ex-Governor 
William T. Hamilton, General Bradley T. Johnson, Severn 
Teackle Wallis, and others, some of whom are not only leading 
and influential citizens, but men who have held high rank and 
attained high honor as Democrats, during the past twenty years. 
These men 'are prepared to follow Mr. Cowen and aid this Ohio 
Yankee to disrupt and destroy the party, which conferred on 
them its highest honors. It is rule or ruin with them. 

"And back of all this combination of able men, who. are al-
lied for the express object of capturing the organization of the 
Democratic party, and through it controlling the state, is the 
great Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company with its thousands of 
employees and its millions of dollars. Their mission is destruc-
tion first, and construction afterward. If they cannot gain con-
trol of the party organization, they are ready to join hands with 
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its hereditary foes and destroy it, expecting thus to be enabled 
to build up their own, organization and govern Maryland as 
they and their allies may wish. It is a great scheme, has great 
force back of it, and will take equally great determination and 
still greater force to defeat it. 

'`Now, gentlemen," continued the Senator, "I have given you 
an outline of the situation. Doubtless some of you know mat-
ters connected with this continued attack on the party, which 
are unknown to me. I hope, therefore, that all will give us a 
free and open expression as to their views on the subject, and 
then we will be better able to form some plan to counteract these 
attacks on the party, which are sure to increase in force as the 
summer progresses and the campaign for the election of the 
Democratic ticket in November grows in interest." 

CHAPTER LXXXI. 

w uEN Senator Gorman had concluded his statement as to the 
situation in the Democratic party, and especially that 

part. of it which referred to the sort of a fight which he expected 
would be made to overthrow the city and state organizations, Ito 
said: 

"Understand, gentlemen, this is a conference. I have not 
called you here to give out any orders or even requests, I want 
your advice, for I realize, that without your sincere cooperation, 
we are helpless, as I have reason to believe that the city pa-
pers will be either passive or openly hostile to any program 
which we may outline. Regardless of any views you may be-
lieve I have on the subject, please give me your own honest views 
on all these questions. It is the only way we can reach an un- 
derstanding as to what. it is best for us to do. 	I am sure that. 
the party, and especially the organization, is face to face with 
the most serious crisis which they have had to face since 1875." 

"Col. Baughman, editor of the Frederick Citizen, was the first 
to speak. lie said: 

"Senator, as I understand it, you feel assured that the Haiti 
more & Ohio Railway Company. under the direction of Mr. (ow- 
en. has reached a decision in this matter, and is determined to 
tight the party organization until it succeeds in putting it out of 
business—that with them it will be a fight. to the death. Is that 
your candid opinion?" 

"I have been informed that such is the ease," said the Sen-
ator. Cowen told me so as emphatically as he could. He said 
there would be no compromise, until the organization either sur-
rendered, repudiated me, or was defeated. In fact, he said there 
would be no compromise under any circumstances—that it would 
be war to the death." 

"I have no doubt that Mr. Cowen said it," said Col. Baugh-
man. "But I do not believe he meant it;  and if he did mean it, 
we should remember that he is not the owner of the Baltimore 
& Ohio, nor is he the whole Board of Directors, and I do not 
believe the directors have any such a plan in view, nor do 
believe they will back Mr. Cowen up in the furtherance of any 
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such a scheme. He wants to do all this. He wants to destroy 
your power in the public affairs of Maryland, and will do so if 
he can. And to that end, he will do all he can to turn the whole 
force of the Railway Company against you, and the organiza-
tion on which your power is based. And he is scheming to bring 
all that about in order to accomplish his purpose. 

"I know something about what, he is doing. I know that he is 
using all his great influence to persuade a majority of the di-
rectors to back up his plans, but he has not yet succeeded, al-
though he would like to have you believe that he has. 

"I know, also, that he is trying to persuade certain influential 
leaders in the city and counties to break away from your lead-
ership, and expects to succeed. He saw me a few days ago and 
broached the subject, assuring me that if I. and certain other 
county men who are allied with you, would break away, Rasin 
a.ould do likewise, and that would practically end tho fight.  I 
declined his overtures. Basin, I beliece. is still holding his prop-
osition under consideration. And, we all know that if Rasin 
can get money enough he will do anything Cowen wants him 
to do. And other city leaders are in the same boat. 

"But frankly, Senator, while I am ready to stand by 
you, as I have always done, no matter what my own judgment 
on the subject may be, I do not believe that Cowen will be ably 
to carry out his scheme to array the Railway Company in open 
warfare against the Democratic party. Nor do I believe that 
we will ever be able to array a united Democratic party against 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railway. Cowen tried that two years ago. 
It is true he lined Robert Garrett and a majority of the railway 
officials against us, but he failed utterly in his effort to line up 
the great army of the subordinate employees, a large proportion 
of whom are Democrats, and will vote the Democratic ticket no 
matter what may happen. 

"The whole truth seems to me to be. that Cowen's ambition 
ro dominate the state and city is the real issue, from his stand-
point. To a certain extent he is now the leading personality in 
the Railway Company, and through his influence there, he prac-
tically dominates the business affairs of Baltimore. He wants to 
dominate the polities of the state and city, and is ready to use the 
Railway Company as a basis on which to build up his political 
machine. 

"You, and your friends, are in his way. He is a man of un-
bounded ambition. With him, it is rule or ruin. If he cannot 
rule through the Democratic party, he is ready to wreck that 
party, and rule through the Republican party. He tried that 
two years ago, and failed. He is ready to try again, but he is 
not as strong as he was then. But I do not believe the real in-
terests hack of the Railway Company will back him. 

"It is well, however, that you have called this conference, 
so that the county editors may be prepared for anything that 
may confront them this fall. And I am sure that all of us, no 
matter what our personal views may be, will be ready to take up 
any gage that may he thrown down. Whether the challenger is 
the Baltimore & Ohio, Mr. Cowen, the Republican party, or any 
other force, you, as the leader, can rest asaured that you will 
have our loyal support." 
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CHAPTER LXXXII. 

A PTIal Col. Baughman had finished his statement in regard to 
the proposition Senator Gorman had presented to the edi-

tors for consideration, there was a general discussion, which was 
taken up in turn by all those present, and while there was much 
difference of opinion as to what should be done in order to 
strengthen the party lines, there was a decided opposition on the 
part of all the editors from the 'Western Maryland counties, to 
the views of the Senator in regard to the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
way Company. In this opposition, which in the end was cham-
pioned by Colonel Baughman himself, several of the Eastern 
Shore editors took a leading part, and it soon became evident 
that a majority of those present were averse to making that the 
dominant• issue in the approaching campaign—there were other 
issues which a majority considered more important, and sev-
eral of the older editors could see no reason at. that. time for 
placing any emphasis on the difference between the railway peo-
ple and certain of the party leaders. 

Mr. Joseph M. Street, editor of the Harford Democrat, and 
the dean of the county editors, was emphatic in his opposition to 
any formal line-up in the party on this subject. He alluded to 
the fact that for years, that is from the close of the reconstruc-
tion period after the Civil War. with the single exception of the 
campaign of 1885, two years before, the Railway Company and 
the Democratic party in the state had always been in close and 
friendly allianee, and had worked together in harmony for the 
interests of the party and the people. He asserted that the pres-
ent unfriendly relations had been brought about largely by the 
rivalry of certain individuals, and were personal, and he did 
not believe such matters should be taken up by the party—that 
the individuals concerned should settle them among themselves, 
and not drag the Democratic organization into a fight with the 
greatest, most important and most powerful business organiza-
tion in the state. 

Mr. Street stressed his appreciation of Senator Gorman's gremt 
services to the Democratic party, and said he was ready to do 
all in his power to aid the Senator in the attainment of what- 

ever ambitions he might have—that he appreciated the services 
he had rendered the party, and was pleased when he was chosen 
for another term in the Senate as a result of the election the 
year before—that he had done all in his power to bring about 
that result, although there had been considerable opposition to 
his course in Hanford County—that notwithstanding this local 
opposition he had supported the Senator for his second term. 
He did not believe, however, that the personal differences be-
tween Mr. Gorman and Mr. Cowen should be made party issues, 
and that he was opposed to any such action 

Mr. W. W. Busteed, editor of the Centreville Observer, then, 
as now, one of the most influential county papers in the state, 
backed up the views of Mr. 'Street. Mr. Busteed, in addition to 
his ability as an editor, ranked as one of the ablest and most 
prominent Democratic leaders on the Eastern Shore. He had 
been a member of the General Assembly the previous year and 
had voted for the reelection of Mr. Gorman. 

He was especially emphatic in his opposition to any break be-
tween the Democratic party and its old ally, the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railway Company. There was no connection in any way 
between his County (Queen Anne's) and that corporation, and 
he was not acquainted with any of its officials, so that he was 
speaking solely in the interest of the party and state, when he 
deprecated any act of hostility to that organization. 

He called attention to the fact that the Railway Company 
employed thousands of men, practically all of whom were Mary-
landers and Democrats, and that the road had been built and 
was largely owned by citizens of the state, and that the State 
and City of Baltimore were large owners of its securities, and 
some of the largest of the state's educational and charitable in 
stitutions had a considerable part of their funds invested in its 
storks and bonds, and were therefore to some extent dependent 
on its prosperity for their maintenance. 

"Mr. Busteed also insisted that it would be the height of folly 
for the Demoeratie party, as an organization, to take any part in 
such a fight so that which would be precipitated, should Senator 
Gorman's views prevail. Much as he admired and respected 
the Senator, looking upon him, as he did as the ablest man in the 
party, he must differ with him in this ease. Plainly, he said, 
it was a general impression that all this friction between the 
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Railway Company and the party was caused by the rival am-
bitions of the Senator himself and Mr. John K. Cowen. He said 
that he did not know that such was the fact, but that a large 
number of excellent citizens, members of the Democratic party, 
asserted that such was the case. He was loth to believe it, but 
there were many signs, that at the bottom of this whole trouble 
were the rival ambitions of these two able men. 

As a conclusion Mr. Busteed turned to Senator Gorman, and 
said: 

"I am ready to follow your leadership, Senator, to as a great 
an extent as any other man in the state. I favored your elec-
tion to the Senate seven years ago, when you were elected for 
the first time. I favored your reelection last year, and, as a 
member of the House of Delegates voted for you. I Look upon 
you as our greatest party leader, but I think you are going too 
far when you advocate a fight with the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
way Company, and I am opposed to any such a program." 

CHAPTER LXXXIII. 

T WAS clearly evident from the start, that Senator Gorman 
I had called the conference of the Democratic county editors 
of the state, for the express purpose of enlisting then in the 
crusade he had planned against the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
'onipany. While he did not say so in so many words, all that. he 

did say indicated that sue]] was his desire, and the speeches 
of Col. Baughman, editor of the Frederick Citizen; Mr. Street, 
of the Burford Democrat, and Mr. Busteed, of the Centreville 
Observer, three of the most influential party organs in Mary-
land, all of whom openly objected to any such a program, did 
not plea-se him, and he showed by the questions he asked from 
time to time during the course of the conference, that he did not 
like the attitude taken by these men, who, in addition to their 
newspaper connections were among the most powerful .county 
leaders in the Democratic party. He did not make any attempt 
to conceal his disappointment., and, as one editor after another 
canes out in accord with Messrs. Baughman. Street and Busteed, 
and expressed decided hostility to such a program, his chagrin 
became inure and more apparent, and he interrupted the speak-
ers to inject arguments of his own in favor of his plan. 

He said that ha had given this subject the closest study for 
several years. That he had come to the conclusion, even before the 
death of Mr. John W. Garrett, that it would only be a matter of 
a short time after that able and powerful executive had passed 
away, when the Democratic party in the state would be obliged to 
fight for its very existence, and that the greatest and most active 
enemy the party would have in that fight would be the Balti-
more & Ohio Company, and, that what he had expected was now 
going an, that the very life of the Democratic party in Mary-
land was at slake, and that at the head and front of the enemies 
of the party, was the great Railway Corporation, which had 
passed under the control of John K. Cowen, who, through his 
influence over Robert Garrett-, was able to use for his own per-
sonal ends, all the vast power of that great organization, and 
that. his admitted aim was to destroy the Democratic party or-
ganization, and that. the fight to accomplish his object had a]- 
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ready begun. The Senator wound up his appeal, after he had, in 
a conversational manner talked with the editors in turn, as fol-
lows: 

"That I ant disappointed at the position some of you have 
taken on this question, I must admit, and I am sure if I could 
make plain to you the great danger in which our party is placed, 
you would agree with me and take up this fight with all the vigor 
you possess. There is no doubt of it—the party is absolutely 
dependent on you in this fight, which is now quietly going on. 
It is true we won the first battle of this war, for it is going to 
he war from now on, last year when we won out in the city and 
state, but the next fight in the open, may have a different re-
sult, so I cannot impress it too forcibly upon you that the very 
life of the Democratic party in Maryland is at stake—I repeat 
the party is in serious danger, and the greatest strength of our 
enemies lies in the fact that they have at their back, the most 
powerful single influence in the state, that is the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railway Company, with its vast monetary resources, and 
its thousands of employees, all of which will he used without 
scruple against us—led by John K. Cowen, who is without 
doubt one of the ablest and most unscrupulous men in the state. 
He has stated openly that he intends to put us out. of power, 
that if we do not surrender, we will be crushed, and he snakes 
no mystery of his intentions. He calls it "a grim fight," that 
it will go on until our power is destroyed in both city and state. 
and he means it. Ho has at his back not only the Railway Com-
pany, but many of the most influential Democrats, who have 
left their party to aid him. He has also acquired control of thc. 
Republican party, with their thousands of negroes—an illiterate. 
non tax paying horde of voters, who will do his bidding, and vote 
as he decrees, and I have serious doubts as to the result of this 
fight, unless you, gentlemen, with your newspapers, join me in 
the preparation, on the line I have indicated for the real cam-
paign which will he started in a few weeks, for without you, we 
are practically helpless—of that there is not the slightest doubt. 

"I have talked over this situation with several of the leading 
citizens who are interested in the Baltimore & Ohio Company, 
and who are also personally interested in the Democratic party 
—some of them directors in the Railway Corporation. Without 
exception, all said the same thing. that they were opposed  

to the company taking any such a stand in the political affairs 
of the city and state, but that they were helpless—that Mr. Cow-
en and his allies were in such a position that they could do as 
they pleased, and that. if such was his desire Mr. ('owen could 
get the hacking of the Railway Company to any extent that he 
saw fit. and that it would be useless for them to interfere. 

"I must say again, the fight for the life of the party is before 
us, and that it will be a real fight, is certain, and Mr. Cowen 
says it will be a fight to the death. The question is, what part 
are you going take in it. Are you with us, or against us? Or are 
you going to sit silently on the fence, and see the party which 
you have been working for all your lives, wrecked and defeated, 
before your eyes, when your help would save its life? These are 
the questions which you must decide. Your interest, which is at 
stake, is as great as mine." 
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CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

I
T Nv.As a matter of surprise to all the county editors present 
when they realized that Senator Gorman was more persistent 

in his desire to persuade them to join in a concerted attack on 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, than he was in any 
other issue that might be brought to the front during the com-
ing campaign. He did not appear to think any otler matter 
which might be of interest to the people of the state, and es• 
pecially to the Democratic party, would be of any great impor-
tanee. He appeared determined to enlist us all in a hostile 
crusade against the Railway management—the one subject on 
which he placed the greatest stress, was that he appeared to be-
lieve was the increasing hostility between the people of Maryland 
and the great. state Railroad Corporation. He tried to convince 
us that the men who were in control of that organization were 
bent on the destruction of the power and influence of the Dem-
ocratic party, thus to be enabled to assume the sole direction and 
management of all public affairs in both city and state them-
selves. 

While, usually very cool and careful in his statements, even 
when they concerned matters and things in which he was inter-
ested, in discussing the presumed hostility of the Railway Com-
pany to his party on that occasion, his desire to influence the 
newspaper men to take his view of the subject, appeared to have 
overcome his usual prudence, and toward the close of the dis-
cussion he became angry at what he considered the obstinacy 
of several of those present and their refusal to adopt his plans, 
and agree to make that the paramount issue in the campaign. 
Nt times he lost his usually equable temper and when several 
of the gentlemen present flatly told him that they could see no 
force in his arguments, and when Mr. Busteed, of the Centre-
ville Observer, openly asked him if it was not a fight between 
himself and Mr. Cowen, rather than a fight between the Demo-
cratic party and the Railway Company, he completely lost. his 
temper, and denied, with much heat that such was the case. 

Mr. Busteed was quite as forcible in an argument as the Sen-
ator, and all his life was fearless in the expression of his  

views on public questions and public men. When the Senator 
asserted that it was not a personal quarrel between himself and 
Mr. Cowen, the Centreville editor sail: 

"I have listened with great care to all you have said, Senator, 
and, while you may not look upon this proposition you have 
made to us as based upon a desire on your part to enlist us, and 
through us the Democrats of the counties, in what at the bottom 
is a personal quarrel between you and Mr. Cowen, I am more 
and more of the opinion that I am right. I do not believe the 
people who control the Baltimore & Ohio Company have any 
hostile designs on the Demorcatie party, or the Democratic par-
ty organization. On the contrary, I am sure all these gentlemen, 
even including Mr. Cowen, and with two or three exceptions, 
all are Democrats, are interested in the party, and desire its suc-
cess, and are ready to aid in maintaining its supremacy in the 
city and state. 

"'Co tell the truth, I have made several careful inquiries on the 
very points on which you have placed so much emphasis, in what 
you have said. I have even talked with Mr. Cowen on the sub-
jeet, and he assured me that. the men in control of the Corpo-
ration, himself included, have every desire to aid the Democratic 
party to maintain control of the city and state—that their hos-
tility is not. to the party but to certain influential leaders, and 
that this opposition is not really to the leaders as individuals, 
but is directed to force them to do away with certain methods 
they have adopted, in maintaining their control of the party ma-
chinery, and are using it to their own personal advancement, and 

am free to say, that, in the main I agreed with what he said. 
And I am also free to say (and we may as well discuss this whole 
situation without gloves, now that you have brought it before 
us) that the two individuals whom he blamed most severely for 
this condition of apparent hostility, between the Company and 
the Democratic organization, are yourself and Mr. Resin. 

"I also had a talk with Mr. Resin on the subject. Ile and I 
have been lifelong friends, and, while I do not always agree with 
what he does, I hold him in the highest personal esteem, for I 
look upon him as one of the ablest leaders in the state. 

"And I shall not betray any confidence when I repeat to you 
and these gentlemen, what Mr. Resin said, for he assured me. 
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that he had said the same to you on several occasions, and that 
you thoroughly understood his position. 

"He said he would side with you and aid you in whatever 
course you might decide to follow, that your personal and po-
litical relations were of such a character that he felt obliged to 
aid you in this, or any other matter. But that. he thought the 
proposition to make the attack on the Baltimore & Ohio Com-
pany, was unwise and that there was no necessity for it, that there 
was no desire on the part of any of them to engage in a fight, and 
that all the troubles, or rather imaginary troubles he called them, 
could be settled, and the railway people and the Democratic 
leaders could work together in harmony as they had done for 
:so many years. 

"He also said that for some reason or other you had become 
impressed with the idea that Mr. Cowen had determined to over-
throw you, and deprive you of your party leadership. He said 
that Mr. Cowen undoubtedly would like to do it, but that he had 
become convinced, since the last election that it would be im-
possible to do so, and that therefore, he had given up all hope 
of accomplishing it, and that there was no reason for any con-
flict of interests between himself and his friends, and you and 
your friends, and, that while he was ready for a fight, if it be-
came necessary to protect the interests of his Corporation, he 
could see no necessity for anything of the sort, and hoped that 
the peace which now existed would not be broken, and that it 
would continue indefinitely." 

CHAPTER LXXXV. 

nE determination of Senator Gorman to force his personal 
relations with Mr. Cowen on the county editors as the one 

important issue of the 1887 raiclNigo surprised ail, even those 
who were closest to the Senator, and who were supposed to be in 
his confidence, not only in political, but also in personal matters. 

No one in the state was supposed to be closer to Mr. Gorman 
than Colonel Baughman, editor of the Frederick Citizen, and 
the Senator's right hand man in the Western Maryland coun-
ties where the influence of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Com-
pany was greater than in any other part of the state, and it was 
evident from what. he said that the "Little Napoleon of West-
ern Maryland," as Colonel Baughman was familiarly known, 
did not agree with his chief on the subject. It soon became evi-
dent to the Senator that the "Bulwark of the Democratic par-
ty," as he often spoke of the county newspapers, were not in 
aeeord with his views—that with a few unimportant exceptions 
they would oppose taking up his fight. with Mr. Cowen, and 
would vigorously oppose any attempt that might he made to 
drag into the campaign about to start. any matters that would 
involve the party anti the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company 
in an attitude of hostility to each other. And the Senator gave 
emphatic evidence of his surprise and his bitter chagrin at the 
unexpected situation which confronted him 

There is no doubt but• that he expected the entire Democratic 
county press of the state to take up his side of the controversy 
and back him up in his determination to make the Railway Com-
pany the dominant issue at the coming state election. In the 
campaign of 1885 these papers with practical unanimity NO 
backed him in his fight. for reelection to the Senate for his sec-
ond term—and there is no doubt of the fact. that at that time 
the Democratic party county newspapers, together, made up the 
controlling, force of publie opinion in the Nullities of the state. 
They had a combined circulation of more than a hundred thou-
sand. They reached the homes of practically all the conservative 
Democratic taxpayers in the counties. Among their editors were 
some of the ablest writers of Maryland. A large proportion of 



them were college graduates, and practically all were of the old 
Colonial Maryland stock—descendants of families which had 
been prominent in the state front the earliest day—and all were 
devoted to Maryland and were anxious to maintain the honor 
and credit of the state above all other things, and they were not 
ready to do anything which they believed would jeopardize, or 
cast discredit on their honored commonwealth—even to please 
Senator Gorman, whom alI acknowledged as the leader of their 
party, and whom all were ready to follow in all matters which 
they might consider would be for the best interest of the state 
and party. 

