


From the early wood-burners to the most modern streamliners 

THE RAILROADS' CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN PROGRESS 

RETRACING THE GROWTH OF A NATION 

As American railroading 
has grown so has the nation. 
Steel rails have been the ver-
itable backbone of our coun-
try in its development from 
a loosely-knit federation of 
infant states on the eastern 
sea board to a thoroughly 
united empire. 

The B & O's initial efforts 
shortly after the War of 1812 

making American railroading a practical reality for the 
first time ... the history-making debuts shortly later of 
such famed early trains as the old DeWitt Clinton in 
upper New York ... the Pioneer puffing its way out of 
Chicago on its maiden trip only a century ago to open 
up the plains of the West ... and the great streamlined 
mammoths of recent years have all played their part in 
American destiny. 

In Chicago this summer, the Chicago Railroad Fair 
graphically retraces this parallel history of railroading 
and the nation to give America its first great outdoor 
exposition since the war. 

'WHEELS A-ROLLING' 

Biggest thrill of the Chicago Railroad Fair will be 
the magnificent pageant of transportation. In an out-
door theater on the shore of Lake Michigan you will 
see the drama of American progress unfolded with 
all its historical glamor. Before you on a stage 450 feet 
wide hundreds of actors will combine in this great 
centennial production to trace the twin development 
of transport and the nation from the earliest days of 
our conquest of a continent. 

From the crude travois of 
the Indian and the small 
bateaux of the early French 
explorers, through the days 
of the circuit riders, the 
stage coach and the freight-
ing wagon, the story of 
transport will be reenacted 
graphically and faithfully. 
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FAMOUS OLD TRAINS 

IN ACTUAL OPERATION 

Illustrious ancestors of today's swift luxury trains will 
steam across the great stage. You will see the Pioneer, 
Chicago's 100-year veteran; the Best Friend of Charles-
ton, which made its debut in 1830; the Tom Thumb, 
of early Maryland history; and many others. 

On stage during the pageant will be full dress re-
enactments of the railroads' early struggles to fight their 
way through mountain passes and over lake and river. 
And, of course, such a performance would not be com-
plete without the scene at Promontory Point where two 
engines met and the spanning of a continent by rail 
finally was celebrated. 

As a fitting climax for the pageant, entrance of latest 
model luxury trains will point the way brilliantly to 
railroad progress of the future. 

AMERICA ON DISPLAY 

Acres of ingenious and realistic exhibits by the rail-
roads and the nation's outstanding railroad equipment 
and supply firms will give Fair visitors the scenic rewards 
of a hundred tours telescoped into the physical dimen-
sions of a mile-long exposition. 

Within the Fair grounds you will find Indian tribes 
carrying on their normal day-to-day routine . . . a 
full-scale and actually functioning reproduction of Old 
Faithful, the picturesque geyser in Yellowstone National 
Park that has intrigued millions of tourists . . . side-
lights on western life in the U. S. including a dude 
ranch with a rodeo show . . . a reconstructed version 
of early Chicago's first railroad station . . . a scene 
lifted from Florida's Everglades ... dioramic presenta-
tion of western mountain country . . . graphic illustra-
tion of the agriculture and economy of many western 
states ... Mexican scenes ... many views of the best 
known U. S. tourist attractions and examples of how 
U. S. railroads keep the nation humming. 

MIRACLE ON RAILS 

Trains on display will in-
clude models of every period 
from the first steam-powered 
locomotives to the name 
trains of 1948. There will be 
special exhibits of the latest 
in rail equipment and appli-
ances for convenience, com-
fort and safety. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

While attending Chicago's 1948 centennial of rail-
roading you will enjoy the finest in dining facilities ... 
have the benefit of indoor and outdoor theater attrac-
tions daily . . . witness colorful fireworks displays on a 
magnificent scale. 

For your comfort, nothing has been overlooked in ad-
vance planning of the Chicago Railroad Fair. All forms 
of transportation will be available to speed you to 

the Fair grounds. Inside 
the 50-acre area you will 
find ample parking space. 
A narrow gauge railroad 
train with colorful open 
cars will carry you from 
one end of the Fair 
grounds to the other. 

MAKE IT A 'MUST' TO VISIT THE CHICAGO RAILROAD FAIR • • ASK FOR; YOUR TRAIN RESERVATIONS TODAY! 