At that time the Republican party in Maryland, except in the 
counties of the Western part of the state, was made up almost 
entirely of illiterate Negroes, and a minority of scheming, un-
principled whites—in fact, in a large part of the state at that' 
time Republicans were held in bad repute, so bad in fact that in 
many sections when a Republican, either white or black, called 
at the house of any of the old-time Maryland gentlemen, he was 
sent around to the kitchen door. The feeling engendered by the 
Civil War had not- died down, and in some places it has not 
died out even now (1927) and the editors of the local Demo-
cratie papers were decidedly averse to following any course, 
even to gratify Senator Gorman, which might in the end bring 
about an alliance between the state's great Railway Corpora-
tion and the Republicans (all of which actually happened 
through Gorman's machinations in 1895) and thus put the 
hated, and despised "black and tan party" in power. 

And it. was openly stated at the meeting under consideration 
that there were important and vital business reasons, which 
would influence the editors against taking up the Senator's prop-
osition. It was told him, in the most positive manner, that the 
Railway Company was one of the largest advertisers in their col-
umns, and, what. was of equally great importance that all were 
riding on free passes given them by the Company. One of the 
editors in order to emphasize his reasons for refusing to enter 
into any agreement to take up the Gorman fight, pulled his Bal-
timore & Ohio pass out of his pocket, and said : "Why, the Bal-
timore & Ohio has been bringing me to Washington and to other 
parts of the state, especially to Baltimore, for years, and I have 
just received from them a cheek for a considerable amount for  

advertising, and I know that we have all reached Washington 
today, free of expense, because of the courtesy of this Railway 
Company. And I know that you also, Senator Gorman, have 
been riding on a Baltimore & Ohio pass for years, and have one 
now. If the county newspapers have any better friend in Mary-
land than this Railway Company, I have never heard of it." 
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CHAPTER LXXXVI. 

SENATOR Gorman, when he realized after what had been said 
by the editors of the papers, who were present at this con-

ference, that he could not look for help in his proposed erusade 
against the Baltimore & Ohio, from any of those whose journals 
had real influence among the people, became really angry, and 
did not hesitate to express his displeasure, as well as his great 
disappointment, at what he clearly saw would be the outcome of 
his meeting—called especially for the purpose of lining them up 
back of his proposition. And that none of us could entertain 
and doubt as to his feelings, in regard to the course we were pre-
pared to follow, he said: 

"All that I have said to you, gentlemen, has been dictated by 
my sincere interest for the future welfare of the Democratic 
party, in which you ought to have a more vital concern than I. 
for I am only the chosen servant of the people of the state to 
represent them in the Senate at Washington. 

"Without egotism, I can truthfully say that I know much 
more about all these matters than you can possibly know, for 
I have been in close, personal contact with them more than any 
of you, and I am sure that my views of this ease between the 
Democratic organization and the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
Company are accurate, and the great fight the party will have 
in the future, the fight which will really be a life and death 
struggle, will be with this great Railway Corporation, this oc-
topus, which is preparing, day after day, to usurp and control 
all the power in the state, both business and political. It aims 
to control all the officials of the state, the counties and the City 
of Baltimore, for its own selfish purposes. It also aims to control 
the Senators and members of the House of Representatives of 
Maryland, at Washington. 

"Under the domination of Mr. Cowen, the Company is pre-
paring plans to put out of public life, as well as out of business 
life, every man or organization which may show the least oppo-
sition to any of its schemes—and, in order to succeed in any-
thing of importance, whether political or otherwise, all must bow 
down beneath the yoke of this ambitious alien from Ohio, all of  

whose views are out of harmony with the views of the great ma-
jority of the people of this state, no matter what their party 
alliances may be—the great masses of the citizens of Maryland 
will never really be in harmony with the ideas of Mr. Cowen and 
his allies. 

"But we ran do nothing of moment. to early this fight to a 
successful conelusion without the active and loyal aid of the 
Democratic newspapers of the counties. As I have often said. 
before this, you, gentlemen, with your newspapers form the 
great bulwark of the Democratic party in Maryland. We can 
place no dependence in the city newspapers, they will be either 
openly hostile, or lukewarm in any fight. They are tied up with. 
interests whieli are largely indifferent or hostile to the fate of 
our party, and, our whole dependence for publicity, for placing 
our views before the conservative people of the counties, upon 
which the fate of this fight  will depend. rests with you. It is up 
to you to decide it all. 

"I am free to admit that the hostility you have shown here 
today is one of the greatest. disappointments of my life. It is 
one of the greatest surprises, for, I had no idea that. any of you 
would take such a stand. After the great fight we won last year 
against the combined forces of the Railway Company, the so-
(tailed independents in our party, and the united Republican 
forces of the state, I never for a moment, imagined that any of 
you held such views as you have here expressed today. I had 
no doubt that you all knew that this (selling fight would be no 
more than a continuation of last year's fight, and that it would 
not only be based on the same issue, but would be against the 
same enemies. There is no change; you may imagine them is, 
but there is not.. Our opponents have not changed, they are the 
same people, are holding the same views, and wish to accomp-
lish the same ends. They started out to destroy us—they failed 
to do so last year, but they have not given up the fight. Me. 
Cowen and his allies may tell Mr. Busteed, Mr. Winchester, Col. 
Baughman, and the others, that their fight is not against the 
Democratic party, or the Democratic organization, that it is di-
rected solely against me, but they do not mean it—I am. only 
one of the objects of their hostility. They are after the party, 
and their aim is to put it out of business for all time. They are 
using their hostility to me, as a pretense. Their real enmity is 



to the party organization, and Cowen has told me on more than 
one occasion, that they du not intend to give up this fight until 
they have not only put one out of politics, but have also destroyed 
what he calls, our 'rotten and corrupt party machine.' 

"But, without you and your newspapers, we can do little. We 
may be compelled to postpone the tight for a future campaign, 
if you refuse to take it up this year—but it will only be a post-
ponement. It is bound to come. If not this year, or the next 
year, or the next, it will come; and the longer it is delayed, the 
more difficult will be the fight. I cannot carry it on alone; if 
you go back on me I shall be obliged to wait until you realize 
that I am right in the whole matter; that my views on this sit-
uation are correct; and then it may be too late. A delay may be 
fatal; it is certainly dangerous—let us hope, however, that the 
delay may not be too greatly prolonged. 

"Now, as I do not think there will be anything gained by 
further discussion of this subject at the present time, 1 want to 
ask as a favor, and especially because I believe it to be to the vital 
interest of the party, that no public report be made by any of 
you, either verbally or in your papers, or this conference, or of 
anything that was said here; do not tell anything about our talk 
to anyone. 

"And think this all over carefully, and let me know if at any 
time, your views have undergone a change. 

"And I ant sure that before another year has passed, you will 
agmee with. my views." 

CHAPTER LXXXVII. 

W ErEN Senator Gorman had finished his talk to the county 
editors, as stated in the last chapter, he took us one at a 

time off in a corner of the room, and made personal appeals to us 
individually, to stand by him in his fight against the Baltimore 
& Ohio. He insisted, to each of us, that. it was not a personal 
fight between himself and Mr. Cowen for party leadership—
that the question of leadership had been settled the year before 
when he had been reelected to the Senate by such an overwhelm-
ing majority, which clearly indicated that the Democrats of the 
state were satisfied with him. 

And while he was holding these individual conferences the 
rest of the editors were gathered in a group discussing what the 
Senator had said. The stress he had laid upon the importance 
of what he called the "vital issue," was surprising to all, even 
to those who were closest to hint personally, and whose political 
fortunes were allied to those of the Senator, and all of whom 
had been his supporters in his fight for party leadership. While 
all had known that the relations between the Senator and the 
Railway management were not friendly, there had been no inti-
mation that they had reached the stage of hostility, which was 
clearly evident from what he h.ad said—indeed all of us had 
looked upon it as rather a personal struggle between the Sen-
ator and some of his allies on the one hand, and Mr. Cowen and 
certain of the older Democrats, whom Mr. Gorman had put out 
of power during the course of his contest for party leadership, 
which had reached its culmination when he defeated William 
Pinkney Whyte for the Senate in 1880, and had continued until 
two years before, when he gained another triumph in his second 
election to the Senate. 

With possibly one or two exceptions, all the editors present 
were what were known as old-time regular, organization party 
men. They were anxious to unite the factions, so that contests 
within the party should be ended. They were all tired of having 
to fight each other at every campaign and were ready to meet 
the so-called reforming element. half way, in order to bring about 
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unity of action. Year after year, they saw the Republicans in-
creasing in strength, and slowly gaining chancier for their par-
ty by the acquisition of men of influence and high standing in 
the community, and the dying out of the old bloody shirt feuds, 
and hatred engendered by the Civil War. They could see no 
gain, from a party standpoint, in continuing these internal quar-
rels and jealousies—and were determined to do all in their power 
to secure peace within the Democratic ranks throughout the 
state. 

And now, when the outlook was bright. for peace, there comes 
Senator Gorman with a demand for the injection of a new issue, 
which would intensify the trouble, and bring into the field a 
most powerful foe—the most powerful foe the party in the state 
had ever had during its entire history, and possibly result in 
temporary confusion, which, in the end, would bring on a real 
party defeat. No reason could be brought forward, of sufficient 
force, to warrant any such action, and, there was no doubt of the 
fact, the editors were opposed to any such a program—Mr. Gor-
man's arguments had not brought conviction to any of them, 
even after he had almost begged them. collectively and individ-
ually, to join with him, and back up his proposed fight. 

Usually, in such conferences, and Senator Gorman as a skilled 
politician was a great believer in conferences, he had his own 
way, and not one of those present had ever known him to ap-
pear so persistent. and determined to force his views, as he was 
on that day. Calm and unruffled as he ordinarily was, at all 
times, he rarely became excited when engaged in such discus-
sions, but on the occasion under consideration, he was not only 
persistent in his endeavor to force his views on the others, he, at 
times became really angry, when he found that he was not meet-
ing with success. He became especially angry with Col. Baugh-
man when that gentleman differed with him on every point he 
presented. In fact, the colonel was as determined in his oppo-
sition to Mr. Gorman's scheme, as the Senator was favorable to 
it, and both gentlemen, at times, became bitterly personal in 
their remarks to each other. 

At one time the Senator bluntly told the Colonel that. he was 
not presenting his own views on the subject, but was opposing 
him because his father-in-law (the late A. S, Abell, founder of 
the Baltimore Sun) had advised him what course to take. This 

Mr. l3augliman indignantly denied and said he not only had 
never mentioned the subject- to Mr. Abell, but did not have any 
idea as to the view of that distinguished gentleman on the mat-
ter, and that he never had heard a word as to what course the 
Baltimore Run would take, should the question ever come clearly 
before the public for discussion. 

At last, after increased bitterness appeared evident, and there 
seemed to be no indication that there would he any sort of an 
agreement. Senator Gorman closed the session. 
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CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 

T HE determined effort of Senator Gorman to enlist the Demo-
cratic county papers in his proposed crusade against the 

Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company was renewed from time to 
time, but he never tried to win them. over as a body. All his 
later efforts were devoted to arguments, of all kinds, addressed 
to individuals—that is, he would, at intervals, invite one of the 
editors to dine with him, either at his home in Wasitignton, to 
his country residence near Laurel, where he passed the summer, 
or at the party headquarters in Baltimore when they were open, 
which, in those days, was practically all the time, or at least 
two or three days in every week. In this way he succeeded in 
enlisting three or four of the most influential of the profession, 
one of whom was Francis M, Cox, of the Port Tobacco Times, at 
that time one of the ablest newspaper writers in the state. In the 
end, Mr. Cox was really the only editor who took up the cudgels 
of the anti-Railroad side, with any degree of enthusiasm and 
force, and he made several tours of the counties, to argue with 
his journalistic confreres, to join with him in what he said was 
"a necessary movement to preserve the integrity and power of 
the Democratic organization"—in other words, he asserted, 
wherever he went, that the. Demoeratie party was in danger of 
losing control of Maryland. as he went around the counties, from 
time to time, he was earnest in his pleas for the enlistment of all 
the county papers, as absolutely necessary "to save the life of 
the party." 

He met with very indifferent success. Ile did secure half-
hearted encouragement from some of the less influential of the 
number, but a very large proportion of the ablest of the frater-
nity could not be convinced that there was any danger to the 
party, from anything the great Railway Company could do, and 
they doubted his assertions that. the Company had any real 
designs on the party, or any desire "to take away its life," as he 
insisted, was its purpose. 

It was a noticeable fact that not one of the several forceful 
Democratic papers published in the nine Eastern Shore counties 
joined Mr. Gorman in his proposed, and, in the end, attempted  

crusade. The Eastern Shore Press was at all times more in-
dependent of machine domination than the Press of the Southern 
and Western Maryland counties. And the strange part of this 
is, that. the papers of the counties on the Peninsula had never 
had any connection of importance with the Baltimore & Ohio 
Company. On the eontrary, while the Baltimore & Ohio had 
not a mile of track on the shore, its great rival, the Pennsylva-
nia Company, had control of all the railway mileage of 
that section of the state, and it was well known that this 
road which was controlled in Philadelphia, through its 
agents, was using all its influence to enlist the papers published 
along its lines to aid Mr. Gorman, that it was backing the Sen-
ator with all its forceful influence, not only in all his political 
:ispirations, but was especially urgent in aiding him in all his 
schemes to destroy, not only the influence of the Baltimore & 
Ohio I 'Ianpany, but to involve it in financial ruin—for at the 
time, and for years afterward, when the great Maryland Cor-
poration, finally almost ruined, was thrown into a receivership, 
the Pennsylvania Corporation devoted its power and large finan-
cial resources to that end. The war between the two rival com-
panies was not only one of the outstanding features of every 
session of the General Assembly, at Annapolis, but, at times, 
extended to the National Congress at Washington, where Sen-
ator Gorman. aided vigorously by the Senators from Pennsyl-
vania, Senator McPherson of New Jersey, Senator Frey of 
Maine, and other Senators, whose names the writer has forgot-
ten. waged a secret and at times open warfare against almost 
every move the Maryland Company made at the National Capi-
tal. The only wonder is, as the writer looks hack over those long 
gone years and the events here chronicled as of that time, that. 
the Baltimore & Ohio, in view of the great power and unscrupu-
lous methods of its extraordinary enemies, WaS able to hold out. 
as long as it did—hut, under the leadership of Mr. Cowen it 
made what. was undoubtedly the gamest and bravest fight ever 
made in a similar situation. It was a fight against the most pow-
erful, determined and unscrupulous band of railway wreckers 
and business pirates, that this country has ever produced—all of 
whom were men whose business and moral character was sup-
posed to be of the highest sort, and yet they banded together in 
no unholy conspiracy to destroy the fortunes, and, in some in- 
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Ntanv es the personal reputations of men who were engaged in a 
great public enterprise, and whose predecessors had done more 
io advance the industrial prosperity of several states, than their 
-.elfish opponents had ever even attempted to do. 
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CHAPTER LXXXIX. 

T HE complete failure of Senator Gorman to enlist the power-
ful Democratic county newspapers, in support of his war on 

the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, resulted in a marked 
cessation of all hostile movements by the State and City organi-
zations against that great business enterprise, and, to all outward 
appearances, there was a temporary truce between the heretofore 
warring forces. To such an extent was this the case, that there 
was no perceptible hostility manifested by either side to the con-
troversy during the state campaign of 1887, as a result of which 
Elihu E. Jackson was elected Governor, and the whole Demo-
cratic ticket was chosen, although by a reduced majority. Mr. 
Cowen took no active part in the fight, and it was a well-known 
fact that Mr. Jackson was not at all unfriendly to the Baltimore 
& Ohio Company, and, although he was a close friend and politi-
cal ally of Senator Gorman, he deprecated any manifestation of 
hostility toward either the Railway Company or Mr. Cowen—
and he refused, with emphasis, to allow any anti-railway, or 
anti-Cowen feeling, to have any effect on his acts during his en-
tire administration. Governor Jackson frequently said that he 
was opposed to the party, as a party or the city and state organi-
zations, as organizations, entering into any alliance of a hostile 
character against. corporations or business concerns—unless there 
should be the strongest evidence that such corporations and 
concerns.wcre using their influence, in a corporate or organized 
capacity, against duty nominated candidates of his party during 
the pendency of political campaigns—the fact that Mr. Cowen 
was hostile to the leadership of Senator Gorman, should not 
furnish any legitimate reasons for the Democratic party 
organization or a Democratic city and state administra-
tion, using their powerful influence to injure the great-
est single corporation in Maryland. And, during his en-
tire career not only when he was Governor. but later on when 
he was a member of the State Senate. Indeed, all his really 
great personal influence during his long and honorable career. 
not only as Governor. but as State Senator from Wieomieo 
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County, and earlier, as member of the House of Delegates, was 
exerted to prevent friction, and to secure peace between the 
business interests, both public, corporate and private, and the 
officials in control of the city, county and state governments. 
And when the fight between Mr. Cowen and the Railway Com-
pany on the one hand, and Senator Gorman and his followers 
on the other, broke out in open warfare, he did not cease to keep 
up his work as a peacemaker. On several occasions, he tried 
to bring the Senator and Mr. Cowen together, in order that there 
might be found some basis of agreement; and on one notable 
occasion he arranged a meeting between the two in the com-
mittee room of Senator Brice, of Ohio, in the Capitol at 'Wash-
ington The meeting was said to have lasted fur more than two 
hours. There were present Senators Gorman and Brice, Mr. I. 
Freeman Rasin, then the undisputed boss of Baltimore City, 
Mr. Thomas M. Lanahan, of Baltimore City, and two or three 
others whose names the writer has forgotten, together with Gov-
ernor Jackson, and Prank Brown, who succeeded Mr. Jackson 
as Governor of the state. 

It was reported at the time that the meeting would have re-
sulted in the establishment of peace, had it not been for the dis-
turbing presence of Mr. Lanahan, whom many well-informed 
people of that time, believed to have been the underlying cause 
of all the trouble. Frank Brown, who was especially friendly 
to Mr. Cowen, said afterward .that Mr•. Lanahan was the cause 
of the break-up of the meeting, without action. To this view 
he was backed up by Mr. Rosin, who was always opposed to any 
hostility on the part of the Democratic party to Mr. Cowen 
and the Railway Company. These two gentlemen said, at nu-
merous times, later in life, that Mr. Lanahan had been scheming 
for years to get control of the Railway Company, and that. it 
was his malign influence which had led Senator Gorman to enter 
into the plot, or conspiracy, as they called it, to overthrow the 
interests and individuals who owned and controlled Maryland's 
greatest business enterprise, to which the Senator devoted nearly 
all of his public life, which led to his overthrow in 1895, and to 
the crushing defeat of his party in the election of that year. 
As long as Mr. Brown was Governor, that is from 1892 to 1896, 
he kept the matter in the background, except during the last  

six months of his administration, when the Gorman intioenee 
overwhelmed him, and captured both the city and state organi-
zations, and rendered the Governor helpless before the attacks 
of the Senator, Mr. Lanahan and their allies. He then gave 
up the fight for peace, never attempted to interfere again with 
the Gorman-Lanahan plans, and passed the remainder of his 
term as Executive of the State, practically aloof from the fight. 
which soon became really red-hot, the reform elements of the 
Democratic party, which favored the elimination of the railroad 
question from party politics, and the Gorman elements, which 
were ready to follow the Senator to any lengths to which he 
might wish to go, without asking any questions as to the right 
or wrong, or even the political expediency of such a course. 
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CHAPTER XC. 

T HE election of Frank Brown to the Governorship, in 1891—
continued the era of the truce between the Railway Com-

pany and Senator Gorman, and his allied conspirators, which 
had existed during the administration of Governor Jackson from 
1888 to that time—the truce was only on the surface, however, 
so far as Gorman and Lanahan were concerned, for, in every 
way possible they were using their efforts to undermine the 
credit of the Baltimore & Ohio Company, to aid its rivals, espe-
cially the Pennsylvania Company, in its plans to thwart, in every 
way possible, the development and prosperity of the Maryland 
Corporation—for at that time there was no secret of the plans 
of the Pennsylvania people—aided by Gorman and Lanahan, 
they were, to use the words of Mr. Kenney, the superintendent 
of that company, "After the Baltimore & Ohio with hammer 
and tongs, and did not propose to stop until they had driven 
Cowen and his crowd out of control, not only of the property, 
but also out of the political field in Maryland, and elsewhere, 
wherever its lines extended." And, it was known, that Gorman 
and Lanahan and their political allies, were doing all in their 
power to aid in the accomplishment of these plans. But Gov-
ernor Jackson and his successor, Governor Brown, were opposed 
to all this, and were particularly hostile to any alliance, whose 
object was to tie up the Democratic party organization and the 
state government, with forces whose object was to interfere with 
the prosperity and development of any business enterprise, es-
pecially such as the Baltimore & Ohio Railway. So, during the 
greater part of the eight years covered by the Jackson and Brown 
administrations, there were few open manifestations of hos-
tility—but the conspirators were not idle—Gorman and Lanahan 
and their allies were at work all the time—they never lost an 
opportunity to get in some vicious cracks at Mr. Cowen and the 
others, who were in control of the corporation—they had a se-
cret publicity service, which, week after week, sent throughout 
the state and county newspaper articles and paragraphs, directed 
4,ainst those who stood hi their way, and while the county papers 
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throughout the state were opposed to the anti-Railway alliance, 
proposed by the Senator, many of those insidious paragraphs 
and poisoned articles found their way into print, especially dur-
ing the Brown campagin, in the summer and fall of 1891. So 
evident. did it become that the Gorman allies were endeavoring 
to ally their cause before the people with their anti-railway 
propaganda, that Mr. Brown protested to Senator Gorman, who 
at the same time was a candidate for reelection to the United 
States Senate—and as there was no really serious opposition 
to the whole Democratic ticket, including the reelection of Mr. 
Gorman by the General Assembly when that body should meet 
the next. year. In his shrewd mind the Senator realized that 
he would gain a decided advantage should he have, as one of 
the issues of the campaign, the railway question, in view of the 
fact that the Republican fight was a joke—and should the rail-
way issue be injected, it could be claimed that the great ma-
jority, which was sure to be polled for the Democratic ticket 
was an endorsement of his schemes against the Baltimore & Ohio. 
To all this, Mr. Brown was opposed, and determined to prevent 
it if possible. 

The writer of these sketches was at that time acting as press 
agent. for Mr. Brown, in his campaign. After a conference, it 
was determined to call on Senator Gorman and talk the matter 
over with him. This determination was hastened by the fact 
that Mr. Cowen and the Baltimore & Ohio interests were openly 
supporting the Democratic ticket, and through Mr. Cowen, had 
earnestly protested to the gubernatorial candidate against the 
publicity of a hostile character, that was given in certain Dem-
ocratic county papers, in regard to the railway interests. 

Before calling on Senator Gorman to protest, the editors of 
certain papers which had published the matter to which Mr. 
Cowen objected, were invited to Baltimore, and asked by Mr. 
Brown to explain the reason for their action, which, the guber-
natorial candidate insisted, was really a breach of faith—as it 
had been the understanding, to which Senator Gorman had 
agreed, that the railway question should not enter into the cam-
paign. In explanation, the three editors who were present (they 
were Joseph M. Street, of the Harford Democrat, Charles H. 
Vanderford. of the Westminster Advocate, and Francis M. Cox, 
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of the Port Tobacco Times, the ablest and most influential county 
editors in the state at that time), said that Senator Gorman had 
sent the copy to them, with the request that it should be pub-
lished as a personal favor to him; and on that account the pub-
lication had been made. It also developed at this conference, 
that several other editors had received the same request from 
the Senator, and had not yet decided what course to take in 
the matter—that all realized that it was a blunder, and should 
not be repeated for party reasons, if for no other. 

CHAPTER XCI. 

THAT this proof that Senator Gorman, in his underhand. way, 
was endeavoring to mix up the anti-Baltimore & Ohio 

question, to mix up his personal hostility to Mr. Cowen with 
the state campaign for Governor, the legislature, and other state 
offices, the candidate for Governor (Frank Brown) was filled 
with indignation, and swore like a trooper—and he was noted 
so as one of the most profane men in public life. He insisted 
that. the three editors, Messrs. Street of the Harford Democrat, 
Vanderford of the Westminster Advocate, and Cox of the Port 
Tobacco Times, should go with him to Laurel, where the Sena-
tor was resting at his home "to have it out with him," as he 
said. And without delay after notifying Mr. Gorman that we 
were about to start, we took a train at Camden Station and about 
two o'clock reached Fairview, where we found Mr. Gorman seat-
ed on the porch, awaiting our visit. The writer was taken along 
to make a report as the candidate's press agent, should it be 
needed for publication. 

After the customary salutations, in which the Senator greeted 
us with polite cordiality, Mr. Brown opened the discussion, for 
it turned out to be a discussion, which lasted until the evening 
shadows were gathering over the surrounding hills of Howard 
and Prince George's. 

The candidate for Governor was definite, positive and em-
phatic in what he said to the Senator. He recalled to him the 
agreement which had been made early in the campaign, in which 
it was positively understood that the anti-Cowen and anti-Rail-
way matter, which Mr. Brown insisted was personal rather than 
political, should have no place as issues in the contest, and that 
for the time should be kept in the background. That Mr. Cowen 
and his friends were loyally backing the whole state tieket, from 
the candidate for Governor down, knowing that the General 
Assembly to be elected would reelect Mr. Gorman to the Senate, 
and that it was clearly and emphatically agreed, that the con-
troversy with the Railway Company, and especially the personal 
differences between Mr. Cowen and the Senator, were to have 
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no part in the campaigning in any part of the state. That 
with this understanding the work of the campaign had been 
started—that a press bureau had been formed, the expense of 
which Mr. Brown was paying out of his own pocket, and that 
he himself, was overlooking the whole business, was examining 
and passing on all the press matter that was sent out, and that 
he was careful to see that nothing of a character to violate the 
agreement with Mr. Cowen and his friends was allowed to go 
out to the Democratic county papers, all of which were publish-
ing, week after week, a large amount of matter, in support, 
not only of the candidates for the State offices, but also an equal-
ly and generous and forcible amount of matter favorable to the 
reelection of Senator Gorman. He was surprised, therefore. 
to receive a call from Mr. Cowen who complained that the agree-
ment. was not observed, but that in certain papers, notably the 
Port Tobacco Times, the Harford Democrat, and the Westmister 
Advocate, sandwiched in the matter sent out. from his bureau, 
v.,ere statements bitterly hostile to Mr. Cowen personally and to 
the Baltimore & Ohio Company, as enemies of the Democratic 
party, and, practically making these matters campaign issues, 
more important in their character, than the issues presented in 
the Democratic platform. In fact., the evident conclusion to be 
drawn from these surreptitious publications, was that the Dem-
ocratic party contest was especially directed against Mr. Cowen 
and the railway interests, which he represented. 

When he had reached this stage of his remarks to the Sena-
tor, Mr. Brown became very indignant, and said: 

"Now, Senator, this is not fair to me, nor is it fair to the 
party whose candidate for Governor I am by a unanimous vote 
of the State Convention. There is no such issue before the peo-
ple, and your candidacy for reelection is so well entrenched. 
that. this matter cannot• be made an issue—and I am opposed to 
any such tactics, and it. must be stopped. And to my surprise. 
I have learned. not only from these gentlemen here, who are 
your friends and supporters as well as mine, that you are re-
sponsible—that the matter in question came from you. with the 
request that it be inserted as a part of the campaign material 
which I sent out—in fact Mr. Street, who is here to verify what 
I say, tells me, that it was sent by yonr secretary, to him, with  

instructions to insert it in the way it was, so that it. would ap-
pear to be a part of the article as originally prepared. And Me. 
Street, Mr. Vanderford and Mr. Cox, all of whom rank as among 
the ablest and most loyal Democratic editors in Maryland, whose 
papers are among the most influential in the counties, have told 
me that when they talked to you about it, and expressed their 
doubts as to the policy of using it, you said without hesitation, 
that your object was to bring the whole business before the peo-
ple, as a part of the issues to be discussed, and decided by the 
election, 

"These gentlemen are here to speak for themselves, and, if 
I misquote them they are at liberty to correct me. and, the con-
clusion I drew front what they said was that you were de-
termined to get this anti-Cowen anti-Railway discussion before 
the people in some form, and that was the best that could he 
devised—that it would have to be settled how the party stood, 
at some time, and that now, when there was every indication 
that the Democratic majority would be overwhelming in its size, 
was an ideal time to take it up. and have the people of the state, 
Iet it be known what their views were on the subject." 
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CHAPTER XCII. 

IN a former chapter, it was related that Frank Brown, the 
Democratic nominee for Governor, together with -Messrs. 

Cox, Street and Vanderford, editors of three of the leading coun-
ty papers, had visited Senator Gorman at his home near Laurel, 
to protest against any further attempt on his part to inject the 
controversy with the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company and 
John K. Cowen, into the pending campaign. 

Mr. Brown was not only positive, but was indignant and em-
phatic in his hostility to what he called the Senator's under-
hand work, and voiced his opposition to the Gorman program. 
In addition to what he said, as related in a former chapter, he 
said: 

"Now Senator, this whole business must stop at once, or I 
shall come out in the press and on the stump, and denounce it. 
The understanding was definite and positive, when I became the 
candidate for Governor, that nothing was to be said about your 
differences with Mr. Cowen and the Railway  Company—that 
your fight for reelection was to be made solely on your record 
in defeating the Force Bill in the Senate, and the fight for the 
state offices was to be made solely on questions affecting the taxa-
tion laws of the state, and, on this basis, we made an agree-
ment with Mr. Cowen and the railway people, to which agree-
ment you became a party, and to which you gave your open 
and unqualified assent. Mr. Cowen now comes to me, in fact 
has come to me several times, and accused us of having violated 
the agreement several times, and has presented the proof, in 
the form of articles sent out by our press bureau, as he alleges, 
in which the personal hostility you and certain of your friends 
are known to hold against. Mr. Cowen and the railway inter-
ests, are so presented as to make them part of the issues of the 
campaign. There arc no such issues. Our press bureau has 
sent out no such press matter, and we have found, upon investi-
gation, that all this stuff was sent out from your office in Wash-
ington. by your secretary, with instructions, presumably given 
by you, that it should be inserted as it was, as a part of the  

publicity matter prepared under my direction. These gentle-
men, who are present, in whose papers the matter was published, 
have corroborated and will again corroborate, all that I have 

said, and am now saying on the subject, and I am justly in-
dignant that such a breach of faith, of which I am not guilty, 
and of which I had no part, should be laid at my door. So I 
have conic here to insist that it be stopped, and at once." 

While Mr. Brown was thus expressing his indignant objection 
to the Senator, that gentleman sat looking at him with his usual 
cold and cynical expression, apparently unmoved and indif-
ferent to what had been said. When the candidate had finished, 
and sat down, facing the Senator, in a soothing sort of a way, 
as if he were talking to an obstreperous boy, Senator Gorman 
said: 

"Now Frank, there is nothing for you to get excited about, 
and nothing for you to become hysterical over, in all this busi-
ness. The situation is now so well in hand that your election 
and that of the ticket is so well assured that it. can be considered 
as an ended fight—in fact it never had been any fight. 

"I do not deny that I had that press matter sent out., just 
as you have described it, and, while it is true you are paying 
the expenses of the party press bureau, I, as candidate for re-
election before the legislature next winter, and as the recognized 
leader of the party in the state, believe that I have some right 
to say what the issues of the campaign are, and what publicity 
should be given to those issues. In fact, I have even more right 
than you to do so, for the same convention, which, rather un-
willingly, nominated you for Governor, violated all precedents 
in the history of the party in Maryland, by nominating me for 
reelection to the Senate, and instructing the Democratic mem-
bers of the General Assembly, who may be chosen throughout 
the state, to reelect me without the formality of caucus action. 

"I have contended for the past six years that the greatest 
issue we have in Maryland is to curb the dominating power of 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, as it has become un-
der the control of Mr. C'owen, who has made it, under his au-
thority the relentless and determined enemy of the Democratic 
party. No matter what he may say about the hostility being 
confined to me, personally, that is not true. I know what I ant 
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talking about.. The assumed hostility to me. is only an excuse—
the hostility is to the party, which Cowen and his adherents 
are determined to overthrow and control, or destroy. What am 
I without the party? Their real fight is against the party and 
their loud and blatant assertions that I am the sole object. of 
their hostility, that they love the party, and want to get rid 
of me, for the good of the party. is all buneomb and rot—they 
are after the party, and to accomplish their designs, they are 
bent. on making me the goat for the time being. I know them, 
I know all their schemes, and, in view of these facts, and many 
more which you know as well as I, I made up my mind that now 
that there were really no side issues, or issues of any especial 
importance to the State, it. would be just as well to put this ques-
tion before the people and have it discussed and settled. It is 
hound to come up—it is the great issue before the people of 
the state, and the sooner we settle it the better, and I am em-
phatically in favor of settling it without further delay." 

CHAPTER XCIII. 

T was a rather odd characteristic of Senator Gorman that he 
I would often refuse, in discussing party matters with certain of 
the leading men of his day, to take seriously what they said, 
that is so far as his outward manner indicated what was in his 
mind, when he was hearing their views. 

And one of these men was Frank Brown, who never stood very 
high in the esteem of the Senator, largely because of his rather 
independent views, and of the further fact, as the Senator often 
said when speaking of Brown, that he was a hard man to control, 
and would not take arbitrary orders front the bosses. In fact, 
Brown's independence of the city and state leaders, was irksome 
to them, especially to the Senator, who often regretted the promi-
nence of the future Governor, and continued to regret it during 
the whole course of his career, for their views on nearly all the 
men and measures of those days, were divergent, and often, 
resulted in decided hostility. 

And, on the occasion under consideration, when they were dis-
cussing the policy to be pursued toward the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway Company in the pending campaign, the Senator talked 
to the candidate for Governor, rather as if he were talking and 
laying down rules to an obstreperous boy, than to a man who was 
a candidate for Governor of the State, and who had been in 
public life almost as long as the Senator himself, although not 
as an office holder. He made his statements to him in a rather 
patronizing, but conciliatory way, as if they were final, and 
there was nothing to be said on the other side. 

But Mr. Brown was not to be swerved from his position by 
any arguments of that sort. He was determined to have his 
way, and when the Senator paused, in his oily and patronizing 
statements, as to the course he wanted followed in the cam-
paign, he opened up again in a vigorous and emphatic refusal 
to agree to any such a program. He said: 

"Now Senator, I am unalterably opposed to all this We gave 
our word to Mr. Cowen and his friends, that this whole matter 
was to be ignored, and was not to enter into the campaign, and 
I am determined that it shall not enter into it so far as the state 
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ticket is concerned. Your reelection to the Senate depends on 
the legislature to be elected—you are not on the ticket to be 
voted for, and you are not in reality an issue, as there is no 
opposition to your candidacy. The platform was made up by 
the State Convention, and there was no mention of the troubles 
between you and Mr, Cowen—they are not party issues, and 
you have no right to bring them into this contest in this sur-
reptitious way. 

"I am the head of the ticket, and I am the one to say what 
shall be done. I am paying, largely, the expenses of the cam-
paign. I am paying every cent of the publicity expense, and 
I refuse absolutely, to countenance all this business which is a 
violation of our express pledges, and makes us out no more than 
common liars. When you make speeches, of course, you can 
say what you please on any subject, but I shall repudiate any 
attempt you or your friends may make, to drag this false issue 
before the people of the state. 

"The more I look at it the more outrageous it appears to me, 
and the fact that it is measurably certain that our party will 
have a large majority in the election, the more questionable and 
unfair it becomes, to take the way you propose, to secure a popu-
lar endorsement, and ratification of a scheme about which there 
is great diversity of opinion. Aside from all other considera-
tions, my views on this matter are not in accord with yours, 
and, I am sum that these gentlemen who came here with me 
have no sympathy whatever with this plan of yours, to create 
all this trouble for the ticket, when all is going on in the most 
satisfactory manner, And I must insist., with ail the force possi-
ble that you drop it at once." 

It was interesting to watch the usually placid and inscrutable 
face of the Senator, while Mr. Brown was really "laying down 
the law," to him. At first there was an amused and rather pity-
ing smile, almost contemptuous, evident, later it was apparent 
that he was somewhat indignant, and toward the end of the 
talk there was no doubt that he was really angry, and he almost 
glared at the speaker, as he laid down one reason after another, 
to support the position he was taking, finally concluding with 
the emphatic, and flat demand, that the course he had laid out 
must be followed, and that the Senator must, give up his scheme 
for the management of the campaign. 
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CHAPTER XCIV. 

A FrEa further discussion as to the course to be taken regard-
ing the controversy between Mr. Cowen and the Baltimore 

Ohio, and Senator Gorman, in which the plainest sort of lan-
guage was used by both the Senator and Mr. Brown, the candi-
date for Governor, and in the course of which t he three county 
editors who were present joined, the Senator said: 

"Well, Frank, I suppose you must have your way in this 
matter, although I feel eonfident that you are making a great 
mistake. This fight is bound to come sometime. and the sooner 
it is over the better, and there would be no question as to the 
result, were we to fight it out this year—we may not be in such 
good condition to do it later on. 

"But, as you say, this is your fight, and, as you are paying the 
bills, I shall not interfere any more, and you can have your way, 
and I will follow your lead in all the speeches I may make, and 
not allude in any way to Cowen or the Railroad Company—it 
is your campaign from now on, and I will take no other part in 
it, except as you may direct, and as you may ask—I am at your 
service from now on. 

"From what. I ran learn it will be a one-sided affair, and, 
for that reason 1 heiieve it would be a good time to have this 
railroad proposition brought in as the dominant issue, and get 
a vote on it—but we will go on as you desire. As you say, 
it is not my fight, that there is no real opposition to me. and. 
therefore it is not necessary for ere to say anything except the 
usual commonplaces, used in ordinary campaigns. 

"But. you must not forget that the legislature to be elected 
will have much important work to do. I am not the only Sena-
tor to be elected next winter. The death of Judge Wilson leaves 
a vacancy, and already there are several candidates in the field 
for the place. Governor Jackson expects to get the place, John 
Walter Smith will also be a candidate, and, Rasin has informed 
me that James Alfred Pearce, of Kent, and John B. Brown of 
Queen Anne's, are possible candiates. Besides that, the legis-
lature will have to elect a State Treasurer, and three Poliei 
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missioners for Baltimore City. It is quite as important to make 
sure of a majority in the General Assembly as it is to elect the 
Governor, and, in your management of the campaign, you must 
not lose sight of these facts. As you say, there is no doubt of 
your election, and that I am safe, but my election depends on 
the election of a Democratic majority in the legislature, and 
the election of my colleague in the Senate, of the State Treas-
urer, and the Police Commissioners all depend on the election 
of a Democratic majority in the two (louses of the General 
Assembly—all these things must. be  taken into consideration—
you are not the only person whose election is important—there 
are others as vitally interested in the result as you. 

"And another matter you must take into account, and that 
is the possible alliances, of the men who may he chosen for the 
legislature. Cowen, and those who are allied with him in his 
schemes to wreck the party, are quite as smart as we are. They 
are quiet, at least outwardly so, at present, but there are signs 
that. they are at work, backing certain candidates for the legis-
lature in several of the counties, candidates whom they can 
control when they get to Annapolis, and we should all feel very 
cheap it we should find when the election is over, that this able 
and astute schemer from Ohio, together with his reform allies 
and renegade Democrats, together with the Republicans that are 
sure to be elected, should he able to form a combination at An-
napolis and thwart all our plans, turn me down for reelection 
and elect two of their own crowd to the Senate. If they can 
accomplish all this, they will do it and I have no doubt but 
that they will attempt it. I have no fear, however, of the result, 
but it will be bad policy not to consider alI these contingencies. 
There is an old saying, and a very true one, 'that there is noth-
ing more uncertain than a dead-sure thing.' We believe we have 
a dead-sure thing, but nothing must be overlooked or it may 
be otherwise. 

'Now I have given you my views, and have given you my 
reason for what. I have done, and what I had proposed to do. 
I am yielding to you, really against my will, hut you are in-
sistent. I am going to turn over the entire management of the 
campaign to you. The responsibility is on you, and the Demo-
crats of the state will hold you responsible for the result; es- 
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pecially will you be held responsible for the election of your 
colleagues on the ticket, hut above all for the election of a safe 
majority in the General Assembly on which so much depends. 

"And. here in the presenee of these gentlemen, I want to cau-
tion you against placing any confidence in the loyalty of Cowen, 
and his railway and reform allies. They will knife you in a 
moment, if they find they can gain anything by doing so. It 
is true they are making no open fight against anyone on the 
state ticket, and have ceased to abuse me. But I know they are 
secretly at work. Cowen has his agents in the western Mary-
land counties backing up certain men, both Republicans and 
Democrats, for nominations for the legislature. Eugene Gran-
nan, who is one of the shrewdest political manipulators in the 
country, is traveling around in the counties along the lines of 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, putting men on both tickets. 
whom he can control, and that. Cowen and his reform combination 
are quietly at work, in other parts of the state. They are not 
fighting anyone—they are loud in their advocacy of you for 
Governor, but they want to have as large a representation in 
the legislature as they can get—and they mean no good to the 
Democratic party." 
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CHAPTER XCV. 

T us campaign of 1891 was carried on as the candidate, Frank 
Brown wished. There was no mention of the differences 

between Senator Gorman and Mr. Cowen, the possible and prob-
able controversy with the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company 
\vas not even mentioned. either by the candidates on the one 
side and Senator Gorman and his friends on the other. Mr. 
Cowen and his followers were also silent, and it was the gen-
eral belief that they supported the whole Democratic ticket., and, 
as a result Mr. Brown was elected by the largest. majority that. 
had been given any ticket since 1867, the whole Democratic 
state ticket, including a large majority of the members of the 
General Assembly, thus insuring the reelection of Senator Gor-
man to the United States Senate for the third term, a Democratic 
Senator to succeed Charles H, Gibson, who had been appointed 
to succeed Judge -Wilson, a State Treasurer, and a board 
of three Police Commissioners for Baltimore. City. In fact, 
the Democrats, under the leadership of Governor Brown, swept 
the state, in addition to which they reelected Ferdinand C. La-
trobe, Mayor of Baltimore City for the sixth lime. As a re-
sult, when the legislature met in January, 1892, Mr. Gorman was 
reelected to the Senate with a wild hurrah, and Mr. Gibson was 
reelected his colleague at Washington, after a struggle, for the 
remaining five years of Judge Wilson's unexpired term. 

Before the General Assembly had finished its work for the 
session the eontroversy between Mr, Cowen and the Baltimore 
& Ohio and Senator Gorman broke out anew, and the section of 
the old state machine which had always clung to him and his 
fortunes with desperate loyalty, parted company once more. 
In fact the truce, had .been very loose at its best, and it was 
not expected that it would last, and the break which occurred 
was desperate in its character, and never became healed, until 
these two able and at that time famous Marylanders, were trod-
den down and crushed out of power and not much later laid 
at rest with their fathers. And the struggle which started 
anew in 1892, was not altogether brought into action because 
of the personal and business jealousies engendered by the hos- 

tility of the forces allied with the Baltimore & Ohio to the Gor-
man organization, nor yet by the enmity of the Senator, Mr, 
Lanahan and their followers to Mr. Cowen and the Railway 
Company. Other and equally potent forces joined in the strug-
gle, and its extent. was not confined to the State of Maryland, 
but extended throughout the Democratic party in the entire 
country, and was not settled until the National Democratic •t_on-
ventiori had met in Chicago. in June of that your, had renomi-
nated Grover Cleveland for President, and had sent Senator 
Gorman home, a thoroughly crushed and defeated man, not only 
crushed and defeated but actually despised and really discred-
ited, not only I hroughout the entire country, but also among his 
own home people as well. It was not only a defeat, it was a dis-
graceful rout, and could not possibly have been more humiliating 
under any circumstances than it was, and not a few people who 
were inclined to lie personally friendly to the Senator, did not 
hesitate to characterize the whole affair as a shameful reflection 
on Maryland, and on the conduct of a man, who had been looked 
upon throughout the country, as one of the state's ablest and 
most eminent sons. As a well-known and able Southern mem-
ber of Congress said at the close of the Convention, when it was 
known what the pourse of Mr. Gorman had been: "1 always 
thought the Maryland Senator was a statesman. Why, he has 
turned out to he nothing but. an  unprincipled, trickey, peanut 
politician. His performance here in this Convention has been 
that of a common ward politician. It has been disgraceful.'' 
And others said the same thing. 

The trouble all started before the legislature had adjourned. 
It became known then, that, contrary to the well-known senti-
ment, for Cleveland of the Maryland Democrats, by a large ma-
jority, Mr. Gorman was secretly working to secure the eke-
tion of delegates to the National Convention, favorable to him-
self. lie had his lieutenants at Annapolis before the close of 
the session, scheming to secure the choice of delegates to vote 
as he desired. and he was meeting with some success. He was 
making no parade of the work, which was going on all over the 
state, and a week or more before the final adjournment, it was 
noticed that several well-known personal adherents of the Sena-
tor, were announcing that they would like to go to the National 
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Convention. There was no open opposition to the renomina-
tion of Cleveland by any of them; it was all based on the supposi-
tion that the well-known sentiment of the Maryland Democrats 
hi favor of the ex-President, would be respected, and, in all parts 
of the State, it was understood that Cleveland was the over-
whelming choice. The city papers, and all the leading county 
papers, were for Cleveland, and many of them had his name 
and his candidacy displayed at the head of their editorial col-
umns, and articles favorable to the renomination of the great 
New Yorker, were prominent in nearly all the papers through-
out the state. All was going with apparent, and outwardly, 
undisturbed serenity. 

All this was rudely and violently disturbed with a bang, which 
startled the state. Mr. Cowen, as he had often done before, came 
out with an explosive warning, letting the people know what 
was going on, and asserting his belief as to the plans of the 
Senator, and calling on the people who wished to see the re-
nomination of Cleveland, as to their duty in the matter, and he, 
and those who had been allied with him, as well as many others, 
among whom was Governor Brown, backed by the newspapers, 
both city and county, proceeded to concert plans to thwart 
the men who were preparing to block the work of those who were 
endeavoring to secure the renomination of their favorite, for the 
conspiracy was as wide as the whole country. 

CHAPTER XCVI. 

F ' people realized at the time, and little has ever been writ-
ten and published about it, but it is a fact nevertheless, that 

Mr. Cowen, with the great influence of the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
way Company at his back, brought about the situation in the 
Chicago Convention, in 1892, which resulted in the renomination 
of Grover Cleveland as the Democratic candidate for President 
of the United States—to which office he was elected for a sec-
ond time by an overwhelming majority, both popular and elec-
toral later on, as a result of one of the most thrilling and 
dramatic campaigns in the history of the nation. 

In an underground way, Mr. Gorman and his lieutenants 
worked to secure the election of delegates throughout the coun-
try to the National Convention, who would be subservient to the 
will of the Senator and his friends, although there was no open 
contest in Maryland and all were chosen by the State Conven-
tion without friction, and the presumption was that all would 
vote for Cleveland, in accordance with the well-known sentiment 
of a large majority of the people of the state, regardless of party. 

But Mr. Gorman was at work in his usual mysterious way. 
Ile was holding conferences with the Tammany leaders, who were 
working to secure the nomination of Senator David B. Hill, of 
New York, or in case they failed in that plan, to take up any 
one else in order to beat Cleveland, and they held out hopes 
to Mr. Gorman, and gave him to understand, that should they 
fail to secure the prize for Senator Hill, they would throw their 
strength to the Maryland Senator, and that they would be able 
to give him a very considerable number of votes from other 
states, and that should Cleveland fail to secure the necessary 
two-thirds of the delegates on the first ballot, he would with-
draw, and then would come Gorman's chance in ease they failed 
to nominate Hill—for they expected that the delegates from the 
Southern States would join with them and, with certain West-
ern delegates, they would be able to control the majority and 
later on secure the two-thirds necessary to nominate. 

Mr. Gorman joined these anti-Cleveland conspirators, and, for 
a time he and his friends were full of hope. They believed it 



would be impossible for Cleveland to obtain two-thirds of the 
delegates on the first ballot, and in this they were backed up by 
the general impression of the crowd in attendance at the con-
vention from all sections of the country—and, had Gorman and 
his lieutenants been able to control the Maryland delegates and 
Certain others on whom they depended. they would have won 
out. But in this they failed. 

Mr. Cowen and certain of his influential friends, most of whom 
were allied with the Baltimore & Ohio Railway interests, were 
on hand, and were in constant communication with the able 
and distinguished men who were managing the fight for Cleve-
land. At their head were William C. Whitney, of New York, 
former Secretary of the Navy, Don M. Dickinson, of Michigan, 
former Postmaster General, and a dozen or more others, of the 
most reliable and skilful public men of the country, all of whom 
were devoted friends of the great Baltimore & Ohio lawyer, and 
together they worked—and won out, although only by the barest 
majority, for had it not been for the votes of certain Maryland 
and other delegates, which were secured by the influential friends 
of Mr. Cowen, the necessary two-thirds would not have been 
secured for Cleveland on the first ballot, and the anti-Cleveland 
schemers would have probably won out. 

For there is no doubt of the fact that the votes of Governor 
Frank Brown, Isaac Freeman Rasin, the boss of Baltimore, 
Colonel Buchanan Schley and certain other Maryland delegates, 
►► ere influenced almost wholly in their determination to vote for 
Mr. Cleveland by the arguments of Mr. Cowen—and that their 
refusal to vote for Mr. Gorman broke up the alliance with Hill 
and Tammany Hall, which had for its object the defeat of Cleve-
land and the nomination of anyone else—even Gorman him;,eif, 
who for a time confidently expected to win out. The whole ex-
posé of the anti-Cleveland conspiracy, which was the work of 
Hill, Gorman and Tammany was the result of the skilful work 
directed by Mr. Cowen, and throughout his life, the Maryland 
Senator held the conviction in his mind that he would have been 
nominated and elected President of the United States in 1892, 
had it not been, as he himself said on more than one occasion. 
"for the dastardly and malevolent machinations of John K. 
Cowen, anti the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company." 

The writer of these sketches was present at the Convention 
as correspondent of the Baltimore News, and saw Mr. Cowen, 
and the men associated with him. while the preliminaries and 
other matters connected with those memorable, historic days, 
were passing. As assistant to the late Charles H. Grasty, one of 
the ablest newspaper men in the country, who was then manager 
of the News, he was reporting the convention and it was the 
conclusion of both, that had it not been for certain work done 
by Mr. Cowen in Chicago at that time, Cleveland would not have 
secured the nomination—and it later became known that Mr. 
Cleveland himself thought so, for when, as President of the 
United States, Mr. I. Freeman Rasin was his guest at his sum-
mer home at Buzzards Bay, as the Baltimore Boss told the 
story: "Mr. Cleveland asked me as a personal favor to send 
Cowen to Congress from Baltimore. He said he wanted him 
there. He said at the same tune that he believed he owed his 
nomination to Cowen, and I said, 'I know it, Mr. President. He 
got me and several others to vote for you, and we did the trick.' " 

270 	GREAT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF 	 THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD 	 271 



272 	GREAT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF 

CHAPTER XCVII. 

A T the close of the Chicago Convention of 1892, at which 
Cleveland was renominated, practically by the skin of his 

teeth and in reality by the active influence exerted by Mr. Cowen 
and certain other quiet work which was done by Mr, Cowen 
through the means of his influence with the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway Company, under the direction of Mr. Charles IL Grasty, 
who had taken me to the Convention with him to aid him in 
reporting the great national meeting of the Democrats (as 
stated in a former chapter), I wrote an account of the great 
railway attorney's work there. Before putting it on the wire, 
we decided to consult Mr. Cowen about it, and the story was 
submitted to him. He read it over carefully, and, after some 
discussion, he decided that he did not want it published, al-
though not a few knew it at the time, all of whom are now 
dead. He said that it would do no good—that it might arouse 
hostility (in certain quarters) against the corporation, And 
as the conversation continued, he became more and more de-
termined that it would be decidedly inadvisable to have it pub-
lished, or even hinted at and his advice was followed. At first, 
Mr. Grasty differed with him, and insisted that it ought to be 
published, and, that despite Mr. Cowen's prohibition, he would 
publish it in the News. After some argument, however, he was 
brought around to see it in the same light that the great law-
yer saw it, and lie directed me not to wire it to Baltimore, I 
brought it home and have it yet, yellow with age of thirty-
five years, and the story as I have written it down here is ab-
breviated, from the more extended account. which was written 
on that early summer• morning, in the Palmer House. Chicago, 
in 1892. 

At the close of the Convention. when the men who had man-
aged the Cleveland forces under the leadership of William C. 
Whitney. who had been Secretary of the Navy in the Cabinet 
of the former administration of the renominated candidate, 
were congratulating each other over the victory they had won, 
Mr. Whitney and Mr. Dickinson ►went up to Mr. Cowen who 
was talking with Mr, Grasty and said: 
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"Mr. Cowen, we are under the greatest obligation to you, for 
what you have done here. 

"The Democrats especially and the people of the whole coun-
try, are also under many obligations to you—to you as much 
as to any one man, this renomination of Mr. Cleveland is due. 
You came to our aid at the most critical period of our fight, 
and brought to us a force which we did not expect, and the votes 
you and your friends brought gave us the bare two-thirds ma-
jority which enabled us to win out. I want to thank you for 
what you have done—you have rendered a great. service to the 
cause of good government." 

Mr. Cowen thanked Mr. Whitney, and turning to Mr. Grasty. 
said 

"This gentleman, here, is as mueh entitled to the credit for 
what we did as I am. Without his skilful work I could not have 
accomplished much. And we are both conscious of the fact that 
we did no more than our duty, for we were as greatly interested 
in the success we obtained as you, or any others. 

" And I want to congratulate you and General Dickinson 
for the great skill you showed in your management of the entire 
fight from the very beginning, several months ago. It was the 
untiring work of you gentlemen and your ability as organizers, 
that won the fight. The little we did, would have been of no ef- 
fect, had it not been for the really marvellous way in which 
you gentlemen marshalled all the forces and carried us on to 
the great victory won. The events of the last few days will mark 
an epoch in the history of the country, for it emphasizes what 
Mr. Lincoln said in his great Gettysburg speech of thirty years 
ago, that, "Government of the People, by the People, and for 
the People shall not perish from the earth." 

"Yes," replied Mr. Whitney, "while the battle we won here 
was not fought with shot. and shell, it. was in reality a great 
battle, and the result may be as important to the welfare of 
the country, as that of any of the great battles of the Civil War. 
But have you seen Senator Gorman this morning? I wonder 
how he takes the outcome of the Convention?" 

"I have not seen him since early in the Convention," replied 
Mr. Cowen. I have been told that. he dropped out of sight early 
in the fight, yesterday. The part he played here has not ,in- 
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creased his reputation for shrewdness, and some of his clos-
est friends and supporters are bitter in their denunciation, for 
what they call his treachery. He played 'Gorman polities'—
he has succeeded in that sort of a game in Maryland, but he 
has found that he cannot work it, when the field of operation 
is the entire country." 

While the above conversation was taking place, Governor 
Frank Brown and Mr. Rasin, the Democratic leader of Balti-
more, both of whom were delegates to the convention, Caine in. 
After the usual salutations and congratulations Mr. .Cowen said 

"Mr. Whitney, more obligation is due to these gentlemen than 
to me. From the start they have been loyal and outspoken in 
favor of the nomination of Mr. Cleveland—without their sup-
port I could have done very little," 

Mr. Whitney extended his thanks to both, after which Mr. 
Cowen asked Mr. Rasin if he had seen Senator Gorman since 
the nominal ions were made. 

Mr. Rasin said : "I have not, Gorman is very indignant with 
both Governor Brown and me, Ile says we proved false to 
him. I told him a day or two ago that these men who were 
fighting Cleveland were only fooling him, but he did not believe 
Inv. They filled him with the notion that if he would help them 
deadlock the Convention, they would nominate him, and he be-
lieved them. They said that as soon as it was found that Hill 
could not be nominated, they would start a boom for him, and 
that the delegates would be so worn out they would take him. 
Croker (the Tammany boss) told me that so far as he was con-
cerned, he had never given Gorman any encouragement, except 
that he had said to hint, that the only possible chance he had, 
would come from a deadlock, after Cleveland and Hill were both 
el inti nated. " 

CHAPTER XCVIII. 

I N looking back over the many-  interesting features connected 
with the history of the great Maryland Railway Company, 

those who have read the earlier chapters, will doubtless be 
surprised at the great amount of real tragedy evident in the 
chronicle—and much of it tragedy of the most dramatic sort—
tragedy the like of which cannot be found in the history of any 
of the other great railway systems now operating in the United 
States. 

And the tragic features began to appear early, in fact, the 
financing of the project was a dramatic succession of tragedies 
—here was a great enterprise of an entirely new sort started out 
by a few gentlemen of no great wealth, in a town which was just 
bginning to grow into a city, in a small state of moderate re-
sources almost entirely agricultural and it was not long before 
1 he promoters discovered that they had on their hands an en-
terprise far-reaching in its character, of an unknown and doubt-
ful value—but they were not discouraged and aided by subscrip-
tions front the city and state, held back and delayed by all sorts 
of financial and natural handicaps—experimenting as they went 
along over the rough and stubborn country, developing new 
aids and sytems of construction and operation, aided by the peo-
ple of the counties through which they were making their un-
tried and difficult way, often without money to pay their cur-
rent expenses, and the wages due, after twelve years of almost 
incalculable discouragement, labor and hardship, in 1842 they 
reached Cutnberland, one hundred and ninety-four miles from 
their starting point at Baltimore—and it was a great and un-
heard of triumph, for it was at that time the longest streteh of 
railway line in the world. 

And the first great tragedy- was the fact that for ten years it 
was extended no further. And, when Thomas Swann took charge 
in 1849, he had almost innumerable tragic experiences when he 
finally overcame an, and at last on New Year's Day, 1853, landed 
a train of cars at Wheeling, on the Ohio River—and the future 
success of the enterprise was assured—for the first time in his- 
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tory an iron highway four hundred miles long extended from 
the tidewater to the great central valleys of the west. 

During the four years of the Civil War the railway was the 
scene of a succession of destructive tragedies as the centre of 
the great conflict between the states, and it was several years 
before it fully recovered from the effect of those tragedies. 

After the war comparative peace reigned and there were no 
more tragic events, until the death of President John W. Garrett, 
who died before his time, as a martyr to his devotion to the ser-
vice of the Company. 

CHAPTER XCIX, 

T is rather surprising to the older generation of Marylanders, 
i that so little attention has been paid by the people of the past 
or present generation to the memory of the man who from. many 
points of view, did more for the economic and industrial benefit 
of the whole commonwealth, and particularly of the City of 
Baltimore—and the work lie acomplished benefited not only 
Maryland and Marylanders, but added vastly to the prosperity 
of the whole country : for John W. Garrett, for twenty-six 
years was the dominant personality, not only of Maryland bat 
also of the large section of the country included in this state, in 
parts of Virginia, of West Virginia, and also of a great portion 
of Ohio, Western Pennsylvania and the Middle West. 

He was the first of the great railway operators of the country. 
He was the first man, who, almost alone and single-handed, de-
veloped a great system of transportation, opening up the Middle 
West, and providing means to ship to the seaboard, and thus 
open up the markets of the world to the producers of all sorts 
of food stuffs, coal, iron and other raw materials of the country. 
He extended the Maryland system farther into the west than 
any other system in existence at that time, and the railway 
lines under his control, were, at the opening of the Civil War in 
1861, the longest in the entire world. 

During the four years of the Civil War, through his patriotic 
exertions, he was, to use an expression of President Lincoln, 
"the right arm of the Federal Government in the aid he ren-
dered the authorities in preventing the Confederates from seiz-
ing Washington, and securing its retention as the Capital of the 
loyal States"—in fact, on several occasions, he literally saved 
the Capital from capture, and thus prevented the confusion 
which would have resulted, the probable capture of Baltimore 
and Philadelphia, and the possible disruption of the National 
Government. That such was the opinion of Mr. Lincoln and 
other statesmen connected with the Administration, was known 
at the time and corroberated by letters and other documents 
written by official and other contemporaries. 
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In company with Chief Justice Taney, Johns Hopkins, John 
H. B. Latrobe, and other loyal Marylanders, Mr. Garrett or-
tually prevented secession sympathizers in the state, who were 
ready on several occasions to take such action, from marching 
on Washington, and, in conjunction with a large number of 
people in the capital, a great proportion of whom were bitterly 
hostile to the Union, and taking possession of the government, 
which could easily have been done in the early months of 1861. 
It is also known that a large band of these young and enthu-
siastic Maryland Confederates, conspicuous among whom were 
the late Col. Louis Victor Baughman, afterward Governor Frank 
Brown, the late General Charles S. Winder, the late Col. Ed-
ward Roberts, (all of whom went South and fought for the Con-
federacy during the entire war), had organized a large com-
pany, and were preparing to enter the Capital, seize Mr. Lin-
coln, and bring him into Maryland, or take him over to Vir-
ginia, and hold him prisoner, and force him to recognize the 
Confederacy, and thus bring the war to an end. Mr. Garrett. 
hearing of this conspiracy, dispersed those who were engaged 
;n it, and, as a result all the plot failed, and the young enthu-
siasts went South, before the time they had expected to go, and 
Mr. Lincoln was saved from capture. 

During the whole period of the war Mr. Garrett was working, 
literally day and night, in his endeavor to aid the Federal Gov-
ernment in its efforts to prevent the destruction of the Union. 
As Mr. Lincoln said at the time, the Government was under the 
greatest obligation to the President of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway Company, and that no man in the country was doing 
more to aid .him in his arduous work. 

When the war was over, he took hold of the rehabilitation of 
the railway system, and before long had it back in good working 
shape, and up to the day of his death in 1884, he worked with 
all his ability and energy to extend the lines, increase the 
efficiency of his employees, better the equipment, and, it is a 
well-known fact, as stated in former chapters. that he literally 
worked himself to death in the service. 

He was a great man, probably the greatest constructive genius 
in the transportation business in the country a half century ago, 
and his work redounded more to the general material and indus- 

trial benefit, not only to the state and city but also to the coun-
try, than that of any man in his (lay. 

He was one of the really great men produced by the state. He 
was great in many ways—great as a patriot, great as a promoter 
of everything that brought prosperity and, no man in the entire 
history of the state ever accomplished anything like as much for 
the general welfare of Baltimore and his native Commonwealth 
as John Work Garrett. 

And no monument of a public and adequate diameter, can be 
found to commemorate his memory, either in Washington, which 
he saved to the Union, in Baltimore which he developed and 
made one of the great ports of the nation, or in the state, along 
the lines of his great iron railway, from the mountains to the 
sea. 



CHAPTER C. 

0  NE of the greatest, and, in some respects the most important 
factor in the troubles of the Baltimore & Ohio arose from 

the hostility of the Pennsylvania Railway Company, which did 
not become openly manifest until after the death of the elder 
Garrett, in 1884. While the rivalry between the two great 
transportation companies, as business organizations, had been 
evident at intervals after the close of the -War between the States, 
:t was rather a half-friendly rivalry, based on a competition to 
meeure extensions and to gain business in sections where their 
lines were in real competition for trade, than the sort of a fight 
to the death, which it really became not many years after the 
death of Mr. Garrett, and the accession to power of Mr. Gowen 
and his backers who easily gained control over the Maryland 
Corporation, under the weak and ineffective administration of 
Robert Garrett, who never appeared to have any realizing sense 
of his responsibilities in the position, which he assumed on the 
death of his father—and his failing health, before many years 
had passed, practically eliminated him from all power in the 
management of his great inheritance—which, as time passed, 
was transferred in succession to others—none of whom ever 
sized up to the job. 

When the break took place between the Gorman Democratic 
organization -and Mr. Cowen, who drew into it the forces of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Company, the Pennsylvania Corporation saw 
its opportunity, and, immediately, under the leadership of the 
late Bernard Carter, its Maryland Counsel, proceeded to throw 
all its influence back of Senator Gorman and his allies, and, the 
fight at once began, as related in. former chapters of this nar-
rative, and continued almost without cessation for many years. 

Mr. Carter was, in his day, one of the ablest lawyers and most 
powerful figures in the public life of Maryland, and the rivalry 
between him and Mr. Cowen, was for years one of the most 
striking and picturesque features of the history of the state. 
Like Mr. Cowen, he was a stately, imposing figure, an orator of 
great force, ability, and at times really eloquent, and over and 
above all else, a hereditary Maryland gentleman of the old regime  

—and one of the most learned and successful lawyers at the bar 
of his day. His family connections on both sides extended back 
to the proudest Colonial times, and, among them were judges, 
members of the National House of Representatives, Senators of 
the United States and Governors, not only in the days before the 
Revolution but down to the days at the close of the Civil War, 
the last of whom was Oden Bowie, who held the executive chair 
at Annapolis from 1868 to 1872. He it was, who for years, led 
the fight so far as the professional and advisory side of it was 
concerned, on behalf of the Pennsylvania Railway Company, 
when it took up the Gorman side, in the long drawn-out war, 
which had for its object the wresting, of the Baltiomre & Ohio 
Railway Company from those who had succeeded to its control 
after the death of John W. Garrett. 

In those days the two giants of the Maryland Bar, which num-
bered among its members some of the ablest lawyers in the coun-
try, were Messrs. Cowen and Carter. They were well matehed 
and public opinion in the state was about equally divided as to 
the one who was the greater—but the general opinion was that 
the difference was so slight that they were looked upon as equal. 
intellectually and otherwise. 

Both were men of the highest character in every respect. There 
was never a whisper even among their enemies against the per-
sonal honor and integrity of either. They were gentlemen. edu-
cated and honorable, and no two men lived in those days in any 
part of the state who were held in higher esteem by everybody 
than those rivals at the bar and on the hustings, and they were 
heard in the courts and in the political campaigns year after 
year from one end of Maryland to the other. 

Some of their greatest and most picturesque contacts took 
place at Annapolis when matters were before the General As-
sembly in which they were arrayed against each other in for-
ensic contests, involving the interests of the Corporations which 
they represented. When it was known about the State House 
that Messrs. Cowen and Carter were to be heard before any of 
the committees, the usual rooms would not hold the crowd, and 
the Hall of the old House of Delegates would be filled to over-
flowing when the hearings were transferred to that place, and, 
usually everything' else in the State House would he suspended. 
and, not only all the members of both House and Senate, the 
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Governor, and all the state officials and others not connected 
with public affairs, would crowd the Hall—and there was never 
a time•when these two giants, in debate did not present for their 
instruction and entertainment what would now be called "A 
great show," of a value, beyond money and beyond price—in all 
their fiery and brilliant discussions, there was never a word ut-
tered by either which could be criticised as improper or vulgar 
in the slightest degree—not a word to which the most refined 
captious could take the slightest exception. 

And both these distinguished gentlemen were devout. Chris-
tians. Mr. Cowen was an old time Presbyterian, while Mr. Car-
ter was a devout communicant of the old Anglican, known in 
America as the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

And for more than twenty years these two great Marylanders 
were the conspicuous figures on different sides in the really mar-
vellous contest for the control of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway. 

CHAPTER CI. 

NE of the most extraordinary features of the history of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Company, in its identification with the 

career of Mr. Cowen, was the great influence that distinguished 
lawyer had over President Cleveland, during his second admin-
istration lasting from March 4, 1893, to March 4, 1897. 

In a former chapter was related the part Mr. Cowen took in 
securing the renomination of Mr. Cleveland in the Chicago Con-
vention of 1892. The intimacy of the great Democratic Presi-
dent. and the great railroad lawyer, had begun early in the first 
Cleveland administration, during the years of 1885, '86, '87 and 
h8. It. continued without a break as long as they lived. Anu 

probably no man in the whole country was more frequently con-
sulted by the President. on all sorts of public matters, than his 
Baltimore friend. 

They had much in common. Both were real Democrats of 
the old fashioned sort—both believed in what have always been 
known as real Democratic principles, subject, of course, to such 
changes and modifications as were demanded by the changing 
times. Both were believers in the most rigid sort of a tariff for 
revenue only, such revenue as the government required, admin-
istered in the most economical way, and neither believed in the 
Republican theory of protection even of the most incidental sort 
—and, what was the most important of all their beliefs, they 
were especially firm in their devotion to the most celebrated of 
alI Mr. Cleveland's many publicly expressed maxims, "Public 
Office is a Public Trust," and should be observed not only by 
those who were entrusted with duties of great. magnitude, but 
equally observed by officials of all grades from the highest to the 
lowest., and least important. In fact, it may be said, with truth, 
that the cardinal principle of Mr, Cleveland's whole public ca-
reer, was summed up in those few words—in all his great. pro-
fessional and business career, Mr. Cowen carried out the same 
maxim, that office and responsibility of any kind was a public 
trust. 

In other respects these two eminent men were much alike, 
and thought alike. Both were Presbyterians of the old Calvin- 
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istic school, which has furnished so many of the outstanding 
men in the history of the political and business affairs of the 
country. In other words they had what has been known as the 
Calvinistic conscience, which compelled them to judge every act 
as a matter of conscience, and permitted no deviation from the 
most conscientious sort of rectitude. 

Before half of his first term in the White House had ended. 
Air. Cleveland had, to use his own expression, "found Senator 
Gorman out." and thereafter never trusted him, although the 
outward and formai relations between the President and the 
Maryland Senator were not interrupted until the second term—
that is, in 1894, when they had a succession of serious br•eakss, 
and thereafter were not even on formally good terms. But 
it became noticeable late in 1886, that the intimacy between 
the President and Mr. Cowen was displeasing to Senator Gor-
man, and he did not hesitate to express his disapproval of it, 
and his fear that it boded no good to the Democratic party in 
Maryland. ihtleed, in October 1886, when the Senator was vis-
iting on the Eastern Shore, he said that he did not like the Cleve-
land-Cowen intimacy—that he had noticed a growing coldness 
on the part of the President, when they had met recently, and 
that Mr. Cleveland had on more than one occasion quoted, with 
approval, some of Mr. Cowen's remarks, and that only a few 
days prior to that time, when he called at the White House to see 
the President about a certain appointment pending before him, he 
had been told that before it was decided Mr. Cowen's opinion 
would be asked, to which he had replied that Mr. Cowen had. no 
standing whatever among the Democrats of Maryland—that on 
the contrary he was looked upon as the leader of all those in the 
state, who were working to overthrow the very organization 
which had given the President his majority in 1884, and that he 
was an open, vigorous opponent, of all that he (Senator Gor-
man) represented not only in politics but in business. At this, 
Air. Gorman said, the President seemed greatly interested, and 
asked him if he did not think it would be possible for him and 
his friends to come to an agreement with . Mr. Cowen, not only 
in party matters but also in the troubles regarding the Balti-
more & Ohio Railway Company, which were then becoming acute, 
of which the President said he had heard, not only from Mr. 
Cowen, but from other friends of his who were interested in the 

Railroad. Indeed, Senator Gorman said, that the President 
said, he himself would be willing to help bring about a rap-
prochement, and sincerely hoped that harmony would be brought 
about. lie appeared to take the matter very seriously, the Sen-
ator said, and expressed the fear that the outcome of the quarrel 
might be a schism, which would be harmful to the Democratic 
party beyond the bounds of Maryland. He also said that some 
of his most intimate friends in New York, who were interested in 
the welfare of the Baltimore & Ohio Company, and were appre-
hensive that. the trouble in Maryland would have a had effect on 
the property, and that now the subject was under discussion, he 
was free to say that he was ready to do all in his power to aid in 
bringing about an amicable settlement of all the troubles, which, 
he said, appeared to him to be personal rather than political or 
business, and in conclusion he said: 

"Senator, I think you and Mr. Cowen should get together on 
these matters, and fix them up. I can see no reason why you 
should not do so, and I do not think it is wise for two such men 
as you, for personal reasons, to jeopardize the success of the 
party to which you owe allegiance, and, what is of equally great 
importance, to jeopardize the prosperity and success of one of 
the greatest transportation organizations in the country." 
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CHAPTER CII. 

Tut. statement of the President, that he was really anxious 
to bring about an agreement between Mr. Cowen and my-

self, was a great surprise to me. I never had any intimation that 
he knew anything about our differences in any such a way that 
would cause him to take the least interest in what was going on in 
Maryland, aside from the mere political gossip that would come 
to him in an indirect way; but before he was through, I was 
given to understand that he had not only heard about the dif-
ferences, which had arisen since the death of Mr. Garrett, but 
that he had been making inquiries of the most searching sort, 
and that much of the information he had received was correct, 
while more of it was one-sided and prejudiced—and that he had 
formed erroneous notions as to the part I and my friends, were 
taking in the controversy. 

"As he seemed anxious to know all about it, I told him. I 
gave him in detail, an account of Mr. Cowen's interference with 
the management of the organization, and his joining with the 
Republicans in their endeavor to wrest the control of Maryland 
from the Democratic party. I related his actions in the last cam-
paign, where he had engineered a fusion with the Republicans, 
and, aided by a contingent of sore-head Democrats, under the 
pretense that the organization, of which I was the head, was 
corrupt, he had used all his ability and influence to overthrow 
us, and had been able to enlist on his side of the fight, the Bal-
timore & Ohio Railroad Company, with all its strength, as a 
corporation, and that the fight was still going on, and that Cow-
en and his faction, had boasted that there would be no cessation, 
until the Democratie organization was overthrown, and I was 
out of power as the Democratic leader of the state. 

"I told the President that we had no desire or intention to 
injure in any way the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, but 
that the regular Democrats of the state, were determined that it 
should keep its hands out of party affairs, and attend to its 
great business, and let the party alone. I also informed him that 
a large proportion of the stocks and bonds of the Company were  

owned by citizens of the state, who were opposed to its meddling 
with party affairs. That it was a Maryland Corporation—had 
been founded and built by Maryland people, and that the State 
end City of Baltimore, were among the largest owners of its 
securities, and that those who were in control of the state and 
city governments, were opposed to its course in politics. But 
that Mr. Cowen, who was not a native Marylander, had acquired 
such a hold on those who were in control of the management of 
the road, that they had made it the real basis of their fight, the 
object of which was to gain possession of the state and city gov-
ernments—that in order to gain their point, they had worked 
hard to get a dominant influence in the Democratic organization, 
but, having failed in that, they had now allied themselves with 
the Republicans, hoping by this alliance to attain their object. 

"I also called the President's attention to the fact, that the 
basis of the Cowen Republican alliance, was the negro vote, and 
that the whole Republican party in our state was really a negro 
party, and, that should the Cowen-Republican alliance win out, 
the result would rank Maryland as a Republican State—and that 
any aid he as a Democratic President would give Mr. Cawen 
and his backers, would really aid the enemies of the party which 
had elected him to his present position. 

"I talked to the President in the most open way about all 
these matters, as he had asked for the information, and, ap-
parently did not lose his interest during the entire time I was 
there. On the contrary, he asked me all sorts of questions, from 
time to time, and did not show the least sign of impatience 
throughout—and I gave him, in detail, an account of the party 
troubles back to the close of the Civil War. 

"When I had finished, he thanked me, said what I had told 
hint had enlightened hint, and after expressing again the hope 
that a reconciliation might be brought about, he said as I left: 

" 'Senator, I am going to have another talk with Mr. Cowen 
about this affair, and later on I shall probably wish to confer 
further with you.' 

"I was glad to have the chance to tell the President the whole 
story, especially, as he had opened the way himself for me to do 
so, but what wilt come out of it the future alone can tell. That 
he has the highest opinion of Mr .Cowen is very evident. The 
two men, so far as I can judge from their actions, and from what 
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they say when I meet them, look upon public affairs, and es-
pecially upon practical polities, in much the same way, and their 
way is not my way, nor the way the Democrats of this state have 
been accustomed to look upon them---and had we followed the 
Cleveland-Cowen system of party management, the Republicans 
would be in control of the city and state, and our organization, 
which has been built. up with so much trouble and care, would be 
either a helpless wreck, or have gone out of existence. 

"I am still curious about one subject, on which Mr. Cleveland 
did not enlighten me, and that is why he is so much interested in 
bringing about a cessation of hostilities against the Baltimore & 
Ohio Company. and should he talk to me again, as I 
believe he will, I shall ask him in the plainest way, to tell me, 
and possibly solve what to me is still a real puzzle." 

CHAPTER CIII. 

SENATOR Gorman at times appeared to he obsessed with hostil- 
ity to the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, and, while 

the general impression was that all this enmity was based on his 
jealousy, and to some extent fear of Mr. Cowen, at times there 
were indications that he had other reasons for this hatred, that 
it was not all brought about on account of his controversies with 
Mr. Cowen, that back of it. were other reasons, which had no 
conneetion whatever with the great• railway attorney and which 
had their basis on the Senator's hostility to other officials of the 
Company, not because of any business or political acts, but on 
purely personal grounds—in which the family of the Maryland 
statesman and their desire for social recognition had more to do 
than anything else. 

In those days, the days following the election of Mr. Gorman 
to the United States Senate in 1880, what was known as "So-
ciety,'' in Baltimore and throughout the state, extending into 
-Washington, was rigidly controlled by the representatives of the 
old slave-holding, land-owning families, practically all of whom 
had been Southern sympathizers during the War between the 
States: and it was no easy matter for any one, not. a Marylander 
or Virginian, to receive any recognition—and it was practically 
impossible for a Marylander who had been loyal to the Union, 
and who, what was a greater handicap, had ranked among what 
was known as the "plain people," to be taken into consideration 
at all from a social standpoint. Prominence, whether political or 
business in its character, did not count. Wealth was no aid, the one 
absolute necessary consideration was family descent, and without 
that. social recognition was almost an impossibility, and were the 
same rules now in operation a large proportion of the estimable 
people who rank as social leaders in the city and state would be 
on the outside, longingly looking into the charmed circle, just 
as their fathers and mothers were obliged to do prior to 1890, 
and, to some extent for a few years after that time. 

The Gormans had no claim to social recognition, and never 
received any in Maryland, and only in Washington from what 
was known as the official set. The old Maryland and Virginia 
families of the National Capital never recognized the Maryland 
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Senator and his family—to them they were, to use the expression 
of the grand old ladies who lived up well into the nineties, "sitn-
ply impossible," for many, many reasons. 

And among the Maryland, and especially the Baltimore fam-
ilies, who refused to give any social recognition to the Gormans 
were several who were connected with the Baltimore & Ohio 
Company, and with whom the Senator had come in contact be-
tore his break with Mr. Cowen, and even before the death of 
John W. Garrett. And Mrs. Charles H. Gibson, wife of the 
Senator, who was intimate with the Gormans, related a story 
told her by Mrs. Gorman in which the latter lady had expressed 
her indignation at the snub she had received at a reception from 
a lady whom she characterized as "one of the Garrett women." 

Mr. Gorman never forgave or overlooked any possible dis-
courtesy, whether it. was intentional or otherwise, to Mrs. Gor-
man, or any member of his family and down in his rather vin-
dictive mind there probably rankled for years, the fact. that de-
spite the fame and wealth he had achieved, Baltimore Society 
and the old, exclusive Washington Society never recognized in 
any way whatever any member of his family, that the bars were 
kept up to the day of his death—and among those who were 
unwilling to see his family given the place he desired for them, 
among the social elect of his native state were families prominent 
in the management of the great. Maryland Railway in those years 
of long ago—and, as a consequence of the above facts unusual 
bitterness was added to whatever he did when the fight between 
himself and the railway was under way. And the writer who 
was in a position to know of these matters at the time of their 
eve.urrenee, has a. great amount of information as to what took 
place at that time. and. as the hand of death has removed all 
the real, outstanding actors in that great drama, the most inter-
esting phases of which have never been made public, in the not 
distant future. they may appear in print. It is certain, how-
ever, that a considerable portion of Senator German's hostility 
to the Baltimore & Ohio Company, at the start, was based on cer-
tain social slights he believed his family had received. Later on 
it developed other phases which overshadowed everything else, 
and in the end it became a mere sordid, political and crooked 
business scheme back of which was neither principle, sentiment 
or decency—a gigantic conspiracy to commit grand larceny on 
a scale until then almost unprecedented in the land. 

CHAPTER CIV. 

N ,looking over some old letters, written by the late Senator 
I Gorman to his colleague in the Senate, Charles H. Gibson, 
which I inherited as Mr. Gibson's secretary, I came across one, 
of which the following is a copy, and it is published here, be-
cause it shows the close relations between the two men, and 
sheds light on the reasons why Mr. Gorman was so persistent 
in his determination to do all in his power to add to the troubles 
which were then threatening the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
Company, 

SENATOR GORMAN 'S LETTER 

U. S. SENATE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

March 1st, 1892 
"Dear 'Charlie, 

I have just heard that a few days ago in the course of a con-
versation with Vic Baughman, you said that you did not under-
stand why the party leaders should be hostile to the Baltimore 
& Ohio R. R. Company, and, that for your part you were not 
disposed to take any side in the proposed fight with that cor-
poration, And that you had refused to ask certain members 
of the General Assembly, over whom you are credited with con-
siderable influence, to vote in favor of certain bills which are 
stated to be against the interests of that corporation. 

I thought you had a thorough understanding of the relations 
DOW existing, between the state and city party organizations, 
and the Baltimore & Ohio, for the contest has been going on, ex-
cept for the period covered by the campaign last year ever since 
the death of Mr. John W. Garrett, in 1884, and the probabili-
ties are that the truce will continue, although of that I am not 
sure, until after the Presidential election the coming fall. 

There can be no end of this fight until one side or the other 
gives up, and there is no possibility of that at the present time, 
or in the near future. Under the leadership of Mr. Cowen, the 
B. & 0. people started out determined 'to put out of busineess' 
to use Mr. Cowen's own words to me, not only the present or- 
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ganization, but, especially to put me out of politics, or to take 
all the power of the state leadership from me. And he further 
said, in the presence of Robert Garrett, that he and his follow-
ers considered me, 'a menace to decent government and an ob-
stacle to the progress of the state.' And I accepted the chal-
lenge, and, while the political exigencies of the past. year have 
rendered it expedient that there should be a sort of a truce, 
which was agreed to at the urgent request of Governor Brown, 
it has only been an armed truce—for the fight has only fairly 
begun. And I was under the impression that. you were aware 
of these facts. 

Now it is not wise for you to say anything on these matters 
which will compromise either you or me, so far as the position 
we will certainly be obliged to take before many months have 
passed. And, above all, you should be careful how you talk to 
Vie Baughman on the subject. No one thinks more of Vic than 
I do, but you know as well as I do, that. he is one of the most 
indiscreet men in the state when it comes to talking, and he 
has certain alliances, family and otherwise, which tic him up, 
to a certain extent, with the Railway people, and, in matters 
like this, he is not to he trusted—not that he intends to do any 
harm, but simply because he has a very loose tongue, and lets 
out things before lie realizes what he has done. 

Already it has come to me that Cowen is claiming he has won 
you away from me, and that you will not aid in any further 
fight against. him, or his corporation. 

And, another matter I must caution you to be very careful 
about—and that is the candidacy of Cleveland for the presi-
dential nomination this year. It may not be to the interest of 
the Democrats of Maryland, to support him this year; indeed, I 
am strongly inclined to think that. it will not be to our inter-
est to support him, for his views on most subjects are not the 
views of our people, and. beside all this, you are aware of the 
fact that overtures are now being made, which it will be to our 
interest to accept, which, in the end may result in the nomina-
tion of a Marylander to succeed President Harrison. 

Now, Charlie, I must urge you to be careful how you talk. 
We have just secured your election to the Senate. There is 
much expected of you by myself and your other friends, who,  

together overcame so many difficulties to secure your retention 
of your seat here. You can be of greeat use to us and to the 
party, but do not let me hear of any more indiscreet remarks 
about the B. & 0. business, or the nomination of Cleveland. 

I am sending this letter to you at Easton, and before your 
rectum to Washington next week, you had better come over 
by way of Annapolis, and correct any misapprehensions that 
may have been caused by what you said last week. 

And with warmest regards to Mrs. Gibson, I am, 

Very TruLy yours, 

A. P. GORMAN. 
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CHAPTER CV. 

PEOPLE of the present day have difficulty in realizing the ex-
tent which public and all sorts of political controversies en-

tered into the life of the community both in a social, profession-
al and business way, a generation ago—in fact from the time 
of the War between the North and the South, up to a quarter 
of a century ago. Social relations, professional and business al-
liances, were affected by the political views of a large propor-
tion of the people of the State, not. only in the counties, but also 
in Baltimore. The professional careers of lawyers and doctors, 
were based, in a majority of instances, on their political alli-
ances,—the trade of merchants was frequently confined to those of 
their own political party, and, next to their church connections, 
the political faith of a large proportion of the people of all class-
es was dominant• in all their intercourse with their friends and 
neighbors—and all this was largely in consequence of the bit-
ter feelings left over by the Civil War, and the course of the 
Federal Government, not only during that period of terror and 
alarm, but also by the course of the national authorities when 
the reconstruction of the former slave states, of which Maryland 
was one, was casting its blight over the border states; as well 
as the entire South. And that feeling has not entirely died ant 
yet, even though the events which brought about. the trouble 
took place more than sixty years ago. 

It was not strange, therefore. that in the great controversy, 
which in the end almost resulted in the permanent wreck of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company, which finally disrupted and 
brought about the defeat• of the Demoeratie party in the city and 
state, should have been seriously affected by the ohl-time polit-
ical jealousies of the people of the entire state. When the 
trouble arose in 1885, and became a real issue, almost at once, 
Senator Gorman and his allies saw what a great force they 
would have on their side, should they be able to arouse the old 
hostility then existing in great strength against the Republican 
party and against those who had taken part in the Federal 
tyranny, which almost ruined the state, had defranehised for  

several years large numbers of the best citizens, had imprisoned 
many of them, and had otherwise interfered with their rights 
in the most arbitrary manner. With all these forces on his side. 
he felt confident that he could form the Dem-oeratic party into 
an almost. solid phalanx against. Mr. ('owen and his Railway 
allies, and, in the end. gain all that he desired. 

And able and shrewd as he was in almost all other respects, 
Mr. Cowen, without any delay proceeded to take action which 
played into the Maryland Senator's hands. For it is a fact that 
the great. railway attorney never really acquired a thorough un-
derstanding of the peculiarities of Marylanders, and was neyer 
able to enter into the real Maryland feeling on these matters. 
For. as long as he lived, he was tinged with Ohio ideas of men 
and affairs, for he was a native of Ohio, and had lived there. 
had received his early education at a Presbyterian school. the 
Vermillion Institute, at Ilayesville, Ashland County. Thor-
oughly Ohio in all its teachings, he, later had gone to Princeton 
where he continued, and completed his education. As a re-
sult the entire formative period of his life, from the days, when 
as a boy he worked on his father's farm, near Hayesville. had 
been passed in an atmosphere, in every respect, social and po-
litical, the exact. opposite to that of the state where he won his 
fame and passed the active years of his life. As a consequence, 
he never entered into the Maryland way of thinking and liv-
ing. and was never able to appreciate the Maryland view of 
public affairs as it. existed then. and, to a certain extent, exists 
among the children of the old-time Marylanders at the present. 
day. 

As a result of Mr. Cowen's inability to comprehend the prev-
alent. Maryland sentiment on public questions, he proceeded to 
form alliances, as a so-called Independent Democrat, with the 
Republican party, as a Republican party—to back or really to 
organize, fusion movements in order to control elections, and 
in this he was backed by a considerable number of the old-time 
Maryland Democrats—Democrats who were members of old, 
`Southern sympathizing families, whose hostility to the "Upstart 
Gorman," was so great that they were ready to form embin-
ations with Republicans, carpet baggers, negroes or any other 
class of people, in order to rid the state of the Gorman incubus, 



which nniny of them likened to, the hoof of an unclean beast," 
and the light was thus mixed up, in a strange aml utterly in-
congruous 'manner, with blacks and whites, old-time Maryland 
aristocrats, and carpet baggers (some of the Gorman contingent 
did not hesitate to call Mr. Cowen a carpet bagger) and, back 
of all this hetcrogenous collection, which, at. times operated to-
gether in a sort of harmony, was the great power of the Balti-
more & Ohio Railway Company realizing after the first two 
or three years that the fight was really their fight, and that, 
not only the control, but the very existence of their great cor-
poration was at stake. 

CHAPTER CVI. 

x was a matter of much serious and at times animated and 
I acrimonious discussion throughout the state, but particularly 
in Baltimore, as to the amount. of sincerity that was back of 
Mr. Cowen's vigorous and able efforts to dethrone the Gorman 
Ring, and, to use his own expression, "make decent the party 
management of city and state affairs." 

During the years under consideration, that is subsequent tc 
1884 to the close of the last century, Mr. Cowen and the Balti-
more & Ohio Railway Company, were so completely identified 
in t.l►e public mind, they were supposed to be so thoroughly in 
harmony, that there was no thought of the one without the other. 
Especially was this the case in the counties and among the masses 
of the people in Baltimore. In the view of the people, Mr. 
Cowen was the personification of the Baltimore & Ohio Company, 
and Senator Gorman and his adherents, utilized this to the full-
est extent, and therefore, at every opportunity, attacked the 
sincerity and honesty of his motives, in his course as the outstand-
ing opponent of the Gorman Ring. The people did not recog-
nize Gorman's hold on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad which hi 
used to the limit, many of the officials being active members 
of the Gorman organization. 

Gorman asserted that the railway lawyer was using his admit-
tedly great power, not because of any real desire to better the po-
litical and civil affairs of the city and state, but simply and 
solely, for the purpose of securing control of party and govern-
mental affairs, in order to gain all sorts of advantages, and 
the political aggrandizement of himself and that coterie of able 
and ambitious young men whom he had gathered around him, 
and who, as representatives of old, historic Maryland fam-
ilies, gave tone and distinction to the cause he represented. 
and of which he with Severn Teackle Wallis, whom Mr. Cowen 
and his associates recognized as their leader, was an outstand-
ing factor. And it not infrequently happened, that things were 
done, or attempted to be done, which gave color to the accusa-
tions so far as Mr. Cowen was concerned. And all these acts 
were used as arguments to prove the assertions of Senator Gni.- 
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man and his followers, that Mr. Cowen was not sincere in his 
protestations in favor of reform, and his desire to purify public 
and political affairs—that, on the contrary, he was an un-
scrupulous politician, with a keen desire for power, to be used 
in a practical way, not only for the benefit of his corporation, 
hut also for the benefit of his retainers—that all his, "loud cries 
for reform," as they were sneeringly called by his opponents, 
were based on insincerity and pretense, were used as a cloak 
to cover his real designs, which were to gain power, in order to 
use it for the benefit of his followers, and not only to secure all 
possible advantages in the way of favorable legislation, but to 
head off the Pennsylvania, Railroad (..lompany from gaining any 
special privileges, through its open alliance with Senator Gor-
man, whose chief aid it had become, in the war he was waging 
against the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and Mr. Cowen. 

And many of these charges against Mr. Cowen were given 
strength, because of certain acts of his which were based on 
his admittedly great influence with President Cleveland, who 
rated the Maryland lawyer as one of the ablest of his profes-
sion, as well as one of his closest personal friends. So great was 
President Cleveland's respect for Mr. Cowen that he was anx-
ious to have him in his eabinel, but the offer was declined. So. 
when Mr. Cowen asked the President to appoint two of his ablest 
lieutenants to prominent offiees namely, Mr. William L. Marbury 
as District Attorney for Maryland and Mr. S, Davies Warfield 

Postmaster of Baltimore, there was no hesitation on the part 
of Mr. Cleveland, both of these able and highly esteemed young 
men were promptly appointed not withstandidng the fact that 
both were looked upon by Senator Gorman as bitter, personal 
enemies, and both of whom had been allied with Mr. Cowen in 
his anti-Ring, anti-Gorman crusade. 

In a former chapter it was related that Mr. Cleveland, during 
his first term as President, had exerted himself to bring about 
a reconciliation between Mr. Cowen and Senator Gorman—but 
had met with failure. At that time, the relations between the 
President and the Maryland Senator, while not overly cordial, 
were friendly, and there had been no break—Mr. Cleveland at 
that time had not found the Senator out, as he did in later years, 
and, consequently they frequently met and conferred on public 
affairs. 

Soon after the beginning of the second term, that. is in 1893, 
the break became open and complete, and thenceforth, that is 
as long as Mr. Cleveland was in the White House, he and the 
Maryland Senator rarely ever met, and then only on the most 
formal occasions, and on the most formal terms. They were 
openly, and, so far as Senator Gorman was concerned, bitterly 
hostile to each other, and, the Maryland Senator became the 
leader of that small coterie of the older Democratic Senators, 
who were in flagrant alliance with the Republicans, to thwart 
the successful enactment of the policies of the administration 
of the party to which they owed allegiance, and among whose 
leaders they had been for years. 

And while affairs were in this unpleasant condition, Mr. Cow-
en secured from the President, the appointment of Mr. War-
field as Postmaster of Baltimore, and Mr. Marbury, as District 
Attorney for Maryland. 
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CHAPTER CV11. 

THE movementto have President Cleveland appoint Inde-
pendent Democrats to two of the most important Federal 

offices in the state was part of a well Laid out plan conceived by S. 
Davies Warfield to sidetrack the Gorman-Rosin machine which 
had now grown to proportions which menaced the integrity of 
the state and the City of Baltimore. While the youngest man ever 
appointed to the position of Postmaster of Baltimore, and be-
cause of his organizing faculty on which Mr. Cowen relied for 
i'uture independent movements against the Democratic ma-
chine, the name of S. Davies Warfield was selected to be pre-
sented to the President for the appointment as Postmaster of 
Baltimore. Mr. Warfield did not wish to accept for he feared 
he would injure the Warfield Manufacturing Company, which 
he had organized. William L. Marbury, also active in inde-
pendent circles, was slated for the position of District Attorney. 
Mr. Warfield was the son of Henry M. Warfield, who had been 
cheated out of the Mayoralty through fraud, later admitted 
by the Rasin machine. The enormity of this offence was left a 
heritage to Mr. Warfield, and as he grew to manhood he deter- 
mined to right the wrong in some fashion which animated him 
finally to accept the position as a means to that end. 

The fight that was made on Mr. Warfield and Mr. Marbury 
by Senator Gorman forms an interesting chapter in Maryland 
political history. Mr. Cleveland sent the two names to the Sen-
ate and both were held up in their respective committees by 
Senator Gorman, whose power there was greater at that time 
than that of any other Senator. 

Senator Gibson, the junior Senator from Maryland, by reason 
of personal relations with the Warfield family, endeavored to 
prevail upon Senator Gorman to permit the confirmation of Mr. 
Warfield, hut he declared that he never should be confirmed. 

The circumstances attending Mr. Warfield's confirmation were 
related to a friend of the writer during the sojourn of Senator 
Eppa Hunton, of Virginia, at White Sulphur Springs: Mr. Hun-
ton was Chairman of the Senate Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. Re said that Senator Gm-man had asked that this  

appointment he held indefinitely in committee and he had or-
dered that. this he done. 

The Clerk of the Senate Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads one afternoon, upon reporting a number of postmasters to 
the Senate during an executive session, by mistake got the name 
of Mr. Warfield among the others that were sent to the desk 
for confirmation. Senator Hunton gave a graphic description 
of his feelings when Mr. Warfield's name was read in the Sen-
ate, owing to his personal relations with Senator Gorman. Gor-
man rose from his seat in the Senate and rebuked Senator 
Bunton for this show of lack of friendship and senatorial cour-
tesy, and during the turmoil that ensued, Senator Gibson, the 
junior senator, came to the rescue of Senator Hunton, and 
argued with Senator Gorman now that. the name was before the 
Senate it would only lead to greater criticism if he made a. fight. 
against the appointment in executive session. Senator Minton 
offered to recall the nomination from action, but the insistence 
of Senator Gibson, for whom Senator Gorman had a great af-
fection, led to Gorman turning on his heel and walking off, 
with the result that Mr. Warfield was confirmed that day in 
executive session. 

The conduct of the Baltimore Post Office under Mr. Warfield's 
administration was marked by strict adherence to the Civil 
Serviee rules and business principles, with the result that he 
brought it to the highest state of efficiency of any office in the 
country, as evidenced in the reports of the Post Office Depart-
ment at Washington. He applied business principles to the 
conduct of the office, treating Democrats and Republicans alike 
under Civil Service rules, and would not permit the old-time 
policy which had gone through every former administration of 
that office, whether under Democratic or Republican control, 
to obtain. When appointments were not. under Civil Service 
rules, he appointed to office men of Independent Democratic 
proclivities, and appointed some Republicans, recognizing that 
many Republicans had stood behind the Independent Democrats 
in their efforts to secure a clean administration in party polities 
in Maryland and in Baltimore. As evidence of this he was re-
appointed by President McKinley and offered reappointment 
by President Roosevelt, serving eleven years under three Pres- 
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idents, resigning, actively to pursue his duties as President of 	 sonally closest to the President, was Mr. Warfield. In truth. 
The Continental Trust Company which he had chartered and or- 	 he was one of the most trusted friends of the great Democratic 
ganized. 	 President to the day of his death. 

William L. Marbury was never confirmed, President Cleve-
land sending in his appointment at every interim between ses-
sions of the Senate, with the result that Mr. Marbury served 
out his entire term without confirmation. 

During President Cleveland's second administration and af-
ter Senator German's violent attack upon him in the Senate, 
DIr•. Cleveland looked to Mr. Warfield to advise him on matters 
in connection with the postmasters throughout Maryland gen-
et ally, and it has been said that he did not permit appoint-
ments to post offices, even of the fourth-class in Maryland, with-
out first consulting Mr. Warfield in respect thereto. He was a 
frequent visitor at the White House and was on terms of close 
friendship and had the confidence of the President. 

These two appointments of Independent Democrats in Mary-
land, the first that had ever taken place during the Gorman-
Hasin regime, gave color to the views of many, that the back-
bone of the machine was hurt, through notice to their political 
followers, that Mr. Gorman, after all was not invincible. 

It was during Mr. Warfield's administration that Govans-
town, now Govans and Towsoutown—now Towson, became sub-
stations of the Baltimore Post Office and many other outlying 
fourth-class post offices, were brought in as substations to the 
Baltimore office. Senator Gorman violently opposed this policy, 
and in one of his speeches in the Senate, upbraiding Presi-
dent Cleveland he alluded to this action on the part of Mr. 
Warfield as evidencing a wish to subject to the Baltimore post 
office, outlying territory, which was not properly within its 
jurisdiction. At any rate, it did give to the Postmaster of the 
city a power in the counties, which proved to be of far-reach-
ing importance, when the fight was made against the return 
;If Senator Gorman to the Senate, which resulted in his defeat 
by Lewis 	McComas in 1898, whom the Independent Dem- 
ocrats aided to defeat the powerful Gorman. 

And it is one of the notable facts in that stirring period 
of the state's history, especially during the whole of the second 
Cleveland Administration, that the Marylander who was per- 
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CHAPTER CVIII. 

T HE appointment of Mr. Warfield as Postmaster of Baltimore, 
and Mr. Marbury as District Attroney, gave color to the 

accusations, made by Mr. Cowen's enemies, that his efforts to re-
form the public affairs in Maryland, were mere pretense, that 
he was just an ordinary politician looking out for spoils, and 
that he was really working to build up a machine with which 
he could counteract the work of the Gorman machine, gain 
control of the State and City governments, and maintain his sup-
posed hold on the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, and, adding the 
vast influence that the corporation gave him to the influence 
he would be able to exert with the independent Democrats, 
and their Republican allies, he could crush out the Gorman Ring 
and have full sway, not only in the Baltimore City Hall, but also 
in the State House at Annapolis. Those who knew the real 
conditions were aware of the fact that every step taken was in 
accordance with the well thought out and far reaching plans 
of Mr. Warfield from which he never deviated, and that Mr. 
Cowen followed his lead. It was undoubtedly a well-planned 
scheme, and with Mr. Warfield in the Post-Office, and Mr. Mar-
bury in the Distract Attorney's Office, two of the ablest and 
most skillful among the younger men of oustanding character 
would be allied with the anti-Ring forces in the Democratic party. 
Especially was Mr. Warfield well-equipped for the sort of work 
planned, for Maryland has never produced a. better and more 
forceful organizer, than the gentleman whom the President ap-
pointed to the important position of Postmaster of Baltimore. 
He had shown his great ability in political management 
before that time and he demonstrated it to a still greater 
extent later on, when he and George L. Wellington planned 
the campaign of 1895, in which both the Democratic city 
and state oragnizations were overthrown. ITe added to 
his fame later on, in 1896, when he was one of the leaders 
who again upset the old Ring and carried Democratic Maryland 
for the Republican candidate for President. His was the silent 
but skilful brain that secured the defeat of Mr. Gorman for re-
election of 1898, in perhaps the most dramatic campaign ever 

fought in Maryland ; and again when he led the combined forces  

of the Republicans and honest money Democrats, and won the 
state, for McKinley in 1900 another dramatic event. And since 
that time he has demonstrated his wonderful capacity in the con-
structive business world, by his practical rehabilitation and rec-
reation of the Seaboard Air Line Railway, which, under his untir-
ing hand has become one of the really great railway systems of the 
country—asystem which is growing in importanceand usefulness, 
almost by leaps and bounds, as the leading line of transportation 
in all the states of the Atlantic seaboard from Richmond and Nor-
folk down to and in every part of Florida and west through the 
Gulf States to the Mississippi. He again demonstrated his fore-
sight in organizing the National Association of Owners of Rail-
road Securities with a membership representing $11,000,000,000 
of railroad securities. Mr. Warfield became its president, he 
thought out, initiated and laid before Congress the plan of rate 
making which became part of the Transportation Act of 1920 as 
Section 15-A which revolutionized rate making methods by the 
Interkate Commerce Commission, and is regarded as the most 
important railroad legislation ever put on the statute books, thus 
he became a national railroad figure. As Mr. Cowen's chief lieu-
tenant, in all the tragic struggles which only ended with the death 
of the great railway lawyer and executive, Mr. Warfield stood in 
the first place. Mr. Cowen trusted him probably as he never trust-
ed any other man of that coterie of remarkable men around him, 
to whom he was not only leader, but friend; and, in addition 
to the political and business bonds which united them, there was 
a strong and decidedly sentimental feeling of affection, which 
entered into all their relations with each other. And to this 
day, many years since the death of the elder of the two friends, 
Mr. Warfield retains the same feeling of fine sentimental affec-
tion for his memory—he has never forgotten him, and never loses 
an opportunity to show his reverence for his memory. And 
one of the strongest desires of his life is to see erected in Bal-
timore, a monument to Mr. Cowen, worthy to commemorate 
his great career and to hand down to posterity a memento of the 
esteem in which he was held by his associates and contemporaries. 
in his adopted state ; and as this portion of the first volume of 
the stories of the history of the great Maryland railway sys-
tem, is to a large extent devoted to Mr. Cowen and his work, 
it would be incomplete without this tribute to his closest and 
most highly esteemed friend and lieutenant, S. Davies Warfield. 
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CHAPTER ClX. 

I
N 1891, the old line independents, under the leadership of 
Mr. Cowen, and backed by certain corporate and banking 

interests, including the Baltimore & Ohio, which were hostile to 
the Gorman Ring, held an independent convention, and nominat-
ed Mr. Warfield for Mayor, and the nomination was endorsed 
by the city Republicans, and a fusion formed, in which were lined 
up the independent or reform Democrats, and the Republicans. 
A strenuous campaign was carried on, but failed, as the Demo-
cratic Ring was too strongly entrenched, to be overthrown by 
anything less than a tidal wave movement—which did not ma-
terialize. 

The strange feature of this campaign was the fact that the 
regular Democratic Ring candidate was Eb 	C. Latrobe, who 
had been the Ring candidate in 1875, and in that election had as 
his anti-Ring fusion candidate opponent, Mr. Henry M. War-
field—the father of the energetic and vigorous,,,ottng man who was 
in the field in the same sort of an independent fight, against 
the same forces, under the same Ring leadership. Mr. War-
field made a game fight, but General Latrobe won out—not as 
he did against the elder Warfield in 1875—for in the earlier 
contest the fusionists really won—there was never any doubt of 
the election of the elder Warfield in 1875—the election was the 
most scandalously fraudulent ever held in the city, and General 
Latrobe was counted in, and his opponent was counted out in 
the most open and brazen manner. But in the 1891 campaign 
the situation was different—the Republicans were not loyal to 
the fusion candidate—had they supported him, he would easily 
have defeated General Latrobe, and it would have been poetic 
justice had the son won out sixteen years later in a fight with 
the same man as his opponent, under the same leadership, but 
under rather similar circumstances. 

And one of the strangest features of the 1891 contest was the 
fart that the forces of the great railway corporation did not 
back up Mr. Warfield. Mr. Cowen loyally supported his young 
friend and lieutenant, and used all his great influence in his  

behalf, but a large number of the most influential of those con-
fleeted with the railway company were favorable to General 
Latrobe. 

And it was not strange that such was the case. The Latrobes 
were one of the most influential families in the city and state—
and for practically half a century they had been allied with the 
Baltimore & Ohio Company, in all sorts of important capacities. 

Mr. John H. B. Latrobe, Ferdinand Latrobe's father, had been 
for years Counsel, not only for the Garretts, but also for the 
Railway Company. Charles Latrobe had been the civil engineer 
who made the survey of the line over the Alleghenies, and had 
as much to do with the construction of it from Cumberland to 
the Ohio, as any other one man. 

Thomas Swann, later Governor of Maryland and Mayor of 
Baltimore City, had been President of the road, during the whole 
period of time used in its construction from Cumberland to the 
Ohio, and had done more to raise the money to pay for its con-
struction than any other one man, except Johns Hopkins. He 
was connected by marriage, by business, social and other ties 
of the strongest sort, with the Latrobes, and, therefore, that fami-
ly had been so thoroughly identified with the Baltimore & Ohio 
for a long period of years, not only in Baltimore but throughout 
the whole state, that it was a matter of impossibility to wean any 
large number of voters who were connected in all sorts of capaci-
ties, from the lowest up to the highest, away from any one of 
the Latrobe name, or connection, in any way. And, therefore, 
when the campaign between Davies Warfield and Ferdinand 
Latrobe was fairly under way, in the fall of 1891, Mr. Cow-
en was unable to swing more than a very few over to the 
fusion candidate, who was his closest friend. As a result, the 
great mass of the people connected with the Baltimore & Ohio 
voted for Latrobe, many of them had been doing so year after 
year, despite the influence of Mr. Cowen in behalf of Mr. War-
field. Latrobe had been elected Mayor five times before 1891, 
and all told he held the office for seven terms. He had also been 
a member of the House of Delegates, Speaker of that body in 
1870, and the last. office he ever held, a few years before his 
death, was Speaker of the House of Delegates in the special 
session of 1902. People were used to voting for him, and 
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while his election as Mayor in 1875, was clearly and admittedly 
fraudulent, the same could not be said of the numerous other 
times he was successful before the public. And notwithstand-
ing his alliance with the Gorman Ring, there was never any 
question of his loyalty to the Baltimore & Ohio Railway inter-
ests. He was opposed to Senator Gorman's schemes to wreck 
the railway, and often said the attempts of Gorman and Lana-
han to overthrow those in control of the road were dastardly, 
and yet, notwithstanding all this difference of opinion, he was 
on terms of intimate personal friendship with both those dis-
tinguished railway wreckers. 

General Latrobe was one of the last of that generation of the 
old-time Baltimore aristocrats to take an active part in the politi-
cal affairs of the city. For years he was prominent in everything 
in which the city was concerned, and he often said lie would 
rather be Mayor of Baltimore than President of the United 
States. And in all political and other mix-ups with which he 
was connected for a period of forty years, there was never any 
question of his personal integrity, and in one of his last public 
talks, he said that the Latrobes, all down the line, had always 
been loyal to the Baltimore & Ohio Railway. 

CHAPTER CX. 

hi 	T is a grim fight," said Mr. Cowen in one of his great speech- 
]. es when he was attacking the Gorman Ring, ostensibly for 

the purpose of overthrowing it and changing the control of the 
city and state governments. "Baltimore City is controlled by 
the criminal classes," he said at another time, and he proved 
it by the facts and figures which he produced to sustain his con-
tention, and he and his colleagues, among the independents and 
reformers, went on, year after year, at times apparently on the 
verge of victory, and later on going down in another defeat, with 
the Ring triumphant. 

As stated in a former chapter, the regulars or Gorman Demo-
crats, kept up their accusations against Mr. Cowen, asserting 
that all his hostility against those in power was what would now 
(1927) be called "camouflage"—a word not then in use on this 
side of the ocean. That back of all, these attacks were simply 
for the purpose of protecting the railway company in its endeav-
or to escape its just share of taxation, and to enable it to gain 
control of the state and city governments. That the so-called 
reformers were, a large proportion of them, disgruntled and dis-
appointed office-seekers (which was true of many of them) and 
that they were men who had been ignored, or cast out by the 
regular party organization, because they were no more than com-
mon kickers, and were ready to destroy their party, because 
they could not control it—and that Mr. Cowen was using them 
in order to gain his own selfish ends— and so the fight went on. 
This was resented by the large class in the community standing 
back of Mr. Cowen, Mr. Wallis, Colonel Charles Marshall, Mr. 
Warfield and the other leaders in the fight against the Gorman• 
Rasin Ring. 

In the Summer of 1894, Mr. Warfield enlarged his sphere of 
operations for the overthrow of the Gorman-Rasin Ring by driv-
ing a wedge between Gorman and Rasin when he conceived the 
idea of nominating Mr. Cowen for Congress from the Fourth 
Congressional District. He visited Mr. William L. Wilson, 
Member of Congress from West Virginia, and later Postmaster 
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General, a close personal friend of Mr. Cowen, who wrote Pres-
ident Cleveland asking him to follow out plans which Mr. War-
field would give to him. The result was that following Mr. 
Warfield's suggestion to Mr. Cleveland he invited Mr. Rasin to 
visit him at Gray Gables where he was passing the summer. 
As Mr. Resin told the story himself, Mrs. Cleveland met him at 
the train. He had a long talk with the President, and at the 
request of that gentleman, Mr. Rasin, exercising his almost 
undisputed power as boss of Batlimore, nominated and secured 
the election of Mr. Cowen to the House of Representatives from 
one of the city districts—all against the protest of Senator Gor-
man—and the election of the great railway lawyer was secured 
by the organization, although the Republican candidate was 
an exceptionally strong and able man, (Mr. Robert H. 
Smith), and many Gorman Democrats, openly opposed 
and voted against their party nominee, despite Mr. Basin's or-
ders. But Mr. Cowen was elected, and that ended it. He 
took his seat in Congress, but never functioned there to any 
extent—indeed he attended but few sessions—his duty to 
the railway company, at that time became so exacting that it 
took all his time, and therefore his record in the public life, as 
a member of the House amounted to litle. He was little 
heard of, during his entire term, greatly to the disappointment 
of his friends and admirers, as well as to the President, all of 
whom expected great things of him—for he was probably one of 
the best equipped men who ever was elected to either House, 
not only in Maryland but in the entire nation. 

This entrance of Mr. Cowen into the official life of the country, 
together with the appointment of Mr. Warfield, as Postmaster 
of Baltimore, and Mr. Marbury as United States District At-
torney of Maryland, both of which, were done as part of the War-
field plan to break the Gorman-Rasin Ring from the inside, gave 
added force to the assertion of Senator Gorman and his follow-
ers, that Mr. Cowen was no more than a scheming politician, no 
better than themselves and that all his loud pretensions for re-
form. were only pretensions—that what he wanted was power—
power obtained in the usual politically crooked way to he used 
for his own aggrandizement, for the benefit. of his clients, and 
to secure "jobs" for his lieutenants and friends—that back of 

all that he had done, ever since he started out on his career of 
hostility to the Democratic organization, was based on an utter 
lack of real principle.--that he was on the same plane as those 
whom he was seeking to destroy, that unlike him they had never 
made any pretense to act from principle, while he had loudly as-
serted that in all his acts he had been guided entirely by the high 
est sort of principle—and Senator Gorman, in an interview, sneer-
ingly called attention to his opponent's "fall from grace," as he 
called it, and said that he had descended from his lofty pedestal 
and had placed himself on a level with what he had often called 
"the common crowd of boodling, place-hunting spoilsmen, ready 
to violate all law to gain their point." And in a speech delivered 
later on, the Senator said that "the great apostle of purity in 
polities and reform in government, and in the management of 
public affairs had fallen from the altar to which he had been 
raised for worship by 'the holier than thou crowd and the politi-
cally elect.' " And not a few of Mr. Cowen's own disciples 
were sorely troubled over this situation, the most able and in-
fluential of whom was Roger W, Cull, who had ranked with 
the most conscientious and influential of the Democratic reform-
ers of the state. As a result, Mr. Cull and several other of the 
leading old-time reformers, retired from active participation 
in the movement Mr. Cull openly accusing Messrs. Cowen, War-
field and Marbury of "bowing the knee to the Political Baal of 
the day, and offering up incense in the temple of the Ashtoreth." 
But those who really knew the sort of a man Mr. Cowen was, 
knew that all these accusations were false and were part of the 
Gorman propaganda. Mr. Cull was thought by many as cham-
pioning the old-time method of fight without result. 
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CHAPTER CXI. 

ALL through the Long drawn out struggle between Mr. Cowen 
and Senator Gorman, Cowen was constantly troubled with 

the hostility of a number of the official force of the Railway 
Company, who did not approve his course, and who did all they 
could to hamper him and thwart his plans. One leading official 
after another stood in his way, and the internal fights he was 
obliged to wage with his associates probably caused him more 
worry and uneasiness than the more open and public contest 
with Gorman and his political lieutenants. 

It will be recalled that in the earlier chapters, the claim was 
made by many of Mr. Gorman's supporters in the Democratic 
ranks, that he was really raising a bugaboo, in his insistence 
that the Baltimore & Ohio Company had a desire, and had for-
mulated a plan, to overthrow the Democratic organization. Many 
of the leading Democratic county newspaper men, who were 
closely allied with Mr. Gorman in all his political fights openly 
refused to follow him in his attacks on the Railway Company, 
insisting that the hostility between him and Mr. Cowen was a 
personal matter, and that the officials of the Railway Company 
did not approve of Mr. Cowen's course, for it was no secret that 
the great lawyer had several enemies among the directors and 
active officials, and that there was a serious division in the coun-
cils of the corporation on the subject, and, from time to time all 
this is evident from what has been related in earlier chapters; 
and there is no doubt but that perhaps the greatest source of 
uneasiness to him, in his turbulent, exciting and nerve-racking 
career, was caused, not so much by Senator Gorman, as it was 
by the machinations of the enemies in his own business house-
hold—for not a few of those who were associated with him there 
were filled with jealousy and hatred of the man, who had de-
monstrated in every respect, his superiority to all. 

In this connection, the following statement, by W. Irvine 
Cross, Esq., who was a close associate and friend of Mr. Cowen 
in the Law Department of the Railroad Company, and who was 
consulted by Mr. Cowen on all occasions, is given below. Mr. 
Cross has ranked for many years as one of the leaders of the Bal-
timore Bar, and is known throughout the city and state as a gen- 

tleman of great professional and scholarly attainments, and, 
while the author does not agree with all his conclusions, they are 
given here as a most valuable and worthy addition to this volume. 

STATEMENT OF MR. W. IRVINE CROSS 

The idea that Mr. Cowen was in the Independent Movement 
in the interest of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company was 
loudly proclaimed by Mr. Gonnan and his immediate followers. 
Mr. Cowen denied it at the time, and when examined carefully 
there is nothing to sustain it. ]le had come to Baltimore in 1872. 
He took no part in politics till 1882 although the Independent 
Movement had been begun by Mr. Wallis, Mr. Henry M. War-
field and others in 1875 and had kept up. 

The friendship between Mr. Wallis and Mr. H. M. Warfield 
was close—both had been members of the memorable Maryland 
war legislature of 1861 on the principal committee, and were 
arrested with others by the Federal authorities at Washington, 
which prevented the secession of Maryland from the Union ; they 
were confined at Fort Warren in Boston harbor for 11/4  years. 
In 1882 the New Judge Movement took place and Cowen's polit-
ical activity began with his entering that fight. It was a con-
tinuation of the Independent Movement started by Wallis and 
Warfield in 1875, complicated, however, by the fact that Mr. 
Gorman himself joined in it, under cover, of course, as a means 
of humiliating Governor Whyte, the former head of the Dem-
ocratic organization in Maryland, It was an astute piece of 
politics on the part of Gorman and quite successful, the old 
judges being defeated by heavy majorities, and Mr. Gorman, 
who had been elected to the United States Senate in 1880, be-
coming leader of the State Democracy in place of Governor 
Whyte. Mr. Cowen's first entry into the Independent Move-
ment, therefore, was made when it was being supported by 
Mr. Garman himself. Cowen supported Judge Brown for Mayor 
in 1885 and from that time was active in each election till Mr. 
Gorman's power was broken by the defeat of John E. Hurst for 
Governor in 1895. During the years of that time, from 1882 to 
1888 Mr. Cowen's course had not only the disapproval of all the 
Baltimore & Ohio officials, but, their earnest hostility. From 
1884 to 1887 Robert Garrett was President. A warm personal 



THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD 	 315 314 	GREAT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF 

friend of Cowen, but who laughed at Cowen's position as senti-
mental and quixotic. Vice-President and practical manager of 
the road, however, was Samuel Spencer, absolutely opposed to 
Cowen's action and bitterly hostile to him personally. In 1887 
and 1888 Spencer was President. Mr. William Burns during all 
this time was Chairman of the Company's Finance Committee, a 
strong party Democrat who not only was opposed to Cowen's 
political action, but, when Cowen and George S. Brown went into 
the Republican Convention, actually suggested the getting rid of 
him as Counsel. From 1888 to 1896 Charles F. Mayer was Pres-
ident of the Baltimore & Ohio. He had been a friend of Sen-
ator Gorman but took little interest in politics and none in Cow-
en's political activities, The efforts of Mr. Gorman to get rid of 
the City Judges and those of the Court of Appeals had somewhat 
shaken the confidence of Railroad officials in the Democratic 
Organization, as it had that of many business men. Moreover 
Mr. German's putting his two allies William Keyser and Thomas 
Lanahan into the Board of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Com-
pany as political directors, and the belief that this was part of a 
plan to wreck the Road, changed Mr. Mayer's attitude towards 
Mr. Gorman into one of open hostility. The Railroad was in se-
rious difficulties, and its dependence upon Cowen for guidance 
gave him an influence in its Councils such as he had never had 
before, and he was free from any criticism by Railroad officials.  
The suggestion that Mr. Cowen 's political career was inspired 
by his Railroad connection was a mere bit of partisan clamor, 
and very wide of the facts. 

So too, the suggestion, so assiduously put forth by Mr. Gor-
man based on the appointments of Warfield and Marbury, and 
Cowen's own subsequent election to Congress, that Cowen in 
spite of his appeals for a reform in political methods was him-
self merely a seeker after political patronage and spoil. 

This would be almost comic to those who know the facts. Ques-
tions of political philosophy had a fascination for Cowen. For 
matters of politirol management he not only had little• taste but 
little faculty. Until Mr. Warfield became prominent in the Tn-
dependent Movement, Mr, Wallis took far more interest in such 
matters than Mr. Cowen and was the recognized leader, as he 
was of the Baltimore Bar. A man of wonderful literary and  

scholarly attainments, Mr. Wallis easily became the leader of 
all anti-Gorman sentiment. 

Mr. Cowen was quick to recognize the political genius of War-
field, and to approve his plans. 

Warfield soon after his entry upon the Reform Movement, 
grasped a fact that had nut been recognized by Mr, Wallis, Cow-
en or any of those previously in the movement. That was, that 
in order to get rid of ring control in Maryland, it was not enough 
to arouse popular sentiment, but a break must be effected in the 
ring structure itself. It would be too long to go over the details 
with which he carried out this idea. 

His first move was to take advantage of Rasin's growing de-
sire for a quiet life, and make him consent to the sending of W. 
Cabell Bruce as Senator and six other independents as Delegates 
to the Legislature. It was a master stroke. Gorman recognized 
instantly that Resin had made a mistake. Resin probably did 
too, but he had been taken in the hour of his weakness. War-
field followed it up by making Bruce President of the Senate, 
creating much bitterness within the party organization. A dis-
integration had begun, 

Taking advantage of the lack of harmony oetween Cleveland 
and Gorman, Warfield secured the appointment of Marbury as 
District Attorney and himself as Postmaster. It was part of 
his same scheme and was done at a personal sacrifice, for War-
field had lately started the Warfield Manufacturing Company 
and the assumption of the duties of Postmaster compelled War-
field to leave the management of that Company largely in the 
hands of others. Cowen, however, recognized that to allow any 
Independent except Warfield to accept that appointment would 
be a great mistake. 

Warfield conducted the post office on strict Civil Service prin-
ciples, and his business management won him great credit. But 
the taking of the post office with its large patronage and wide 
influence out of politics constituted probably the largest break 
made by Warfield in the ring structure. 

Warfield 's final achievement was the putting Cowen. in Con-
gress. It was a marvelous piece of political work. Cowen was 
away, and tho larger part of Warfield's work had been done 
before Warfield broached the subject to him. 
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The different agencies by which Warfield brought this through 
would make quite a. story—the arrangement with Cleveland, 
who willingly consented to help, but warned Warfield of the 
insuperable difficulties—the sending for Rasin to Gray Gables—
the utterly puzzled state in which he came back, his sending for 
Warfield, their memorable conference at Rasin's house, where 
Warfield handled the old Democratic boss with consummate 
skill, and Rasin's final consent. Cowen was strongly opposed to 
going to Congress, but finally fell in with Warfield's plans, who 
went to Nantucket to tell Cowen what he had done. Cowen was 
overworked at the time and under a great strain, yet his cam-
paign speeches were very strong. He was seldom able to attend 
the sessions of Congress and never made a speech there. The 
plan did not create a very active Congressman„ but in the work-
ing out of Warfield's plan it was a great success. It was a spec-
tacular notice that the Democratic Ring could not control even 
its own nominations, and contributed much to the final result. 
To ascribe it to an office seeking proclivity on the part of Cowen, 
would be little short of comedy. 

It was the last step taken by Warfield in a long effort to break 
down the morale of the ring. Few men more accomplished in 
their line than Arthur P. Gorman and I. Freeman Rasin have 
ever lived. The machine they had built up was a marvel of 
efficiency. The methods of "peaceful penetration" by which 
Warfield—an amateur—enfeebled and disintegrated it, would 
rank high in the annals of destructive art. In Warfield's skillful, 
patient use of the special features of the situation, one is even 
reminded somewhat of the task of Cavour, the foremost Italian 
statesman of the last century, in a larger field. 

CHAPTER CXII. 

As  the years go on, and as changes occur, it is interesting to 
those of us whose recollections extend into the past, as far 

back as the beginning of the war between the states, in 1861, 
to note the vast difference in practically everything that con-
cerns life, from what it was at that time. 

Up from that time to the present, (1927) year after year, the 
changes in the personnel of the men who were the outstanding 
figures, in the business, professional, and political life of the 
city and state, were rarely startling, but it is evident in looking 
back over the vista of more than sixty years that up to the be- 
ginning of the second quarter of the twentieth century, and es-
pecially during the time which has elapsed since 1900, there 
has been a decided eclipse of reverence for the forefathers of the 
city and state, and, that men whose names were expected to go 
down in history, and be held in the highest honor by their des-
cendants, and the descendants of their contemporaries, are prac-
tically forgotten by the present generation, and will have totally 
passed from the minds, even of those who were starting out 
on their careers before their elders have passed off the stage. 

This was forcibly illustrated not long after the writer had be- 
gun the publication of the articles which have been the basis 
of these sketches. A member of the bar of excellent reputation, 
a man who was an honor student of the Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty, when met on the street, said: 

"I would like to know something about those men of whom 
you are writing, and describing as such great figures in the 
history of the state. There are two of them of whom you as-
sert, that they were great men, a lawyer named Cowen and a 
politician named Gorman, whom you describe as most extra-
ordinary characters, and who played a great part in the history 
of the city and state, for several years. I have studied Mary-
land history, and I do not recall that I ever saw anything men-
tioned of either of them, and yet you are making them out the 
most important men of their time—as most extraordinary char-
acters—Mr. Cowen as the greatest lawyer of his day, and Mr. 
Gorman as one of the great men of the Senate. I have never 
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before read much about them, and, in all the lectures I heard in 
the University during the years I was there as a student, lec-
tures supposed to give the history of the state, I do not believe 
they were ever mentioned. In my opinion, the mast interesting 
and important facts in history, especially in the history of the 
events in our own state, are what the men have done, who were 
the great and outstanding characters of the times under con-
sideration, and the people who have written history, so far as 
Maryland is concerned, since 1861, have practically ignored the 
men who were the leaders in all that occurred during the last 
sixty-five years, have practically ignored the really great men." 

Where do you find anything of importance regarding the real-
ly wonderful work of John W. Garrett, and those who aided 
him in the building and management of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway? Nowhere. There are short sketches of the railway, 
rather grudgingly given, but nothing of moment about the able 
men who did the work. 

"Where is there anything of consequence about Mr. Cowen? 
Where do you find anything published about the great fight, 
of years, over the control of the railway, and the control of the 
Democratic party—undoubtedly the most interesting and dra-
matic events of the state's history for a quarter of a century? 
Nowhere." 

"A high school graduate was recently asked some questions 
about the history of the state since the Civil War. He knew 
nothing. He had never been taught anything. He had never 
heard of Senator Gorman. He did not know who John K. 
Cowen was, nor could he give the names of any of the men who 
took the leading part in the history of the state during the last 
sixty years. He had never heard of them—they were never 
mentioned in the school, and the only Governor, whose name he 
had ever heard, was Governor Ritchie. The history of Mary-
land was a blank to him, while the New England lady, who was 
his teacher, never tired of discoursing to him of the great glories 
of Massachusetts, as the one great spot, where great men were 
produced, who carried the revolution to a successful conclu-
sion, who defeated England in the War of 1812, and who con-
quered the South in the Civil War; and the only mention she 
ever made of Maryland, was to dilate on the treasonable act,  

when the Massachusetts troops were fired on in Baltimore on 
April 19, 1861. She also asserted that all Maryland was dis-
loyal to the Union, and that Marylanders were responsible for 
the assassination of President Lincoln. 

Throughout the city and state, there are few memorials of the 
great men of the past two generations. Other states have glori-
fied and erected monuments to their outstanding men of the 
same period. 

Mr. Cowen, not only was a great man, but his public services 
were great, and the large number of men who are promi-
nent now in professional and business life, who owe their start 
to his favor, have all, apparently forgotten their benefactor, 
and have raised no monument. to perpetuate his name and fame. 

John W. Garrett. who did more than any other for the ma-
terial benefit of the city and state, has no public monument, and 
no Marylander ever did as much as he for the welfare and pros-
perity of the people. There are thousands of people, whose 
fathers owe the fortunes they have handed down to their chil-
dren, to Mr. Garrett, and they have never heard of him. 

Johns Hopkins worked and slaved his long life, to accumu-
late the fortune he devoted to the benefit of the people of his 
native state. And the only monuments he has are those raised 
by himself—an ungrateful and indifferent people would have 
forgotten him long ago, did not his benefactions stare them 
in the face, from the heights. where he himself directed them 
to be raised—and the public has never raised a stone to tell 
who he was and what he did—and the question is often asked, 
"Who was Johns Hopkins, and what did he do to have a uni-
versity and a hospital named for him?" 

And there are others, who deserve public recognition for ser-
vices rendered. But the greatest. shame of all, which attaches 
to the people of Baltimore and the whole state of Maryland, 
is due to the fact that the greatest of all their public benefactors, 
John Work Garrett, has no memorial raised by the people, for 
whom he literally worked himself to death. Even his descend-
ants seem to have forgotten that he ever lived. 

End of Volume I. 



APPENDIX 

ONTAINING sketches of President Willard; George McLean 
Shrive; Senior Vice-President; Charles W. Galloway, Vice-

President in Charge of Transportation and Maintenance; Archi-
bald Fries, Vice-President in Charge of Traffic and Commercial 
Development; and Francis X. Milholland, Assistant to the Sen-
ior Vice-President. Also a short account of the failure of the 
Baltimore & Ohio and its allies to secure the Western Maryland 
Railway a quarter of a century ago, when that road was sold by 
the City of Baltimore. 
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DANIEL WILLARD, 
l'resideni7  

GEORGE M. SHRIVER, 
Senior Vice-President, 

OF THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD. 

T HESE two distinguished gentlemen today stand easily in the 
first rank of railway officials, acting together in the manage-

ment of one of the two or three greatest systems of transporta-
tion in the whole world. In fact, not a few people who are 
familiar with the men who are active in the railway world, 
openly give the palm to Mr. Willard as the most competent rail-
way official in the country, while Mr. Shriver is considered, 
among people who know the facts, to be one of the two or three 
ablest. railway financiers in the United States. 

After the long series of misfortunes which happened to the 
Baltimore & Ohio, which finally resulted in a receivership, there 
was a succession of executives, and the company was slowly, and 
at times painfully, being rehabilitated and placed on a sound 
basis, largely through the financial skill of Mr. Shriver, who had 
been connected with the corporation from early manhood, and who 
had been a tower of strength to all the officials for a period of 
years. When Mr. Willard became President, he at once realized 
the value of the modest and unassuming gentleman who holds 
the senior Vice-Presidency, and together they have worked 
strenuously for the benefit and rehabilitation of the vast in-
terests intrusted to their care, aided by a force of capable and 
efficient subordinate officials, until now, no transportation sys-
tem in any part of the world excels the Baltimore & Ohio in 
its capacity for doing its part in the development of the vast 
area of the country in which it is the chief factor for the trans-
portation of all sorts of supplies, as well as passengers, from 
one section to another. 

In 1894, when the celebrated Wilson Tariff Bill was before 
the Senate of the United States, and President Cleveland was 
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using all the great force of his administration to prevent its 
emasculation by certain predatory and powerful business in-
terests, the late Senator Arthur P. Gorman, who was then the 
most influential factor in the ranks of those who were opposed 
to the President's policy, said, that the tariff was not the most 
important question to he considered by the government and 
people of the country, but that in a few short years the trans-
portation question would overshadow all others. That the 
problem of getting the vast products of the West and Southwest 
to the great cities of the Atlantic Seaboard, would be paramount 
in importance, and that all others would be insignificant beside 
it. The Senator's statement was derided from one end of the 
country to the other. During the late war, and since that time he 
has been proved to have been a true prophet. The transportation 
question, and the regulation of transportation, is acknowledged 
by all competent judges to be paramount, and is growing in im-
portance from day to day. 

Through the energetic and capable management of Messrs. 
Willard, Shriver, and their associates, the Baltimore & Ohio 
has become one of the greatest lines in the transportation sys-
tem of the country. It is now one of the standard railways of 
the world. In accuracy, care, and skill manifested, it is not 
excelled by any other system, and it has taken equal rank in the 
public mind with the great Pennsylvania, as a standard in all 
that goes to make up a combination of efficiency as near perfect 
as is humanly possible, and Mr. Willard's celebrated maxim, 
"Safety First," impressed from time to time on all the execu-
tive force, from the highest to the lowest, has made it a model 
of engineering skill and energy, manifested on a vast scale ex-
tending from the Mississippi Valley, in a perfect net-work, 
to the great seaport cities of the Atlantic Coast. 

During the late war, Mr. Willard had charge of the trans-
portation of Government supplies and troops—in many respects 
the most important part of the whole service connected with 
the vast preparations for the part this country took in that great 
struggle, and the late President Wilson spoke of the President 
of the Baltimore & Ohio as his "good right arm," and the most 
competent and satisfactory of all his aids during that dark and 
trying period in the history of the world. One of the greatest  

difficulties Mr. Willard encountered in carrying out the plans 
for the rapid and safe transportation to the ports of embarka-
tion of the vast amount of supplies of all sorts, as well as the 
millions of men, was the fact that both the War and Navy De-
partments were so tied up with red tape, that it seemed at first im-
possible to unwind them, and realize that before such an emer-
gency the red tape must go, and expeditious business rules must 
prevail—and, backed up by the President, he finally succeeded 
in convincing the Moss Backs and Bureaucrats who dominated 
these two departments of the Government, that in time of war, 
ordinary routine rules must give way before the necessities of 
the case, and that expeditious action must govern in all that 
was going on. It is related that in one of his tilts with the 
red tape bureaucrats of the War Department, a certain gen-
eral said : "Mr.Willard you may know how to run a railroad, 
but you know nothing of war." To which Mr. Willard retorted : 
"I know as much about the kind of war that is now going on 
as you do, General, and that is nothing. This is a new kind 
of war to you as well as everybody, and the matter now under 
consideration is purely one of transportation of men and sup-
plies, and I have spent my whole life in solving such problems." 
The General then sullenly yielded and allowed Mr. Willard to 
do as he wished. 

To go into further detail regarding these two of the most dis-
tinguished Marylanders of today, will be taken up in a later 
volume. Indeed, a volume could be written about them, every 
word of which would be of general interest. And it should be 
a source of gratification to every citizen that Maryland possesses 
two such able and deserving men as Messrs. Willard and Shriver. 
No men stand higher in the whole country in their respective 
spheres. 



GEORGE McLEAN SHRIVER, 
Senior Vice-President. 

A MEDIUM sized, stockily-built man, with a vigorous, alert 
manner, a strong, determined, though kindly face, a pleasant 

and at times fascinating smile, Mr. Shriver easily ranks as one 
of the really great railway officials of the country, and, to use 
the language attributed to Wall Street, lie is looked upon by 
men familiar with the railways and transportation systems of 
the United States, as <me of the three or four really great rail-
way financiers now connected with the leading corporations, 
controlling practically the entire transportation systems radiat-
ing throughout the States of the Union. And, at the same time, 
first-class railway financiers are reported to have made the state-
ment quoted above, they added to it the following compli-
mentary allusion to another Baltimorean when they asserted: 

"Baltimore has produced two men, who, in the matter of rail-
way financing, have not only won the confidence and admiration 
of financiers generally, but. have risen to the front rank in 
their lines of business, and it should be a source of gratification 
to all the people of the State and City that such is the ease, and 
these two men are S. Davies Warfield, of the Seaboard Air 
Line and George M. Shriver, of the Baltimore & Ohio." 

As a tireless and indefatigable worker, he has few equals. 
He has lived his life with the road, which he has done so much 
to place in its present high position among the transportation 
systems of the continent, For practically forty-one years he 
has devoted all his time to the services of the great Maryland 
transportation company ; he has worked with it and for it ably 
and honestly, for nearly half a century; he was faithful in his 
service through good report and evil report, he was efficient and 
dutiful when it was prosperous more than forty years ago, when 
it was enjoying its era of prosperity more than two decades after 
the Civil War when as a mere boy, he entered its service, and 
he was strenuous to the utmost during the more than a quarter 
of a century when it was engaged in its life and death struggle 
for existence, when Gorman and his allies with all their evil  

and unscrupulous schemes, devoted themselves to its destruc-
tion. 

And, after the fight for existence was over, and Gorma,n. 
Lanahan and their scheming crew of conspiring railway wreck-
ers were defeated and thrown out, Mr. Shriver, as one of those 
who had done much to win the great fight, exerted himself 
as no other man had done to accomplish the rehabilitation and 
restoration of Maryland's greatest industrial asset, and, prob-
ably, if the whole truth of those nerve-racking years were known, 
it would be found that the cool, calm and wise judgment of 
George Shriver had more to do with the great success achieved 
than the work of all others who were engaged in the gigantic 
accomplishments. 

The outstanding events of Mr. Shriver's career are as fol-
lows: 

Mr. George M. Shriver, Senior Vice-President and a Director 
of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company, was born in Hights-
town. N. J., in 1868, the son of the late Samuel S. Shriver, a 
Presbyterian minister, and Caroline McCluskey Shriver. 

Mr. Shriver started his business career with the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad in 1886 as a clerk in the Accounting Department, 
shortly thereafter going with the United States Express Company, 
but in 1888 became private secretary to Charles F. Mayer, who 
was then President of the Consolidation Coal Company. In the 
faIl of that year when Mr, Mayer was elected president of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, Mr. Shriver continued with him 
as private secretary. In 1896 John K. Cowen became president 
of the company and Mr. Shriver remained as his secretary, like-
wise serving with the next president, L. F. Loree. In 1901, 
Mr. Loree elevated Mr. Shriver to the position of Assistant to the 
President and in that capacity he continued during the remain-
der of Mr. Loree's tenure and throughout the presidency of 
the late Oscar G. Murray, who was chief executive of the Bal-
timore & Ohio from 1904 to 1910. 

In 1911, just one year after Daniel Willard took up the reins 
of management, Mr. Shriver was elected Second Vice-President 
of the Company and placed in charge of the financial and ac-
counting departments. In 1916 the Board of Directors aban-
doned the numerical designations of the Vice-Presidents, there 
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being four at that time, and Mr. Shriver was elected Senior 
Vice-President, which office he still holds. 

During the administration of John K. Cowen and from the 
early 90's, Mr. Shriver was in constant touch with the reorganiza-
tion of the property and since, particularly during Mr. Wil-
lard's administration, has looked after the great financial prob-
lems that have made possible the vast improvements necessary 
for the development and maintenance of the Baltimore & Ohio, 
now one of the important trunk line systems of the country. 
During Federal control when the railroads were taken over by 
the Government as a war measure, Mr. Shriver was the cor-
poration's only Vice-President, the others having become Fed-
eral officers. 

At important rate hearings in the past decade before the In-
terstate Commerce Commission, Mr. Shriver has represented not 
only the Baltimore & Ohio Company, but the railroads generally, 
in their efforts to demonstrate the necessity for increased rates. 
During 1921, when the railroad rate inquiry under the Trans-
portation Act was in progress, Mr, Shriver was General Chair-
man of the Accounting Committees, appearing before the Com-
mission for the Class I Railroads of the country as a whole and 
for the carriers in the Eastern District particularly. Mr. Shriver 
has also appeared before the Senate and House Committees 
on several occasions during investigations of the railroad situ-
ation, most particularly when the question of the return of the 
carriers to their owners was under consideration resulting in 
the Transportation Act of 1920. 

Mr. Shriver was elected a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Baltimore & Ohio, in addition to Senior Vice-President, 
April 26, 1922. He is also a director of the Central Railroad 
of New Jersey. 

CHARLES W. GALLOWAY, 
Vice-President in. Charge of Operation and Maintenance. 

HARLES W. GALLOWAY, vice-president in charge of operation 
and maintenance of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Com-

pany, at Baltimore, was born in Baltimore Decemer 11, 1868, 
the son of Charles B. Galloway, a locomotive engineer. His 
grandfather was William Galloway, who drove the first horse 
car on the original Baltimore & Ohio line from Mount Clare 
Station to Ellicott's Mills, now Ellicott City, Md., afterwards 
becoming a locomotive engineer and running an engine for 50 
years. 

Vice-President Galloway started his long and successful rail-
road career with the Baltimore & Ohio as a messenger boy 
August 23, 1883, when he was not quite 15 years old. In 1886 
he became a clerk in the telegraph office where he started, becom-
ing a stenographer in 1888. He was promoted to train master 
in 1897, assistant superintendent in 1898 and to superintendent 
of the Cumberland Division July 1, 1899, being transferred to 
Baltimore in the same capacity in 1901. On December 20, 1906. 
he was advanced to superintendent of transportation for the en-
tire system and was made general superintendent of transporta-
tion July 1, 1910, being promoted to general manager of all 
lines April 24, 1912. He became vice-president of the Baltimore 
& Ohio Southwest and general manager of western Lines July 
1, 1916. During Federal control of the railroads he was made 
federal manager of the Baltimore & Ohio western lines and the 
Dayton and Union from June 1, 1918, to February 1, 1919, 
when he became federal manager of the Baltimore & Ohio eastern 
lines, the Western Maryland, Cumberland Valley, the Coal and 
Coke and other smaller roads. On March 1, 1920, he became 
vice-president of operation and maintenance of the company. 

Mr. Galloway's identification with the Railway has not only 
been life-long but also hereditary. He has literally lived with 
and been a part of that historic Maryland institution all his 
life, and his father and grandfather were both in the employ 
of the company during their lives, and the subject of this sketch 



is a worthy successor of those fine old Marylanders who were part 
and parcel of the greatest industrial institution of the state. 
As one of the outstanding figures in the present operation of 
the Company, Mr. Galloway rounds out the service of the family 
devoted to the same organization for a century, a record prob-
ably not equalled by any other man in the history of the state. 

His record as an official is of the highest, he is known through-
out the country as one of the best railway executives now in the 
service, and it should be a matter of pride to his corporation 
that the descendant of one of its earliest employes in the third 
generation, is now rounding out the full century of connection 
with the service. 

Personally, Mr. Galloway is one of the most genial and popu-
lar men in the state. He has a host of friends of all ranks, sorts 
and conditions, from Presidents of the United States, Cabinet 
Officers, Senators, Governors, and railway officials and financiers, 
from the highest to the most humble, and all pronounce him 
worthy of every honor he has ever received. 

ARCHIBALD FRIES. 
Vice-President in Charge of Traffic. 

A RCH/I3ALD FRIES, vice-president in charge of traffic and com-
mercial development of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, was 

born at Cincinnati, Ohio, February 27, 1864. He entered that 
service August 1, 1880, as entry clerk in the general freight of-
fices at Cincinnati. On January 1, 1886, he was made chief 
rate clerk and was advanced to freight and claim clerk of the 
Continental Line January 1, 1890. He was promoted to chief 
clerk in the general freight offices in Cincinnati January 1, 1892, 
becoming general agent, October 15, 1898. On the first of the 
following year he was made assistant general freight agent at 
Cincinnati, where he remained until January 1, 1913, at which 
time he was transferred in the same capacity to Pittsburgh. 
Three years later he was appointed freight traffic manager and 
on July 1, 1918, he was made Traffic Manager of the Allegheny 
Region under the Railroad Administration and on January 1, 
1920, was appointed general traffic manager of the Baltimore 
& Ohio Lines, being promoted to vice-president in charge of 
traffic and commercial development March 1, 1920. 

Mr. Fries now ranks as one of the most efficient of the higher 
officials of his company, and during the nearly half century he 
has devoted to its service, his rise to his present responsible 
position has been based on merit alone. 
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F. X. MILHOLLAND, 
Assistant to Senior Vice-President. 

FRANCIS X. MILHOLLAND, assistant to the senior vice-president 
of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company, was born Au-

gust 21, 1880, at Baltimore, Maryland, and attended the pub-
lic schools of that city for three years prior to entering Loyola 
College, Baltimore, Maryland, in September, 1892. From this 
institution he was graduated with the degree of A. B., in 1899, 
immediately pursuing a post-graduate course, and received the 
degree of A. M. in 1900. In August of that year, he entered 
the service of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company as 
stenographer and clerk in the transportation department, sub-
sequently becoming secretary to the general superintendent of 
transportation, remaining in that position until April, 1904, 
when he was transferred to the President's office under Mr, 
George M. Shriver, who was then Assistant to the President. 
On December 1, of the same year, Mr. Milholland was ap-
pointed secretary to Mr. Shriver, which position he retained 
until Mr. Shriver was elected Second Vice-President in Janu-
ary, 1911, at which time he was appointed chief clerk of that 
department, being advanced to Assistant to Senior Vice-Presi-
dent on September 1, 1920, which position he still occupies. In 
addition to his duties as Assistant to the Senior Vice-President, 
Mr. Milholland is Secretary of the Company's Central Com-
mittee on Public Relations, which was organized in April, 1923. 

Besides his primary and collegiate education, Mr. Milholland 
pursued the study of law, receiving the degree of LL. B. from 
the Baltimore Law University in 1910, being admitted to the 
Maryland Bar and the Baltimore City Bar in the summer of 
that year. Subsequently, when the Johns Hopkins University 
inaugurated its course of night lectures during the winter of 
1916-17 in Business Economies, Mr. Milholland was one of the 
charter students, completing the course in "Corporate Finance" 
and receiving the University certificate therefor in June, 1917. 

Mr. Milholland is admirably adapted for the duties of his 
important position. He is courteous and polite to all those with  

whom he comes in contact—has the faculty of pleasing, and, 
like his immediate superior, he is a thorough Marylander, and 
a capable and tactful representative, not only of his chief, but 
also of his company and his state, wherever he may be required 
to go. 
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WHY THE BALTIMORE OHIO COMPANY 
FAILED TO SECURE THE WESTERN 
MARYLAND RAILWAY A QUARTER 

OF A CENTURY AGO 

MR. S. DAVIES WARFIELD and Mr. John K. Cowen, Mr. War-
field especially, were responsible for the selection of Judge 

McComas as Senator Gorman's successor. They prepared ,t 
statement which they succeeded in getting Governor Lowndes, 
the leading candidate for the place, to sign, announcing that 
he would not consider himself a candidate for the vacant seat 
thus withdrawing from the fight which he had already prac-
tically won. 

Since the very beginning of its hostility to the Democratic 
party in the eighties, the Baltimore & Ohio Railway Company 
in every way favored McComas. That Company was a power-
ful friend. During all his years in Congress it supported him, 
and helped him to return every time his campaign occurred. 
And as a judge it was still his friend, and was still prepared to 
support him should he ever again need support. 

When the friends of Judge McComas went down to Anna-
polis in January of 1898 to manage. his fight for the Senate, 
they found much bitter and decided hostility to him. In fact, 
they found a very respectable contingent in the Republican 
party which wanted him almost as little as it did Gorman. Major 
Alexander Shaw, now dead, but then one of the richest and 
most popular Republicans in Baltimore, was the candidate of 
the anti-McComas faction in his party. Major Shaw was not 
particularly distasteful to the Democrats, while Democratic 
hatred of Mr. McComas was intense. 

Had it not been for one thing, Major Shaw would have been 
elected, and had it not been for one other thing, McComas would 
not have been elected, in spite of Cowen and Warfield espe-
cially, who made him possible in the first place. What lost the 
seat to Major Shaw, was the fact that, although he was a lib-
eral campaign contributor, where he could salve his conscience 
with the thought that his money went for legitimate expenses,  

he would not give one cent toward the purchase of the m.ern-
hers' votes at Annapolis. He did not want a seat in the Senate 
in that way, he said, and he let it go. 

In spite of this obstacle to the Major's election—there were 
the anti-McComas men who would not vote for McComas at all 
—some of them eventually did bolt the caucus—and there were 
the Democrats who were ready to unite on Shaw, in order to 
defeat McComas. McComas would have been defeated too, but 
for the money which was poured into the state house like water 
at that time, and hut for the fact that with it the opposition 
was drowned out. 

Eight thousand dollars had been raised by the Judge's friends 
for his use, but that was not nearly sufficient. When the ex-
penses were calculated, it was found that enough votes to elect 
would cost over $30,000. The candidate's friends were in 
possession of less than a third of that sum. 

Roughly speaking, at that time the Baltimore & Ohio con-
trolled 6,000 votes in Baltimore and in Maryland. This meant 
that 6,000 employees of that road would vote as its managers 
requested. They understood that the company's interests were 
their interests, to be protected at times, even by their votes. In 
the campaign of 1897, for the election of the legislature, this 
strength of the Baltimore & Ohio had of course, been with the 
Republicans. 

But even after all that, when the legislature convened at 
Annapolis, these were the conditions and the seat was hope-
lessly lost to McComas unless $22,000 more was produced from 
somewhere. 

Then friends of the Baltimore & Ohio came forward once 
more; contributed the money, and McComas was elected. He 
slipped in so easily, that the mechanism, it was said, seemed to 
have been "greased." Obstacles were all removed. The ways 
had been rough, but hard cash as a lubricant, is a powerful 
quantity, and $22,000 was a large amount, especially to greedy 
inemhers who needed funds. So, McComas took his seat; and 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company used its influence that 
he might do so. 

The next turn of fortune's wheel, however, found that the 
Baltimore & Ohio, at last in need of McComas, all-powerful 



largely through its influence. Especially was he powerful in 
Baltimore, because with the R,epublic.an majority of the City 
Council he could do practically as he pleased. 

At any rate when the Wabash Railroad Company, enemy of 
the Baltimore & Ohio, began scheming for an entrance into 
Baltimore and a terminus on the coast, this same Baltimore & 
Ohio felt no uneasiness at all. Its confidence in Senator Mc-
Comas was sublime. With him, the old ally knew what the 
Western Maryland, owned by the City of Baltimore and through 
which the Wabash expected to reach the sea, could be bought 
up by one of the Baltimore & Ohio's allied lines and the rival 
kept out. 

The Baltimore & Ohio accordingly sent for Senator McComas, 
and with him went over all its plans for the purchase of the 
Western Maryland by the allied line. It naturally thought 
that in consideration of a strong supporting friendship of twen-
ty years' standing, it had in him a firm friend, willing to do 
almost anything in the world for it. So plans were discussed 
freely, and nothing was held back. And the Senator smiled 
and listened, and through this confidence in him knew as much 
about Baltimore & Ohio plans as the Baltimore & Ohio knew 
itself. 

Then, in consideration of a large fee, he went over to the 
other side, and became an attorney for the Wabash Company. 
The Western Maryland was lost to the Baltimore & Ohio. The 
old enemy at last touched the coast. It slipped in through Mc-
Comas, for the Wabash, the last man in the world, one would 
have thought. 

And the Baltimore & Ohio saw the difference between its 
treatment of McComas in his hour of need, and McComas' treat-
ment of the Baltimore & Ohio in a similar position. And for 
'this reason after nearly twenty years' hostility to the Demo-
cratic party, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company finally 
deserted the fusion end of the see-saw, and went back to its 
early friends. McComas, had turned out to be, like Gorman 
with Whyte, a snake hugged close to the breast. 

Such was Senator McComas, the man who succeeded Mr. Gor-
man, and such was the result of nearly two decades of frantic 
effort on the part of frantic reformers who wanted Mr. Gorman  

brought low, because they said he was not honest, and because 
they said he stooped to "things." They wanted a fitting man 
to represent Maryland with fitting dignity in the National Sen-
ate. And they got him—in Senator MeComa,s. 

NoTE:—This chapter in the history of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railway Company is published out of the regular order, in reply 
to several requests for information in explanation of the reasons 
why the Baltimore and Ohio failed to secure control of the West-
ern Maryland Railway, when that property was sold by the City 
a quarter of a century ago. The account here published was 
written at that time, and later published in a book entitled, "Men 
of Maryland Since the Civil War." 
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